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Families that received meals from Entre Dos Tierras.

CSUMB professor Estella Porras reflects on her 
time on the Colombian-Venezuelan border
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In 2015, Venezuela faced one of the largest economic 
disasters in the world as the inflation rate of the country 
skyrocketed past 1 million percent. Following the 
collapse of the economy, Venezuelans left in masses 
to Colombia and other surrounding Latin American 
countries due to the financial instability the country faced 
which prevented people from being able to afford basic 
necessities. Most of the surrounding countries added 
measures to prevent and limit the influx of migrants 
entering. However, Colombia was the only country 
willing to accept them with open borders.

As the humanitarian crisis continued into 2019, California 
State University, Monterey Bay (CSUMB) Associate 
Professor Estella Porras was spending her sabbatical year 
in Bucaramanga, a town located close to the Colombian-
Venezuelan border, where she witnessed first-hand the 
true severity of the crisis and its consequences. Her 
experiences on the ground interacting and helping to aid 
the migrants showed how many of the Colombian people 
felt the need to help their neighbors through an intensely 
precarious situation.

During her stay in Colombia, she decided to help the 
migrants by actively volunteering at food shelters and 
with non-governmental organizations (NGO). She 
recounts the numerous stories of migrant families having 
to sell all of their belongings in order to have enough 
money to survive the trip to the Colombian border. As 
they made their way into the country and passed through 
Bucaramanga, Porras got a true sense of how devastating 
the humanitarian crisis was by taking first-hand accounts 
from the migrants themselves.

“I was seeing families, who were at one point working, in 
extreme poverty. They once had jobs but all of a sudden 
in a matter of weeks the Venezuelan economy was 
falling so much that they couldn't afford to buy anything 
including food and basic services which forced them to 
move to Colombia.”

She interviewed Durcely García and her son Johnatan. 
Durcely made the decision to leave because her son 
was so malnourished due to her no longer being able to 
afford food and basic resources to take care of him. The 
Ortega Cisneros family went through a similar situation 
as they had to leave their home in Venezuela and walk 
to Colombia with six children, two of them having 
disabilities. Omar and his pregnant wife Liyibeth Guarín 
decided it was the best choice for them to have their baby 
in Colombia where they could raise both of their children 
in a stable environment.

When the migrants passed through Bucaramanga, many 
of the Colombian people greeted them with open arms 
and helped provide necessary aid. Porras regularly 
volunteered for the nonprofit organization Entre 
Dos Tierras. The organization focused on providing 
Venezuelan migrants with emergency assistance for food, 

The pain of my neighbor

clothing and medicine. There, she saw her own people 
actively helping the Venezuelans, who she wholeheartedly 
considers to be her neighbors. 

However, despite all the aid being given to them, Porras 
believed the Colombian government did not give the 
appropriate amount of aid as they were not prepared to 
because of the massive scale of the migration. She saw 
the migrants not being given basic necessities and were 
often just a second thought to government officials. 

Porras sought answers for why they were being treated 
the way they were. She interviewed Bucaramanga’s top 
immigration officer. When she asked him about the rights 
of the migrants, the immigration officer claimed he never 
heard anything about them having rights and simply just 
wanted them to keep walking through the town until they 
reached their destination. 

Many NGOs, according to Porras, stepped up to help with 
migrant relief in response to the government's lack of it. 
One aspect she believed to be severely nonexistent was 
access to sources of basic information for the migrants. 
One NGO provided a map with information, however, 
most of the information and locations were wrong and 
led to a lot of confusion among the migrants. In response, 
Porras wrote proposals for grants which would help fund 
sources of vital information accessible to them.

The humanitarian crisis is still continuing today, however, 
Porras believes that it has slowly started to improve but 
acknowledges there is still a lot more work to be done to 
help the struggling migrants. Despite her no longer living 
in Colombia, she continues to see the Venezuelan people 
as nothing less than just her neighbors needing a helping 
and deserving hand. She will always refer to them as 
pana, Venezuelan slang for friend. Migrants in line for lunch at Entre Dos Tierras.

The Ortega Cisneros family.

CSUMB professor Estella Porras
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Bob Marley’s “One Love” was performed by the John 
Wineglass trio, accompanied by a student choir as the 
procession moved to place. The honored guests were 
dressed in robes and sat center stage as Wenda Fong, 
chair of the California State University (CSU) Board of 
Trustees, introduced the first speaker, Kanyon Coyote 
Woman Sayers-Roods. Her song and speech honored 
the indigenous peoples of Rumsen and Esselen, the 
first settlers on what is now California State University, 
Monterey Bay (CSUMB).

This was the scene as CSUMB held the Investiture of 
President Vanya Quiñones Friday Feb. 10 at the CSUMB 
World Theater. 

The theater was packed with staff, alumni, local 
dignitaries and, of course, Monte the Otter. Among those 
in attendance were Interim Chancellor of California State 
University Jolene Koester; Pace University President 
Marvin Krislov; presidents and trustees of CSUs, Hartnell 
College and Monterey Peninsula College. Guests also 
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Produce Truck 
gives free food to 

students
Story and photos by Maxwelle Tartaglia

California State University, Monterey Bay (CSUMB) 
students are now able to get a bag of free produce from 
the Food Bank of Monterey County on the second and 
fourth Wednesdays of the month.  

Hosted by The CSUMB Basic Needs Initiative, the 
Monterey County Food Bank Produce Truck last week 
started providing fresh, local, organic produce to students 
for free on a first-come, first-serve basis. 

Twice a month, students can stop by the truck located 
behind the Otter Express and pick up a bag to fill with 
fresh produce. 

Some of the produce provided this past Wednesday 
included radishes, onions, apples, oranges, cilantro, salad 
mixes, potatoes and more.

Basic Needs Programming Coordinator Robyn DoCanto 
coordinated the event, checking-in students, directing 
them to the free produce and encouraging them to visit 
the Basic Needs food pantry on campus.

“Free food over there [Building 12, Room 125] from 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m. every day!” Decanto told students.

CSUMB Basic Needs Initiative endeavors to support 
students to be successful by ensuring their basic needs are 
met through resources, access and advocacy.

“I know of a lot of other students who really take 
advantage of these events, so I think it is important to 
have services like this available for students,” said third-
year Katarina Cerda. 

included Marina Mayor Bruce Delgado, Seaside Mayor 
Ian Oglesby, Monterey County District 5 Supervisor 
Mary Adams, and Monterey Mayor and CSUMB 
Alumnus Tyller Williamson. A prerecorded message of 
Quiñones family celebrating her success was also played. 

“We offer Dr. Quiñones our unequivocal endorsement, 
sincere congratulations and our very best wishes for 
enduring success,” said Fong.

Provost and Vice President of Academic Affairs 
Katherine Kantardjief congratulated Quiñones, “In all 
of our conversations, whether one on one or with fellow 
cabinet members, she has an unwavering passion and 
focus on our students.”

Krislov spoke of his experience working with Quiñones 
at Pace, where she was provost and executive vice 
president for Academic Affairs before coming to CSUMB 
this fall.

“I know that Vanya can balance budgets because I 
watched her do it,” Krislov said. “I know that Vanya can 
manage a crisis, because our entire university relied on 
her through the pandemic. And I know that more than 
anything else, Vanya is committed to student success.”

Between speakers, there were performances of  jazz, 
mariachi, hula, choir and colorguard. American Sign 
Language interpreters were present at the front of the 
stage through the ceremony. 

After inviting Quiñones’ family in attendance to the 
stage, Koester presented the medallion to Quiñones and 

officially proclaimed her as President. The audience 
cheered in response.

The event concluded with a speech from Quiñones, in 
which she expresses her appreciation for all in attendance. 

“You are pivotal to helping our students, building our 
campus and ensuring we have partnerships in the 
community,” said Quiñones. “Donors and elected 
officials, you have my sincere gratitude.”

She told the story of her journey in academia and how 
education has transformed her family. “It started with 
my grandmother, Basillisa Torres Maldonado. …While 
raising her three kids, she completed her bachelor degree 
while working a demanding job. It was a commitment 
for her future and our family that drove her, but more 
importantly I learned firsthand that dreams are not easy to 
achieve, but they are doable with very hard work.”

 Quiñones says she aims to provide the same support that 
helped her thrive to her students, announcing CSUMB’s 
future as one of collaboration. 

Immediately following the Investiture was a reception 
held at the University Center where attendees enjoyed 
dinner, taiko drum corps and conversation with the new 
president. 

“Lo unico que puedo darles para un buen futuro es una 
buena educacion,” she quoted her grandmother. “So that 
is our mission. To ensure that our students have a strong 
future, through education.”
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Story by Andrea Valadez
Photos by Citlaly Jauregui

Students and staff were trained on handling encounters 
with campus and state police officers during a Know Your 
Rights workshop held by Black Students United (BSU) 
last Wednesday, Feb. 8. Attendees were educated on their 
rights, some of which are not always taught. 

Know Your Rights is one of several events the BSU has 
planned during Black history month. “You don’t want 
to just bow down. Stand firm in your rights,” advised 
Miriam Smith, local political activist and co-founder of 
the Monterey Black Lives Matter chapter. 

Smith provided a long list of tips and information to help 
students understand that “the law is always on your side, 
you just have to know how to work it.” She advised you 
only to crack open your window and to “fight every ticket 
you get - the majority of the time, the reason for the ticket 
is not accurate.” 

Smith's two most significant pieces of advice were to start 
recording the second you’re pulled over and remember 
your right to stay silent.

Smith assures that as public servants, officers have no 
constitutional right to privacy while on the job. So even if 
you are pressured to stop recording, never give in. 

She also spoke incredibly passionately about one’s right 
to silence when being pulled over. 

“You have every right to say no or not answer a question… 
It’s your duty not to be a witness against yourself,” 
explained Smith. Another thing people may not be aware 
of is that an officer is required to tell you what you’re 

Know your rights: What 
to do if you're pulled over

Learn how to become a 
bilingual teacher

Story and screenshots by Andrea Valadez

Future educators learned how to gain their Bilingual 
Authorization certification that will allow them to teach 
both English and non-English-speaking students during 
an online information session last Friday. 

The Making Accessible and Effective Systems for 
Teacher Readiness Outcomes (MAESTROs) program 
at California State University, Monterey Bay (CSUMB) 
partnered with Suzanne García-Mateus, assistant 
professor and the director of the Monterey Institute for 
English Learners Director, to lead a Zoom session. 

García-Mateus explained that the bilingual authorization 
program is open during the Summer and Fall ‘23 
schedule and consists of three online and in-person 
courses. Local Monterey County bilingual teachers teach 
the classes and the course load is mainly in Spanish. 

Most students choose to enter the program after 
graduation. Still, some teachers apply after experience 
because it “opens up for more pay, and bilingual teachers 
receive a stipend” from the state.

In order to qualify, applicants must already have a valid 
California teaching credential and have received a 
passing score on the California Subject Examinations for 
Teachers (CSET) 3. This multiple-subject exam tests for 
knowledge in physical education, human development, 
and the visual and performing arts. 

García-Mateus advises that “in order for the state to grant 
you a Bilingual Authorization certification, not only do 
you need to pass the CSET but pass all three classes with 
a B- or better.” She also urges students to attend each 
weekly class because “it’s a very intense program.”

The most rigorous class of the three is ED 604A/B 
Bilingual Field Experience (June 12- July 7), which 
consists of in-person field experience with classrooms of 
bilingual students from Salinas, Watsonville or Soledad. 

In this course, prospective teachers must complete 20 
hours in a classroom setting focusing on “observation, 
participation, planning and practice.” Working with the 
mentor teacher to create a consistent schedule for this 
course is essential.

The other two classes offered are ED 610 Methods and 
Inquiry for Bilingual Teachers (this is the hybrid course 
from June 12-23) and ED 629 (June 26- July 7), which 
examines the “culture and education of Latinx students.” 
Students can register for each class until one week before 
each start date.

For more information on becoming a certified bilingual 
educator, visit https://csumb.edu/education/maestros/.

being pulled over for before they ask for your license 
- if there’s no articulable reason for the stop, don’t feel 
pressured to hand over your license. Instead, make it 
respectfully known that you know your rights and simply 
ask, “Am I free to go?”

It may seem daunting, but Smith said “if [officers] know 
you know your rights, they’re less likely to harass you.” 

Smith also works with the local organization Community 
831, which aims to teach volunteers how to de-escalate 
situations and act as emergency responders in place of 
police officers.

Students at the event voiced their concerns over the 
amplified police presence on campus. “A professor and 
student were late to a class I was in because they got held 
up trying to diffuse a situation where a black woman was 
pulled over on campus and was being antagonized by 
UPD,” said fourth-year Jojo Cook.

Cook shared that she’s heard more stories of the 
university police pulling over students and arguing 
verbally rather than stories of stopping “partying or drug 
busting.”
To get involved with Community 831, contact 
pausethecalls@gmail.com or call (831) 747-5880.
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Story by Anastasia Swann

Three career fairs take place Feb. 21, 22 and 23, each 
targeting different student demographics. These events 
are very beneficial for students looking to break into their 
prospective career fields or just to find on or off-campus 
jobs. Either way, you want to make a good impression but 
need to know how to prepare for an event that demands 
professionalism. 

Multiple campus resource programs in partnership with 
Second-Year Experience have come together to help 
give students a leg up when they’re ready to join the 
workforce.

The Career Fair Prep is almost a week before any career 
fairs start, taking place on Wednesday, February 15 at 11 
a.m. and will provide a variety of resources that are all 
free to students.

Story and photos by Max Guerrera and Andrea Valadez 

The Swifties at California State University, Monterey 
Bay (CSUMB) officially met last Friday for the first time 
to introduce their board and play various games. They 
encouraged fellow Taylor Swift fans on campus to join, 
have a good time and connect with people who share their 
interests. 

The Swifties make sure anyone on campus who likes or 
loves Taylor Swift has a space to come together, listen 
and have a good time. Members will be able to connect 
through “album listening sessions, themed meetings 
and networking opportunities,”  said fourth-year club 
president Katie Scariot.

Around ten members showed up and played an 
icebreaker game during the meeting, getting into groups 
by categories with silent communication. The types 
included favorite albums, the year they became Swifties 
and favorite colors. Board members took time to go over 
plans for future meetings and are looking forward to a 
Taylor Swift-themed Karaoke night in the Rookery on the 
third floor of the Otter Student Union on Feb. 28. 

Scariot explained “the purpose of the club is to make sure 
people feel safe and accepted.” 

Fourth-year Julie Ramirez helped Scariot found the club. 
“I love being involved on campus, so I wanted to branch 
out and create an inclusive environment for students, 
whether they’re Taylor Swift fans or not.” 

Career Fair is right 
around the corner 

Swifties at CSUMB meet for 
the first time

Resume Review: 
Career advisors from the Center for Academic, Career 
and Student Success will assist students who bring their 
resumes to improve their content and format.

Say Cheese: 
The communications department will give students 
professional headshots for their professional portfolios, 
Linkedin accounts and more.

Keep Calm: 
We’re all well aware of the stress of interviewing and 
applying for jobs, and Basic Needs has got you covered. 
They’ll provide students with tips and tricks on managing 
their anxieties and going into their interviews confidently.

Look Good, Play Good: 
Don’t let a lack of business wear hold you back from 
taking advantage of the opportunities these career fairs 
pose! Otter Outfitters will be there for students to find the 
perfect interview outfit for them.

Best Hair Day: 
Haircuts aren’t always affordable for students; sometimes, 
a fresh cut is all you need. That’s what ClipDart is there 
for! They are professional barbers who ensure every 
student looks and feels their best, textured or straight hair.

Head over to MyRaft to register for these events and get 
more information. 

The executive board of the club urges members to form 
connections and create communities with each other and 
think about joining the board once the current members 
graduate.

“I’m so excited because I want to be part of a community 
where we spend our free time listening to someone who 
cares so much and puts so much detail into her music for 
us,” said Damaris Ispache, a third-year transfer student. 

The board has created content across several social media 
sites, such as Instagram and TikTok. On their TikTok 
account, the Swifties are recreating music videos to 

“inspire and unite Swifties through the CSUMB campus” 
and reach more students who may have been too shy to 
attend the first meeting.

It was also announced that a special event is in the works 
– a Swiftie dance party. The board also asked members 
how the funding from Associated Students should be 
spent to develop the club, so Swifties are looking forward 
to potential perks and merch. 

“We want to build a legacy, “ exclaimed Ramirez. “We 
want students to be passionate about their involvement on 
campus, and we feel like this is a really good outlet to do 
that.”

Photo by Andrea Valadez

Photo by Max Guerrera

Photo by Andrea Valadez
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What is your worst 
date experience?

Alex Schilling (left)
Liberal Studies
Third-Year

Finnlee Morgan
Marine Science
First-Year

Emma Alexander
Communication Design
Fourth-Year

“We were in the middle of getting a smoothie 
while waiting on a table. Right after we 
paid, the whole city of Monterey had a 
power outage. The Jamba juice refused to 
give us our money back and couldn’t use 
the blenders. After waiting an hour for our 
table, they had to shut down and couldn’t 
serve anybody. Frustrated and hangry, we 
tried to get picnic ingredients from Safeway 
but their power was out too. We decided to 
head back to Sacramento, but realized we 
had no gas and couldn’t stop at any of the 
shut down stations. We started freaking out 
and  barely made it to one with power. Half 
of the day was spent starving, hangry and 
we were out $15.”

“I planned the date, drove myself and 
went to a nice sushi restaurant looking 
all cute just for the guy to show up in a 
hoodie. Didn’t even compliment me or 
pay!”

“I was seeing a guy over the summer 
and for one of our dates we went out 
together for dinner. He got insanely 
drunk so I had to drive his car home 
for him, and long story short I almost 
got arrested because he had unopened 
alcohol in the car and I got searched by 
six policemen for about an hour and a 
half until CHP picked me up at 2 a.m. and 
drove me home.”

Otter Chatter By Ferris Crosby & Arianna Nalbach

CVS and Amazon taking 
over big pharma
Story by Max Guerrera
Photo courtesy of Mike Mareen - stock.adobe.com

The health care industry is becoming more interconnected 
as CVS Pharmacy stated they will acquire Oak Street 
Health for $10.6 billion by the end of this year on Feb. 
1 and on Jan. 24, Amazon announced RxPass, a $5 
prescription delivery service for Prime members.

Oak Street Health is a primary care provider endorsed 
by the American Association of Retired Persons, more 
commonly known as AARP, which specializes in treating 
older adults. Recently CVS has been expanding through 
multiple different outlets, and in January they invested 

$100 million in Carbon Health, a membership-free 
primary care provider. CVS will now be offering clinical 
services and is closer to becoming an all in one provider. 

Amazon is using the same strategy and it was recently 
reported by the Wall Street Journal on Feb. 3 that they 
are being examined by the Federal Trade Commission 
(FTC) for antitrust violations. Official reports have yet to 
be released, but the FTC has been monitoring Amazon’s 
business practices for years to determine if they favor 
their own products over other vendors on their platform. 

Along with their absorption of RxPass, Amazon 
acquired One Medical, a virtual care membership, in 
July of 2022 after shutting down Amazon Care. While 
acquisitions such as these can drive up product prices 
and temporarily stunt revenue, investors approve of 
them as absorbing other companies could bring a greater 
return of investment for Amazon in the long run because 
eliminating competition means consumers will have less 
options to shop elsewhere. 
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Story by Oscar Daniel Jimenez Iniguez 
and Anastasia Swann 
Photos by Oscar Daniel Jimenez Iniguez

The California State University, Monterey Bay (CSUMB) 
men’s baseball team lost three of their home-opening 
games against visiting Point Loma Nazarene 22-6, 13-3, 
and 9-6 on Feb. 10-11 in what was supposed to be a four-
game series cut short due to heavy rain before the final 
game.

With cold winds and rain pouring down on the Otter 
Sports Complex baseball field and support from a large 
turnout of loud and rowdy fans, anticipation for the #25 
ranked Otters against the #4 ranked Sea Lions was high. 

The Otters, coming off splitting a series with Azusa 
Pacific University, were eager to play and test their 
talents against another highly ranked and esteemed team. 
However, the Otters did not match the Sea-Lions level 
of play as they were outmanned and outplayed in every 
aspect, with Point Loma ultimately proving to be the best 
team. 

Regardless, the Otters put up a fight and were still in all 
of the games early on. In the end, the Sea-Lions scored 
multiple runs at the end of each game which extinguished 
the Otters chances for a comeback.

Some key notable Otters for the four-game series were 
Nico Hartojo (#8) for hitting, Nate Rohlicek (#15) for 
pitching and Jacob Dressler (#10) for fielding. 

Hartojo went to bat three times in Friday’s second game, 
got on base each time and scored twice. Rohlicek had 
six strikeouts and gave up only two earned runs over the 
course of the four innings he pitched. Dressler alone had 
11 putouts—meaning he completed 11 outs by catching 
batted balls, tagging the runner, stepping in a base for a 
force out, or more. 

The Otters fell to 2-5, while the Sea-Lions improved to 
7-1.

The Otters will play in their first California Collegiate 
Athletic Association game this season against Stanislaus 
State in a four-game series on Feb. 24-26 at Warrior 
Baseball Field in Turlock.

Otters swept by Point 
Loma in a key early 
season matchup 

Columns

See all game scores on page 8.

Story by Estrella McDaniel
Trailer screenshots by Arianna Nalbach

In this action-packed romantic comedy, Jennifer Lopez is 
the starring lead in what was supposed to be a beautiful 
wedding but turned out to be a hostage disaster. 

The acting was good and it had the right amount of action 
and romance. There were also a lot of great actors and 
actresses in this film, including leading stars Jennifer 
Lopez, Josh Duhamel, Jennifer Coolidge and so many 
more. 

However for “Shotgun Wedding,” the script itself is 
where things could’ve been better. The actors made it 
work, but there was just so much going on in this film. 

Not only is there family drama at this wedding, but the 
fact that it has a hostage situation makes this film more 
exciting and makes you want to see what happens. 

Most of the plot of the movie was still good though, 
every character was connected somehow and it all came 
together at the end.  

The setting of this wedding is in the Philippines, which 
made the shots of this film stunning. There were great 
camera angles at some points.

Some parts of the movie were predictable, but they made 
up for it by casting the right people. 

The cast helped to make “Shotgun Wedding” better. 
Everyone did great with what they were given. If there 
were different actors and actresses, it would have made 
the film terrible and hard to watch. 

Shotgun Wedding falls flat
Many viewers’ expectations were elevated because of 
the nonstop trailers and advertising for this movie, the 
bar was set high and many people were expecting more, 
including me.  

With Jason Moore as the director, you’re not sure what to 
expect. Ge’s also directed all of the Pitch Perfects, The 
Sorcerer’s Apprentice and more. 

All of this being said, the film came off as more of an old 
sitcom with its script, but if you go in with an open mind, 
you may be satisfied. 

Movie Review

Sports
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Story by Nadia Puli 
Illustration by Haley Graham

“Delirium” by Lauren Oliver initially stood out to me 
for its intriguing concept. A story set in a dystopian 
society, in Portland, Oregon to be exact, where love is a 
disease and the American society is forced, by the fascist 
government, to be cured of it. 

I loved this concept not only because I hadn’t read 
anything exactly like it before, but also because of the 
slight jealousy I felt from not having thought of it myself. 
It was an enjoyable read for sure. Like all great dystopian 
novels it has a strong female lead character who is 
relatable and described as “plain looking” which I'm 
convinced is a prerequisite to qualify for this role in any 
dystopian novel. 

Although, what struck me about this character, Lena 
Haloway, was that she isn’t only described as plain, but 
also quite narrow minded and prone to blissful ignorance. 
Of course, she has some character development which 
was satisfying to read. There is an overwhelming sense 
of relatability to her. Being just a teenage girl she 
struggles with anxiety and constant self doubt, something 
everyone has been guilty of at least once in life. These 
feelings only intensify once she meets her love interest, 
Alex, an undercover resistor from “the Wilds,” a place 
outside of Portland unregulated by the government. It’s 
only through Alex that Lena learned what love really is.

Story by Estrella McDaniel
Trailer screenshots by Arianna Nalbach

Valentine’s Day always seems like a day where you have 
to go out, but you can just stay in and relax. If you’re 
spending Valentine’s Day with yourself or even with a 
significant other, staying in and watching movies is a 
perfect idea. Whether it’s your self-care and you need 
something to watch while enjoying your favorite savory 
snacks like chocolate-covered strawberries or any sweets. 
Here’s a list of great movies for this specific mood. 

1. Valentine’s Day
Like its title says, this movie is based on Valentine’s Day. 
It goes into detail about a series of interconnected couples 
and the highs and lows of wanting/finding love on this 
day as this holiday unfolds the nightmares of long-term 
commitment, first dates, young crushes and old flames 
looking to rekindle. This movie is currently available on 
HBO Max. 

2. 10 Things I Hate 
About You
This film explores sisterhood, high school flings and strict 
parenting. When Bianca, the younger sister of Kat, gets 
hit on by the coolest guy in school and wants to date him, 
her dad gives her an ultimatum saying when Kat dates 
someone, then Bianca can. There’s just one problem: Kat 
hates the entire male species until Patrick Verona comes 
into the picture. Will Kat let her walls down for him? In 
this late 1990’s film, there’s a perfect mix of romance and 
comedy. “10 Things I Hate About You” is now available 
on Disney+. 

3. The Notebook
In this heartbreaking Nicholas Sparks love story, two 
people who are destined for each other meet in the 1940s. 
This movie ties in the struggles and hardships of loving 
someone so much that it nearly kills you. In Ally and 
Noah’s love story, you’ll understand the true meaning of 
soulmates. Be sure to bring your tissues to watch “The 
Notebook” on HBO Max.  

Top five Valentine's Day movies
4. Crazy Rich Asians
“Crazy Rich Asians” is a perfect mix of romance and 
comedic relief when Rachel Chu couldn’t be more 
than happy to accompany her boyfriend, Nick, to his 
best friend’s wedding in Singapore. She’s shocked to 
learn that Nick’s family is one of the richest ones there, 
with Rachel feeling out of place will their love make it. 

“Crazy Rich Asians” is now available on HBO Max. 

5. Always Be My Maybe
When childhood sweethearts have a falling out and 
haven’t spoken for 15 years, they then come to reconnect 
as adults. Marcus and Sasha run into each other in San 
Francisco. There’s still chemistry between the two, but 
they come from different worlds. Will the two be able to 
see past that? This rom-com got excellent ratings and is a 
movie to watch for a good laugh. “Always be my Maybe” 
is available on Netflix. 

Nadia's Nook: Delirium 
by Lauren Oliver

My own feelings while reading this book 
consisted of highs and lows. At times 
I couldn't put the book down and kept it 
probably 6 inches from my face while it 
sucked me in. Other times I felt like I was 
reading just waiting to feel that same rush again. 
The second feeling happened much more often. 

Like I said, the concept, amazing, the execution, well 
that fell a little flat for me. I just felt like I was waiting 
for something awesome to happen. I mean I love a good 
love story as much as anyone, but personally I would 
have liked a little more action and adventure. 

My favorite dynamic wasn’t even Lena and Alex actually. 
It was Lena and her lifelong friend Hana. Their friendship 
was genuine and I saw a lot of my own friendships 
reflected in it. Lena and Hana are both definitely girls’ 
girls. I loved the relationships so much that I wish Oliver 
would have conveyed her message more rawly and 
emotionally. It felt like she was just before the finish line, 
but never quite took that final step. It was… safe. No risk 
factor. Again, good book and amazing story building, but 
I’m not in a rush to read the rest of the series. 

Overall, this book is about the importance of love and 
how without the bad feelings the good ones wouldn’t 

be worth as much. Oliver uses different relationship 
dynamics between family, friends, and lovers to convey 
this idea. She built an interesting world with meaningful 
character building. It left me feeling incredibly grateful 
for the people in my life. 

After reading “Delirium” I have no doubt you won’t 
call up your loved ones just to remind them how much 
they mean to you. To quote Oliver, “You can’t be happy 
unless you’re unhappy sometimes.” We all need love 
otherwise what's the point of all this?

Always Be My Maybe

Valentine's Day

The Notebook
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Can you unscramble these 
Valentine’s Day-related words 
to reveal their true meaning?

Answers:

Date, Romance, Red, 
Hearts, Love Letters, 

Chocolates, Pink, 
Roses, February, 

Gifts

Feb. 5 @ Concordia University for   

	 							Concordia	Kickoff
	Classic

Softball
L 0 - 2

Feb. 9 @ Cal State San Bernardino

Feb. 11 @ Cal Poly Pomona

Women’s Basketball
L 68 - 80

L 64 - 69
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Game Results

Feb. 9 @ Cal State San Bernardino

Feb. 11 @ Cal Poly Pomona

Men’s Basketball
L 80 - 95

L 63 - 73

Feb. 10 vs Point Loma Nazarene

Feb. 11  vs Point Loma Nazarene

Feb. 10 vs Point Loma Nazarene

Baseball
L 6 - 22

L 6 - 9

L 3 - 13

Feb. 11 vs University of the Pacific 
        @ Aggie Invite

Feb. 11 vs Cal State East Bay 
        @ Aggie Invite

Women’s Water Polo
L 1 - 17

L 6 - 12

Feb. 11 @ Biola University

Softball
W 3 - 1


