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Story and photos by Max Guerrera 

Sixty three clubs sent members to represent their 
organizations at California State University Monterey 
Bay’s (CSUMB) Otter Showcase club fair on Wednesday, 
Feb. 1. The Otter Showcase occurs the second Wednesday 
of every semester and this time, it saw a change of 
scenery. Instead of setting up in the Main Quad, tables 
lined up the hill of 5th Avenue, next to the Otter Student 
Union, with club representatives ready to greet and 
connect with students. 

From Greek life to Black Students United, there is a 
club for every Otter. Recreational sports such as soccer, 
volleyball, sailing, water polo, cheer, women's rugby and 
Otter dance chatted with students, eager to recruit more 
players for their teams.

For students who are interested in a more relaxed activity, 
the roleplaying game club, chess club and music clubs are 
recruiting members.

 Fourth-year music major Nathan Barret worked his way 
up to vice president of the music club and encouraged 
students of any skill level to join. 

“Our typical meetings are jam sessions and we have 
instruments available for everyone to play,” he said.

Third-year Black Students United member Amaya 
Watson was excited to share the events they have planned 
for Black History Month (February). 

Watson said that the purpose of the club is to “Provide 
a community for all students on campus like minorities 
and those who want to talk about situations that have to 
do with the black community. We come together and we 
provide comfort and support, anyone can join.” 

Third-year Black Students United President Jamie Booth 
said students should get involved with Black Students 
United because “We’re fun. We’re just a vibe overall 
and we have great events coming up for Black History 
Month.”

Another one of the many ways to get involved on campus 
is by joining the Associated Students (AS), who are 
responsible for funding the clubs on campus, planning 
events, engaging in activism, awarding scholarships 
and more. Their most recent projects were planning the 
Winter Formal and choosing vendors for the AS Farmers 
Market. Ana Munoz, the AS Sustainability Senator joined 
after attending last semester's Otter Showcase. 

“I wanted to become more involved with my major 
and make a difference environmentally,” Munoz said. 

“Senators meet and discuss the needs of the public.” 

Otters raft up at 
Otter Showcase 

Spring 2023

Otters raft up at 
Otter Showcase 

Spring 2023

The Otter Showcase also had job opportunities. First Year 
Experience members were recruiting leaders for first 
year experience to support students who are new to the 
CSUMB community.

 “This is my first year of college and [First Year 
Experience is] a really good transition in,” said first-year 
Katherine Caballero. “It’s a supportive organization to 
learn leadership and communication skills.” Joining the 
club gave her the opportunity to connect with and learn 
from older students, “I’ve met fourth-years of my own 
major who have supported me.”

Several Greek life organizations also attended the Otter 
Showcase. Roy Sanchez, an alumnus who graduated in 
2018 proudly represented Gamma Zeta Alpha, a fraternity 
that emphasizes community service and Latino culture 
and issues.

“My first semester here was really hard because I 
transferred in with no connections. I wish that I would 
have joined sooner because the sense of community and 
brotherhood kept me here.” 

The Gammas said that their organization focuses on 
academic excellence, brotherhood and community service 
both within and outside the university. 

Students collected gifts and prizes such as stickers, candy 
and even temporary tattoos as they learned more about 
the clubs on campus. 

Third-year Lollie Harvey explored her options at the Otter 
Showcase and said, “I enjoy the idea of the hospitality 
club because I’ve never heard of something like that.” 

It's exciting to find organizations for familiar hobbies 
and students are also encouraged to pick up a new skill 
because most clubs are eagerly accepting new members 
of any experience level. Contact information and club 
websites can be found on MyRaft. 
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Story by Estrella McDaniel
Illustration by Malia Savella 

With the beginning of the spring semester here, it can be 
difficult for students to get suitable textbooks quickly and 
reasonably priced.

Luckily some options make this task easier for everyone 
at California State University, Monterey Bay (CSUMB).

The campus library is a great place to receive the help 
you may need in order to get everything required from a 
specific class.   

“Powell's Books (the bookstore chain) is a great resource 
to find affordable books, as well as Amazon, but along 
with getting books, students can also get research help in 
the library,” said librarian Sarah Dahlen. “Meaning help 
with almost any aspect of research they’re doing for a 
paper.” 

Many students don’t know what the campus library can 
provide for them, Dahlen said, and how you can reserve 
textbooks there for their classes.  

Some professors will put your textbooks into the system 
where you can then just go to the front desk in the library 
and put in what class you’re taking then your books will 
pop up to reserve. 

“Something that can make things easier for students is 
CSUMB giving more of a renting option on textbooks 
because there wasn’t that option for me like on Amazon,” 
said fourth-year Ashley Tamayo.   

Many students need help getting books from the campus 
bookstore, but sometimes the books they need have been 
placed on backorder.

Having their books placed on backorder can lead to 
students not receiving textbooks on time and potentially 
getting behind in class.

Easy, affordable ways 
to get your textbooks
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“We go based on the professors, so the professors are the 
ones to send us what books are required for the upcoming 
semester,” said Eduardo Casarubias, a fourth-year 
employee at the CSUMB bookstore. 

“We proceed to ask them how many copies are needed 
and when the professors don’t specify the amount 
or quantity, we just estimate, which can then lead to 
backorders happening because we couldn’t order enough 
due to lack of communication from the professors,” said 
Casarubias. 

Due to this, the bookstore has to take longer on some 
orders, which can mean some students are left without 
textbooks for a while longer. 

“Another problem is that specifically when it comes to 
first-years, they come in looking for books and if they 
can’t find it, they leave, but most of the time we have 
alternative options,” said Casarubias.

“Some examples could be digital versions,”  he said. “We 
also have an option where they can just special order 
as well at the store and they can then receive their book 
when it comes in.”

Through their time on campus, some 
students have found what worked 
best for them and what to avoid 
when it’s time to purchase 
textbooks. 

“Definitely wait until 
you actually 
get to class 
before 

ordering textbooks because some professors will have 
it on the syllabus and will end up saying you don’t need 
it or will provide it for you,” said fourth-year transfer 
student Kat Sanchez. 

The change in the bookstore’s location from the 
University Center (by the World Theater) to the ground 
floor of the Otter Student Union has appeared to be 
helpful since it’s not on the far side of campus anymore 
and the foot traffic has increased. 

“I’ve been working here at the bookstore since my 
freshman year, and we had trouble then since it was 
farther away from campus to now where it’s on the main 
campus for everyone to have access,” said Casarubias. 

The bookstore is more convenient when it’s right in front 
of you rather than ordering on Amazon or other websites 
that aren’t through the campus.  

“I go to the on-campus bookstore to get my books and I 
usually stick with the used option just to make it more 
affordable, ” said first-year Nick Barbaccia. 

“Ordering online was made very easy through the 
bookstore website. You just schedule a day to 

pick it up and they’ll have it there 
for you sometimes [as quickly 

as] the next day,” said 
Barbaccia. 

AS Farmer’s Market 
is back Story and photos by Ferris Crosby

With the Spring semester back in full swing, students 
snacked on delicious samosas and sipped boba tea while 
filling their tote bags full of fresh produce and flowers at 
the Associated Students’ (AS) Farmer’s Market recently. 

Every Thursday, the Farmer’s Market sets up in Lot 71 — 
the large parking lot across from the Otter Student Union 

– with the first one of the semester taking place on Jan. 26. 

There were four tables full of carrots, potatoes and 
other produce from Santa Clara County. In addition to 
groceries, the other ten tents sold fresh flowers, snacks 
and an assortment of jewelry. 

There was something for everyone, including the hungry 
students who picked up hummus, baked potatoes or fresh 
sliced fruit before sitting and enjoying the music and 
games from AS. 

The AS tent reminded students of benefits all Otters have 
access to this semester, such as discounted tickets to off-
campus events, hammocks to borrow and a toilet pantry 
that provides hygiene products for free.  

Robyn DoCanto, a Basic Needs Programming 
Coordinator, helped students make the most of their 
benefits at the Basic Needs tent. 

This includes vouchers, a market match that matches one 
EBT dollar to a dollar that can be redeemed at the farmers 
market and many more resources listed on the Basic 
Needs section of CSUMB’s website. No matter your 
financial situation, assistance is available to you.

Missed this week? The farmers market returns every 
Thursday from 2-6 p.m. until May 5.
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Story and photos by Max Guerrera

The California State University, Monterey Bay (CSUMB) 
men's basketball team had its five-game winning streak 
snapped, losing to visiting California State University, 
San Marcos 72-71 Feb. 2

San Marcos scored the winning layup with less than two 
minutes left. CSUMB hadn’t lost since Jan. 12 against 
Dominguez Hills. 

It was a disappointing loss for CSUMB which is now 
10-11 overall and 8-8 in California Collegiate Athletic 
Association play. If there was any encouragement from 
the loss it was the fact that San Marcos is near the top of 
the conference standings at 12-3 and is 13-7 overall.

While it wasn’t the outcome the Otters were hoping for, 
the energy in the bleachers and on the court team elevated 
the game. Levi Franklin (#3) broke the lead with a 
three-pointer in the second half and fans celebrated in the 
stands, making a giant wave throughout the bleachers. 

“It was great to have the fans back,” Franklin said. “The 
fans were electric tonight. That’s what gave us the 
comeback, I think.”

CSUMB came back with a 89-84 overtime victory over 
California State University, Los Angeles Feb. 4.

The Otters will be heading to California State University, 
San Bernardino on Feb. 12 to face off the Coyotes. For 
more information on future games, head to 
otteratheltics.com

Men’s basketball loses, 
ending their win streak

Women's basketball struggles 
to work around player injuries

Story and photos by Max Guerrera  

The California State University, Monterey Bay women's 
basketball team played their first game back from winter 
break against California State University, San Marcos on 
Feb. 2 and lost 48-76. 

It may seem like the team is going through a rough patch 
because four of their players are injured, but they stayed 
in the game by adapting to whatever challenges they 
faced. 

The Otters had an exciting start to the game, taking the 
lead but they weren't able to stay ahead. Fans in the 
crowd kept the spirit alive, and first-year Luke Fry said 
he was there to support his favorite player, Gabby Kime 
(#22). 

He said he shows his spirit “by yelling and being loud” to 
show the other team what it’s like in the Kelp Bed. 

In an interview before the game Lauren Pointer, a fifth-
year shooting guard said the team has been working to 
improve.
 

“We've been working on the little things, communication 
and defense,” said Pointer. “That wins championships and 
wins games.” 

Pointer has been observing her team from the sidelines 
as she recovers from an injury. After playing against San 
Marcos, she added that to adapt to playing as a more 
minor team, “We focus on the little things that we can 
control and people have been stepping up to the plate.” 

While they are currently in last place of the California 
Collegiate Athletic Association standings at 5-16 overall 
and 1-15 in conference play, they still have seven games 
left.

They will be heading to California State University, San 
Bernardino on Feb. 12 to face off the coyotes. For more 
information on future games, head to otteratheltics.com
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Story by Oscar Daniel Jimenez Iniguez
Infographic by Haley Graham

Over the course of 13 years, California State University 
Monterey Bay (CSUMB) baseball Coach Walt White 
has introduced a culture of success and winning into 
the program. In his first year as head coach in 2011,  his 
team surpassed the previous season’s total wins, win 
percentage, and conference wins. 

In 2013, White led his team to CSUMB baseball’s first 
California Collegiate Athletic Association (CCAA) 
conference title and NCAA West Regional appearance. It 
was the first season that any CSUMB baseball head coach 
posted a winning record since the program's inception 
in 2006. And it didn’t stop there, as just five seasons 
later he repeated his previous success winning another 
CCAA conference title and appearing in the NCAA West 
Regional.

White’s 12th season last year was nothing short of 
historic, as his team finished 38-17 with a CCAA regular 
season record of 31-9, where he yet again led his team to 
another conference title and regional appearance. Since 
becoming head coach he has posted an overall record of 
330-230 along with coaching 21 all-region players and 52 
players on All-CCAA teams. 

Coming into this season, CSUMB baseball ranks No. 
25 in the Division II preseason poll by the National 
Collegiate Baseball Writers Association (NCBWA) and 
for the first time in the program's history was picked 
in the preseason coaches poll to win the CCAA title. 
However, White isn’t taking the preseason polls as a sign 
of accomplishment, but as a sign of respect.

“To be honest it doesn't mean a whole lot to me. I think 
the meaning of it is that we've started to earn people's 
respect. It's taken three championships and us being at 
the top of our conference the three of the last four years, 
we've gotten to play to earn some of the respect from 
other teams.”

With all eyes on CSUMB favored to win back-to-back 
conference titles and make a deep run into the playoffs, 
White acknowledges that the spotlight on the team will 
attract more competition from other teams eager to 
dethrone them.

“In the grand scheme of things, it just puts a bigger target 
on our back. And we welcome that. I think when you're 
picked as a preseason favorite, it's a testament to some 
of the teams in the past that have put us on the map. In 
a sense we love the expectations, we embrace them and 
we've got a lot to prove.”

With expectations high this season, White aims to 
advance his team past the NCAA West Regional and into 
the Division II Super Regionals, something that he has 
not accomplished yet. He knows his team this season is 
more than capable enough to reach that goal, but always 
reminds himself and the team that it won’t come easily or 
so soon.

“Ultimately, we know we're good enough to win the whole 
thing. It's just about playing our best baseball at the end 
of the season. It's a daily process to reach the goals we 
have set in front of us, but we know we aren’t going 
to reach them in February. It's something that's going 
to be gradual where we get a little bit better in small 
increments every day so at the end of the season we'll be 
the best team.”

Otters looking ready 
to break through

Editors note: due to COVID-19, the 2020 
season was shortened and there was no 
2021 season.

THE TEAM

White believes his roster this season is overall the most 
talented one he has assembled at CSUMB. It is built on 
pitching and defense, but White feels as if pitching is 
going to be the team's strength going into the season.

He returned some key players and has some notable 
transfer players that he believes are all sure to make an 
impact.

 “You're never going to be successful with just one or 
two guys, it's a collective effort in terms of guys that are 
returning and leadership that is from within will get us off 
to a really good start,” said White.

One of the key returning players is Chase Lindemann 
(#9) who finished second on the team last season with 
59 runs scored, fourth most in the CCAA. Also back is 
center fielder Kyle Guerra (#7) who batted .294. 

Also returning is CCAA and CCA Regional Player of the 
year Brady Miguel (#8) who hit .395 and led CSUMB 
and the CCAA with 83 hits. Coach White believes that 
Miguel’s leadership along with his humble and reserved 
personality add a significant amount to the team’s overall 
success.

On the mound, Ryan Platero (#4) returns coming off 
13 starts and 70 innings pitched last season along with 
second baseman Nico Hartjojo (#8) who finished second 
on the team in home runs with 7 and will be in the 
pitching rotation this season after a breakout summer.

Added to the pitching rotation this season is Aidan Lee, 
a transfer from the University of San Francisco, and 
University of Nevada transfer Nate Rohlicek. White 
believes that his new pitching rotation this season is 
on par with that of a Division I team and plans on 
incorporating each of his pitchers gradually while 
improving their arm strength along the way. 

The team got off to a solid start this past weekend 
splitting a four-game series against Azusa Pacific 
University, which knocked them out of the NCAA West 
Regional last year. The Otters return home to face Point 
Loma Nazarene in another four-game series on Feb. 
10-11. Both of the teams are ranked highly in the West 
Regional with Azusa Pacific at No. 2 and Point Loma at 
No. 1, with CSUMB at No. 3. 

This was all by design according to White as he felt 
confident in scheduling both teams to face CSUMB early 
in the season. He believed he could have easily scheduled 
beatable teams but decided not to as he wanted to play 
against the best teams early in order to see where his 
team lines up going into the remainder of the season.

“We are playing two teams that are veteran teams that 
know us well. They probably had some better weather 
going into their practice time, so they may be more 
prepared. It’s going to be a challenge no matter what, but 
we're excited about it and we look forward to it.”

Photo courtesy of Mak Webber

Photo courtesy of Mak Webber

Photo courtesy of 
Brent Dundore-Arias
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Story and photos by Oscar Daniel Jimenez Iniguez

The California State University, Monterey Bay women’s 
water polo team was decisively defeated by visiting 
Azusa Pacific University 6-17 in a non-conference match 
Feb. 4 in their second home game.

For the entire game, the momentum was solely controlled 
by the Cougars as they started the first quarter defensively, 
shutting out the Otters along with five consecutive goals, 
all scored by Madeline Schultz (#13). 

It wasn't until the second quarter that the Otters scored 
their first goal by Kaya Eaton (#20). However, by the end 
of the quarter, the Cougars were up 8-1, going into the 
half.

The second half was similar as Azusa Pacific continued 
to outshoot and outscore the Otters. Monterey Bay only 
managed to score five more goals, while the Cougars 
scored nine in what was a lopsided game, ultimately in 
favor of Azusa Pacific. 

The Otters fell to 2-4 overall, while the Cougars 
improved to 3-5.

Their next game will be on Feb. 11 against the University 
of the Pacific. For more information on upcoming games, 
visit otterathletics.com.

Women’s water polo 
falls in a lopsided game 
against Azusa Pacific

Editor’s note: The Performing Otters can 
be found on MyRaft or reached via email at 
performingotters@csumb.edu

What clubs would you like to 
see on campus?

Mad Bolander
Humanities and Communication
Fourth-Year

Hinako Kobashi
Global Studies
Fourth-Year

Anika Lueniger
Tourism Mangement
Second-Year

"I think we could introduce a language 
club on campus that meets to encourage 
language majors to engage more within 
their chosen dialect. This could be a 
great club for international students or 
students who wish to intern, travel or 
work abroad. I would also like to see the 
Auditorium in the CAHSS building be 
utilized for a film club where students 
could watch and analyze classics from 
all around the globe."

"I would like to see a surf club or water 
activity club. We are so close to the 
beach and the ocean."

"I would like to see a performing club, 
because I love acting and played in 
theater for a few years. I like to create 
characters and get into characters. At 
other universities you don't get deep into 
characters because they change every 
semester."

Otter Chatter By Helene Kristensen
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Story and screenshots by Andrea Valadez

The years you spend in college are filled with late night 
study sessions, stressing about your major, and for some, 
a lot of tears. It can be difficult to find a constructive 
way to spend your time amidst all of the stress, but these 
movies and sitcoms depict the uncertainty of coming of 
age in a way that may help you realize you’re not alone in 
wondering what your future will look like.

Community

This six-season sitcom is available to watch on Netflix 
and Hulu. It follows a group of seven community 
college students throughout their journey at Greendale 
Community College. The show stars actors such as 
Joel McHale, Yvette Nicole Brown and Donald Glover 
(a.k.a. Childish Gambino). The majority of the main cast 
are older than 21 and going back to school to explore 
new careers. The show is quirky and has many out-of-
pocket storylines that keep an audience entertained while 
learning about themselves through the characters.

The Perks of Being a Wallflower

Originally a novel, this movie follows high school 
freshman Charlie (played by Logan Lerman) as he 
deals with the trauma of losing his best friend. Charlie 
is comfortable with being a wallflower – or someone 
who stays in the background of their own life, as well 
as everyone else’s. When he meets seniors Sam (Emma 
Watson) and Patrick (Ezra Miller), he realizes that there 
is more to life than one’s own sadness. He finds joy in 
music, writing, and most of all, companionship.

Someone Great

This movie tells the story of Jenny, a music journalist 
who has recently been broken up with by her long term 
boyfriend whom she met in college. The hour and a 
half long movie jumps between memories from her past, 
while in the present Jenny and her best friends learn 
about love, loss and the power of female friendship. It is 
currently only available for streaming on Netflix.

The Last of Us: Finally a good 
video game adaptation

Feeling lost? These 
movies and shows 
might help

Columns

The Sex Lives of College Girls

One of HBO Max’s newest hits, “The Sex Lives of 
College Girls” depicts the personal lives of four freshman 
girls starting out their university experience. They make 
many questionable decisions, but audiences love the raw 
comedy and relatable characters. The show is not-so safe 
for work, as can be seen from the title, but given its 95% 
score on Rotten Tomatoes, it’s clearly a fan favorite. 

Story and trailor screenshots by Maxwelle Tartaglia

After many disappointing video game to show 
adaptations, HBO’s “The Last of Us” stands to dismantle 
the stigma that has been built around game adaptations. 

“The Last of Us,” originally, is a 2013 action-adventure 
game developed by Naughty Dog and published by 
Sony Computer Entertainment that is acclaimed for its 
emotional storytelling and unforgettable characters. 

“The Last of Us” tells the story of Ellie and Joel, two 
survivors navigating a post-apocalyptic world ravaged by 
a deadly fungal outbreak. The show is a masterclass in 
storytelling, expertly blending heart-wrenching emotional 
moments with thrilling action scenes.

The premiere episode sets the stage for the series, 
introducing viewers to the post-apocalyptic world and 
the main characters. The episode effectively sets the 
tone of the series, showing off the harsh reality of a 
world ravaged by a deadly fungal outbreak while also 
showcasing the bond  between the two lead characters. 
The cinematography and acting are amazing and 
immediately draw the viewer into the story.

Contrary to many video game to television adaptations, 
creators of HBO’s “The Last of Us,” Craig Mazin and 
Neil Druckmann, have done a wonderful job adapting the 
television series from the original game.

Friends

While this show is very hit-or-miss for most people, it’s a 
great reminder that even adults don’t know what they’re 
doing with their lives. College students often feel like 
they need to have their whole future planned out by the 
time they graduate, but in reality, it’s normal to not have 
your career path set in stone until your mid-to-late 20s, 
like Rachel or Chandler. Along with this important life 
lesson, “Friends” has a very distinct comfort-show type 
of energy that can be really enjoyable in the background 
while studying or doing homework.

The show stays true to the source material, delivering a 
thrilling and emotional journey that will leave viewers on 
the edge of their seats from start to finish. Any decisions 
to stray from the plot of the game have stood out as 
improvements and have overall added to the original 
story.

Another standout element of the series is the acting. Bella 
Ramsey as Ellie delivers an impressive performance, 
capturing the character's vulnerability, strength and fierce 
determination. Joel, played by Pedro Pascal, is equally 
impressive, bringing charm and depth to a fan favorite 
character. The chemistry between the two lead actors 
is palpable, making their relationship one of the most 
enjoyable elements of the show.

Overall, the show does an exceptional job following 
and adding to the original narrative of “The Last of 
Us.” The show is a must-watch for fans of the game and 
newcomers alike.
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Lil Gator Game: 
where you’re a 'Lil 
Gator', making a game
Story and screenshots by Arianna Nalbach

MegaWobble’s “Lil Gator Game” is an adorably 
wholesome adventure that was released on Dec. 14 
and has been well-received by many gamers, with 
overwhelmingly positive reviews on Steam.

It’s easy to see why so many players love “Lil Gator 
Game.” In it, you are a young gator trying to create a 
game so fun and awesome that your big sister - who is 
now in college - will want to play with you again, just 
like old times.

Throughout an afternoon, you venture through the island 
that’s been decorated by your friends with cardboard 
cutouts of enemies for you to destroy, go on quests and 
make new friends – all in an effort to get the attention of 
Big Sis.

As all the enemies are cardboard, you don’t take fall 
damage, you can’t die and there are no real consequences 
for making mistakes, “Lil Gator Game” is a no-pressure 
adventure game, but still incredibly fun.

Even if the game is no-pressure, there are plenty of things 
to do. As you explore the big island, there will be simple 
side quests that will unlock new items: whether it be 
something cosmetic, like a new hat, or a new weapon to 
take on cardboard foes with. 

Each area is filled with loveable characters who, 
after completing their quests, will then return to the 
playground and help turn it into a fantasy town. Don’t 
let their blank stares fool you – every new character you 
meet is unique and full of personality. As you progress 
through the game, the playground will become full of life, 
with new friends coming to play.

As it is a relatively short game and doesn’t expand much 
outside the core mechanics initially established, there 
isn’t much to say about the “Lil Gator Game” gameplay. 
However, this simplicity is done by design, and “Lil 
Gator Game” benefits from it.

“Lil Gator Game” doesn’t need to be bogged down with 
increasing difficulty throughout the game or having 
complex puzzles for you to solve. Keeping it simple 
allows “Lil Gator Game” to focus on the imagination and 
creativity of the child protagonist. 

It is a surprisingly heartfelt game, full of loveable 
characters and hilarious dialogue. For only $19.99 on the 
Nintendo Switch, PC and Mac computers, it is definitely 
worth picking up and going on the whimsical adventure 

“Lil Gator Game” has to offer.

8-Bit
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Creative Works

A Poem of Self
Poem submitted by Grace Sugden
Photos by Arianna Nalbach

A cup filled with the expectations of others Is destined to 
spill over 
Will it be tears or blood spilled 
Both have been before 
How horrible to think that a 
Child so desired is discarded 
once they are gay. 
Is it because of her style? 
Is it because of sports? 
Is it because of the TV? 
You know they shouldn’t let 
them be on tv 
It’ll confuse the children 
But the children are not confused 
They are enlightened by what is in front of them A truth 
they were hidden from 
A glimpse of happiness to be found 
If only they were brave enough to reach for it And to 
reach is the most dangerous part Maybe it's greeted with 
acceptance 
The condescending 

“yes honey I knew since you were five” or
“You’re confused” or 
“This is between You and God” 
To prepare 
you bleed yourself 
A drop in the water to see if 
there are sharks around 

“I mean I don’t hate the gays, 
I just don’t want them around me!” 

“I love the LGBT community 
But oh thank goodness 
I don’t have to deal with that. 
Just imagine what your grandparents would say!” 
Forever stuck between being right or 
Wrong 
At least she has 
The family 
she chose 
She made 
Others haven’t been so lucky 
She knows of their stories 
Cast out of homes 
Cut off from support 
All because of who they love

Poem submitted by Chad Hearon
Photos by Arianna Nalbach

Stubborn warped wood creaky as the warble of a toad
Bleached white sails stretched thinner than ghostly skin
Splitting the ocean waves like a knife through vines
A plastic model of glory immortalized 
so delicately in a recycled glass of brandy. 

Molded after the real thing you look the part
so charming but just like a toy, these
parts are different, just wasn’t built the same
A pliant rowboat pretending 
it will grow into an eminent galleon

You are not the vision you model
You are an ode to a beautiful dream
You will not float much less conquer 
the seas with grace and swagger. Whereas they
are strong and resilient

You are a replica encased in a glass blanket
You cannot be poked or prodded or shook 
For fear of crumbling
like a sandcastle in an earthquake

Ship in a bottle
Your makers had a fantasy and you
were their avenue, paved like the road to El Dorado 
You are a sleek and beautiful covenant 
To hallucinations of grandeur 
Their wooden larvae in a glass cocoon 

The seams of your skeleton are bereft 
of viscous golden ichor but you are shadowed
by twelve labors anyhow
And when you failed to keep to the impossible 
standard you were held against, 

they put you on a wall 
to entertain their guests. You 
became a conversation piece. 
A spectacle in the home
A knick-knack
that’s just for show



owc opscr

gsip ensckihc

rnab rermfa

lebayah losi

seshor owcrresca

Can you unscramble these 
farm-related words to reveal 
their true meaning?

Answers:

Cow, Pigs, Barn, 
Haybale, Horses, 
Crops, Chickens, 

Farmer, Silo, 
Scarecrow 

Feb. 2 @ Azusa Pacific University

Feb. 3 @ Azusa Pacific University

Feb. 3 @ Azusa Pacific University

Feb. 4 @ Azusa Pacific University

Baseball
W 12 - 4

L 12 - 17

L 0 - 10

W 12 - 7

Feb. 2 vs Cal State San Marcos

Feb. 4 vs Cal State LA

Women’s Basketball
L 48 - 76

L 43 - 74
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Game Results

Feb. 2 vs Cal State San Marcos

Feb. 4 vs Cal State LA

Men’s Basketball
L 71 - 72

W 89 - 84 

Feb. 3 vs Colorado Mesa University         @ Irvine

Feb. 4  vs Azusa Pacific @ Irvine

Feb. 3 vs Central Washington         @ Irvine

Feb. 4 vs Hawaii Pacific @ Irvine

Softball
L 1 - 2

L 0 -2

W 4 - 1

W 7 - 4

Feb. 4 vs Azusa Pacific University

Women’s Water Polo
L 6 - 17


