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Story by Ferris Crosby
Photo by Shannon Burns/University Communications

California State University Monterey Bay (CSUMB) 
will hold its 2023 commencement at the Salinas Sports 
Complex this spring, the school announced on the event’s 
website last week. The ceremony has been traditionally 
held at CSUMB at what is now Cardinale Stadium.  

The school is making the move so there can be just one 
ceremony for the entire graduating class, rather than 
multiple ceremonies the school has been forced to have in 
the past. 

 “We (CSUMB faculty) want all students to be able to 
celebrate with their friends on the same day in the same 
place,” said school spokesman Walter Ryce. “The football 
stadium is not large enough” to do that. 

Many students contacted by the Lutrinae and on 
social media expressed feelings from confusion to 
disappointment about the move. 

A student employee and graduating senior who wished to 
remain anonymous summarizes some general concerns 
around the change. “All of us [graduating] at once will 
make the day so long, and traffic will be a nightmare.”

Story and photos by Max Guerrera 

Students poured into the Otter Student Union (OSU) 
Ballroom Friday evening to celebrate the new year and 
semester at the annual Winter Formal. Hundreds of 
students attended, ready to show off their outfits, dance, 
socialize and enjoy refreshments and snacks.

Formal attire was encouraged and Otters showed up 
dressed to impress. Third-year Gianna Constantine spent 
her time readying for the dance perfecting a glittery 
makeup look and coming up with an outfit. Her friend, 
fourth-year Skylar Paras, prepared with a “long nap” 
which is reasonable for someone who had gotten out of 
class just a couple hours earlier. 

The Associated Students team pulled out all the stops 
for the official university event, from a photo booth to a 
cartoonist drawing portraits. The space was embellished 
with winter themed decorations such as glittering trees 
next to the stage and dance floor. 

WINTER FORMAL
kicks-off a new semester 

Cardinale stadium has a capacity of 6,000 whereas the 
Sports Complex, where the annual California Salinas 
Rodeo is held, covers 90 acres and has a maximum 
capacity of 17,000. 

CSUMB plans to utilize this increase in space to allow 
all colleges a same day celebration, not staggering 
ceremonies on consecutive days based on students’ 
degree, such as in years past. It will also allow more 
people to attend. School officials envision a widespread 
festival type event. 

In contrast to CSUMB, some regional colleges such as 
Sonoma State and the University of California, Santa 
Cruz will have on campus ceremonies as is standard. 
CSUMB officials assure that, “The Salinas Sports 
Complex has hosted graduations for other schools and 
community colleges in the region so there is a precedent 
for hosting our commencement at this site.”

But this graduating senior says she's fine either way. “As 
long as the effort is made to make us feel special. I want 
balloons!”

Inside the ballroom, students were given free 
refreshments. The spread included hot chocolate, vegan 
and barbecue meatballs, cookies, a veggie tray and 
chicken satay skewers which ran out soon after the event 
started. 

The local producer DJ Khosmo entertained the crowd 
on a stage surrounded by flashing lights. He played 
different songs for everyone, from Despacito to Party in 
the USA. While she waited in line for the photobooth, 
third-year Sydney said she had been looking forward to 
dancing with friends and hoped to hear a song by Taylor 
Swift. Her wish came true and later that night DJ Khosmo 
played “Shake It Off.”

The first campus social event of the semester ended at 11 
p.m. as students began to walk back to their dorms tired 
but satisfied after dancing the night away.

2023 Commencement 
moves to Rodeo Grounds 
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Story by Nadia Pulu

Spring semester is relatively busy, with graduation season 
approaching fast. Some may argue that it is even more 
active than the fall semester.

 This can make it easy to miss out on important 
information, great opportunities and entertaining events. 

Additionally, whether they transferred, it’s their first 
year, or simply their first time in person from previous 
online learning, there are a lot of new faces on campus 
this semester and it can be overwhelming to navigate 
California State University Monterey Bay (CSUMB). 

Staying in touch with your academic advisor is an 
easy and effective way to keep in the loop and find 
opportunities to meet new people. 

Academic advisors Sharon Anderson and Gladys Cabadas, 
who had many recommendations for students who want 
to have the most successful semester possible. Here are 
their main points summarized: 

Stay Connected: all students have a designated student 
email, yet not everyone checks theirs even though so 
much information is being sent to us almost daily. 

Anderson explained

 

Your emails are like information bulletin boards at work. 
You should periodically check them so that you have all 
the information you need to succeed at your job, which is 
school. 

Campus

Story by Oscar Daniel Jimenez Iniguez
Photo courtesy of HFCM Communicatie via Wikimedia 
Commons 

California State University, Monterey Bay (CSUMB) has 
deactivated its emergency operations team on campus 
as COVID-19 moves into its endemic phase following 
Governor Newson's announcement that California would 
end its COVID-19 state of emergency on Feb. 28, 2023 
and record low cases rates and level of test positivity in 
Monterey County.

In an email sent out on Jan. 17 by CSUMB Campus, 
Communication informed students and staff that 
the University would continue to be mask-friendly 
throughout the semester and update on-campus cases and 
exposed locations on the COVID-19 Data website.

The University is continuing to offer single self-tests and 
vaccinations on campus through scheduled appointments 
with the Campus Health Center. 

If you are sick or have any symptoms of COVID-19, 
CSUMB recommends not attending any classes or work 
until tested. If tested positive, they are urging those who 
are to complete a COVID-19 reporting form to help with 
campus exposure tracing efforts.

Contact and exposure made with someone confirmed 
to be positive, or someone you believe to be should be 
reported. The University also recommends getting tested 
within 3-5 days of the exposure and wearing a mask in 
all indoor public spaces for up to 10 days, even if no 
symptoms are exhibited.

For more information, visit. 
https://csumb.edu/health/coronavirus-information/

Campus COVID-19 
updates for spring 

Academic advisors 
give advice on 

returning to campus
Get Involved: there are a variety of different clubs 
and organizations on campus. Specifically, there are 84 
student clubs and 24 sports clubs at CSUMB. 

Joining a club is a great way to meet new people with 
whom you’ll already have something in common, which 
is the interest in being a part of the same club. 

This is a great way to build relationships and stay 
involved with what's happening around campus. 

Know your resources: sometimes, finding specific 
resources is difficult because you may not know exactly 
what you’re looking for, but finding the resources your 
campus offers is an excellent place to start. 

You can find this information by visiting the CSUMB 
dashboard, asking a faculty member like your academic 
advisor or professor and checking your email for possible 
resource information. 

Ask for help: it’s natural to feel some shame or 
embarrassment when asking for help.

 Cabadas encourages students to ask for help stating, 
“don't be afraid to ask for help. If you're struggling with 
something, whether it's a class or personal issue, it's 
important to reach out to someone for help and support.”

Anderson reassured, “faculty, staff, we’re all here because 
we care about students and we want to support students” 
she later added, “your advisors can help you find the 
resources you need.” 

Academic advisors are not just here to help students set up 
their class schedules or keep them on track to graduate. 

Beyond that, academic advisors are here to support 
students with anything they need to help them succeed 
academically and personally. 

They may only sometimes be able to help with specific 
things, but they will surely point you in the direction of 
someone who can.

The Lutrinae is a weekly campus newspaper covering CSUMB 
and its neighboring areas. Here at The Lutrinae, our goal is not 
only to educate and inform the public, but to entertain, to spark 
creativity, to encourage diversity of opinion, and to build a 
sense of community on campus and with the neighboring cities. 
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The Lutrinae serves two 
purposes: It is a training 
ground for students who 
wish to develop journalism 
skills and build their 
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free expression of campus 
issues and news. The 
Lutrinae Editorial team will 
determine what to print and 
reserves the right to edit for 
libel, space, or clarity.
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Policy

Being a student is like 
a job. If your boss 
told you to check the 
information on the 
bulletin board, you 
wouldn’t just say ‘Oh, 
I don’t do bulletin 
boards.'
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Story by Estrella McDaniel
Photos by Arianna Nalbach

It was an icy kick-off to the new semester, Jan. 24, as 
almost 100 students joined in for throwing snowballs and 
sledding at California State University Monterey Bay 
(CSUMB).

Winter Wonderland at CSUMB was a welcome back 
week celebration as students returned from break to start 
the Spring semester. About a ton of snow was piled on 
the lawn in the middle of the main quad for students to 
play in. 

Dan Burfeind, senior coordinator for student engagement 
leadership development at CSUMB, explained the event’s 
aim was “to build more of a tradition and commonality 
between the programs that we do for our welcome back 
weeks and Otter Days.”

And what better way to do it than with snow?

“We’re in Marina we don’t get snow,” Burfeind said, “so it 
helps combine the two.” 

Participating students had fun during Snow Day.

“I liked this event. It was really cool and unique,” said 
Akani James, a transfer student. “I’ve never seen anything 
like this before and would want to see it return.”  

This was the first time the school has put on the event and 
officials hope to make it a tradition.

“Different individuals that work with this program 
brought a semi-truck full of ice and a big woodchipper,” 

Story by Andrea Valadez
Photo courtesy of former Pennsylvania Governor Tom 
Wolf via Flickr

With the limited on-campus dining options at California 
State University Monterey Bay (CSUMB), some students 
have turned to the state government for aid.

The Electronic Benefits Transfer (EBT) is run through 
the state of California and the California Department of 
Social Services (CDSS) and provides people in need with 
a debit card through which they can receive their “food 
and cash benefits,” says the CDSS website.

“Since I don’t make a lot of money, I rely on my EBT 
money for real groceries, so I don’t always have to eat the 
food from the Dining Commons or the school’s student 
union,” said Bethany Reyes, a second-year who benefits 
from EBT.

To qualify for EBT a few requirements must be met. The 
Food and Nutrition Service describes these requirements 
as “including resource and income limits.” 

“The online application process itself is pretty 
straightforward, but once you get to the case worker part 
with the interviews, it gets confusing and frustrating… I 
would definitely recommend it [to college students] even 
though it’s a little confusing at parts,” said third-year Ky 
McMullen.
McMullen advises that it’s best to have all paperwork 
ready before the phone interview to reduce complications 
that prolong the process. The interviewer will ask for 
documents such as pay stubs, proof of enrollment, and 
proper identification.

Though EBT is a good resource for low-income students, 
having a meal plan with CSUMB could limit the 
CalFresh benefits a student can qualify for. In this case, 
students could utilize on-campus resources to access 
fresh and nutritious foods.

The Basic Needs Hub is open every week from 9 a.m. to 
4 p.m. and offers “nonperishable grocery items, healthy 
produce, and grab-and-go snacks and prepared food.” 

First-time snow 
on campus

Otters have access to various 
helpful food programs 

Burfeind said. “It took about an hour and a half to get it 
all prepared, where they then blew it all out into the main 
quad.”  

Not only were these organizers prepared with sleds, but 
they also had snowman molds and shovels, which made 
things more interactive. Costs were covered by student 
fees. 

“I went to the snow during the break, so it’s fun to have 
another one,” said first-year Samantha Snell.

There were also food truck options, which encouraged 
more individuals to come. 

Along with this event, there was also the Winter Ball on 
Jan. 27 to go along with the theme of the welcome back 
week, which is hoped to continue as the years go on. 

This was to help students have a good time and give 
people the opportunity to make more connections, 
organizers said. 

“There was music playing and everyone was having a 
good time, so I walked over and signed my waiver,” said 
fifth-year Riley Romero. 

“I grabbed one of the sleds and went down the hill, 
which was really cool,” said Romero. “It was nice to 
see everyone there having fun, and a great event to get 
students involved.” 

The Hub operates on a point system, where students have 
5 points per day to grab whatever items they may need at 
no cost. 

Granola bars, coffee pods, spices and other small items 
are worth 1 point, while more critical items such as frozen 
or pre-packaged meals can be up to 3 points, according to  
Basic Needs Care Manager Joanna Snawder-Manzo.

“Another one of my favorite programs is Fresh Access. We 
created this program a few years ago in partnership with 
the local farmer's markets, so students can get vouchers 
for up to $20 per month to use at farmer’s markets in the 
area,” she explained.

If you’re interested in Fresh Access, “all students need to 
do is submit a one-time Basic Needs referral form, and 
we put them on a list. Then they can come in and pick up 
their vouchers every month, and they never expire.”

Even though these programs can be extremely helpful 
for students struggling with food insecurity, they are not 
always taken advantage of due to a stigma surrounding 
them. 

Snawder-Manzo wants to let students know that they’re 
not alone in this situation. “Many students struggle, but 
that doesn’t mean it's OK. It’s because of the cost of 
education and our state being one of the most expensive 
states to live in. The system is broken, not the students.”

“We’re here to help. Our focus is to alleviate some of those 
insecurities, so students can focus on being students,” 
assured Snawder-Manzo.

Students can visit getcalfresh.org to apply or learn more 
about EBT benefits. 

Nevan Bell slides through the snow 
on the Jan. 24 Snow Day.

A snowball fight breaks out between Nevan Bell and 
Associated Students President David Ledesma.

Julia Bozzo celebrates Snow Day by throwing 
some snow up in the air.
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Story and photos by Maxwelle Tartaglia

California State University Monterey Bay (CSUMB) 
students gathered in the Otter Express to work in teams to 
compete to win the very first Trivia Night of the semester 
on Wednesday, Jan. 26. 

With 63 students signed up on MyRaft, they came 
prepared in groups of three to four to test their musical 
knowledge and win this Trivia Night’s prize, Airpods. 
The six categories of questions were Female Artists, 
Throwbacks, Boy Bands, Award Winners, Reality Shows 
and Billboard Charts. 

The energy in the room was tense as groups excitedly 
debated and wrote down their answers to each question. 
Between categories, teams switched papers and either 
groaned or cheered at their results.

The scores were tallied up at the night's end and the team 
“Sharks” was announced as the winner. Every member of 
the team walked home with a new pair of AirPods.

Hosted by Associated Students, Mia Lepe and Katie Scott 
kicked off this first Trivia Night and encouraged students 
to come to future Trivia Nights that will be hosted 
throughout the semester. 

Trivia Nights will be hosted every other Wednesday at the 
Otter Express and will have different themes and different 
prizes! Look out for the next Trivia Night on Feb. 8 – it 
will be “animal” themed, with animal mugs as the prize.

Students test their 
knowledge at 
Otter Trivia Night

Opinion

The distinction between gender 
expression and gender identity 

and why it matters 
Story by Max Guerrera 
Illustration courtesy of pikisuperstar via freepik

One of today's most heavily debated topics revolves 
around the meaning and implications of gender. 
Gender identity can be controversial because everyone 
experiences gender differently, which may alter the way 
they use the term. 

The Oxford Dictionary defines gender identity as a 
person's innate sense of their gender. Our experiences in 
the world may influence the way we express our gender 
identity, but the difference between expression and gender 
itself is one of the flagrant misconceptions when it comes 
to gender identity.

California State University, Monterey Bay (CSUMB) 
Assistant Professor of Ethics and Gender Studies Sriya 
Shrestha said that “Identity can refer to how we feel 
within ourselves and is internal. I also think that identities 
can change over time or be malleable.” 

Shrestha earned a Ph.D. in American Studies and 
Ethnicity, but has applied her knowledge to gender 
studies as well. 

Gender expression is the way we present ourselves 
through things like appearance, behavior and language. 
We can express ourselves in a variety of ways across 
the gender spectrum without committing to the identity 
associated with that behavior. 

According to Shrestha, “Gender expression refers to 
something more bodily, like how you dress, carry 
yourself, talk or walk. [Identity and expression] are 
related to each other but they are also different.”

The concept of gender identity being intrinsic has been 
displayed in the notable 1960’s Nature Vs. Nurture 
study by psychologist John Money. In his study, an 
infant male was raised as a girl after being mutilated 
in a botched circumcision. The subject Joan/John was 
given hormones and Money hypothesized that being 
socialized as a female would dictate his gender identity. 
While the study was being conducted it was considered a 
great success, but years later John came forward saying 
that he struggled with his mental health growing up and 
immediately began to identify as male when his parents 
told him the truth about his sex. 

The discomfort that John experienced is comparable to 
gender dysphoria — the term associated with transgender 
individuals which the DSM5 classifies as a marked 
difference between one’s expressed/experienced gender 
and the gender others would assign them. 

Understanding the implications of gender dysphoria 
is important because it can have a huge impact on 
someone's quality of life and feel debilitating to those 
who experience it. A majority of the population identifies 
with the gender associated with their birth sex, but 
those with gender dysphoria change their identity and 
appearance to align with their innate sense of gender.

As more people come out as transgender, our culture 
is faced with questions such as “Is gender identity a 
choice?” While we can choose to change the way we 

express ourselves, having gender dysphoria is not a 
choice and those who experience it alter their expression 
to match their identity. 

Some activists claim that gender is a man made concept. 
This argument is often used to support the right to 
free expression, but is confusing gender itself with 
gender roles. While the societal expectations placed 
upon us based on gender are arbitrary, the American 
Psychological Association stated that psychologists do 
not consider sexual orientation to be a conscious choice 
that can be voluntarily changed. This point is crucial to 
the gender identity conversation because claiming that 
gender does not exist suggests that gender identity is a 
choice.

Photo courtesy of Serenity Mosqueda



thelutrinae.com

5

01.30.22

Columns

Story and photos by Oscar Daniel Jimenez Iniguez 

Students had the chance to witness a Monterey Bay 
sunset on a scenic hike organized by  California State 
University Monterey Bay (CSUMB) Recreation on 
Saturday, Jan. 28.
 
The hike went from campus to Fort Ord Beach and back. 
While on the hike, students got a chance to see Monterey 
Bay’s preserved coastal dunes while experiencing the 
natural environment the trail offered. 

When arriving at Fort Ord Beach students were met 
with crashing waves all along the coast and got to view 
sanderling birds narrowly avoiding the water as the 
waves went back-and-forth.

Despite the clouds preventing the sun from fully 
appearing, student outdoor leaders Violet Delgado and 
Anna Plover still felt like the event was a success and 
were grateful to share with students the surrounding 
CSUMB area.

“It’s a really great thing to get students out to the beach 
because it’s only a mile and a half walk. We want to 
encourage people and bring them out if they are not 
comfortable going on their own. It’s just a really great 
opportunity to have the beach and a place to hike right 
next to the school,” said Delgado. 

“Hiking is a good way to just destress and decompress 
at the end of the week along with being a good way to 
exercise. It's a great way to get students to experience 
the beach and watch the sunset and build a community 
overall,” said Plover. 

Students experience 
the beauty of Monterey 
Bay on a sunset hike

What was the most exciting 
thing you did over 
winter break?

Elina Boss
Humanities and Communication
Third-Year

Lollie Harvey
Humanities and Communication
Third-Year

Karla Vazquez
Psychology
Third-Year

“I volunteered at the aquarium lot… 
after the holidays, I’d see maybe 50 
people there which gave me a lot of 
opportunities to really look at all the 
aquariums and creatures. The king tide 
brought in a lot of animals right into 
our cove, so we saw otters and seals 
every single day. I’m a humanities and 
communications major but this is like a 
passion project of mine.”

“The most exciting thing I did over break 
was just prepare to transfer here, I’m not 
even gonna lie. It was a little bit stressful 
being a transfer student and coming in 
the middle of the year, but also exciting 
to get everything together.”

“Over the holidays [my family and I] 
bonded together and I brought one of my 
international friends from Japan home 
with me. She had never tried Mexican 
food or knew about Mexican traditions… 
we gave her candy, tripe pozole and 
tacos… she loved it.”

Otter Chatter By Andrea Valadez
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Story by Max Guerrera and Andrea Valadez
Screenshot by Max Guerrera 
Photo courtesy of Ginny via flickr

Ticketmaster was issued a warning by the Senate on 
its hold over the ticketing industry during a hearing on 
Tuesday, Jan. 24. The hearing came after fan outrage 
following Taylor Swift’s The Eras tour ticket presale. The 
company, which was acquired by Live Nation in 2010, 
blamed bot activity for low ticket supply and extremely 
high fees.

The bipartisan Senate Judiciary Committee led by 
Senators Amy Klobuchar and Mike Lee focused on 
Ticketmaster and Live Nation’s ownership of major 
venues that dominate the market. The hearing is meant 
to strengthen antitrust laws, and better the live concert 
experience, making shows accessible for all fans.

In order to regain fans’ trust, Ticketmaster must provide 
“full transparency for consumers on convenience fees 
and why the fees are added on top of each other,” said  
fifth-year Mia Lepe, the vice president of California State 
University Monterey Bay’s (CSUMB) newly founded 
Swifties club. 

Live Nation dominates 70% of the concert market.  Live 
Nation CFO Joe Bechtold claimed during the hearing 
they control a minority of venues in the market. However, 
the 400 venues they do own or have restrictive contracts 
with receive a majority of the demand, contributing to the 
monopolization of the industry. 

He blamed the “terrible consumer experience” during 
the Eras Tour presale on bot attacks and is pushing 
for Congress to expand the BOTS Act, the 2016 bill 
that prohibits scalpers from purchasing tickets in large 
quantities. While this may make it somewhat easier for 
fans to secure tickets, cracking down on resellers won’t 
solve the monopolization of the market. 

Lepe believes that “the government needs to step in and 
break down the monopoly… Ticketmaster doesn't care 
about us at the end of the day and I doubt that they’re 
gonna break it up themselves.”

Klobuchar said Ticketmaster locks the venues that they 
don't own into several year long contracts, making 
it nearly impossible for competitors to sell tickets. 
According to Klobuchar, “If you don’t have competition, 
bad things can happen and prices are way too high.” 

Some ticketmaster fees have been up to 75% the price of 
the ticket although they claim to have little say in setting 
fees. Berchtold later revealed that “the fees are set by 
Live Nation venues.”

When it comes to the Eras Tour fiasco specifically, 
“Ticketmaster knew the demand was enormous… it’s to 

Women’s Water Polo extinguish 
a Santa Clara third 
quarter comeback

Congressional hearing 
seeks solution for 
Ticketmaster monopoly 

Columns

their advantage to slow the process down and do the pick 
a seat option, which drives prices up… The higher the 
ticket price, the higher the fee,” said Jerry Mickelson, co-
founder of the legendary Chicago promotion agency Jam 
Productions.

The longer the contract, the greater the risk of a 
competitive advantage, making it more difficult for 
other ticket distributors to enter the market according to 
SeatGeek CEO Jack Groetzinger. 

Ticketmaster's stance is that they have an “artist first 
business model” and work to support artists and provide 
them with as much success as possible. However, artists 
who perform at Live Nation venues have no freedom to 
determine who will be involved in promotions and ticket 
sales. This takes away artists’ abilities to negotiate on 
behalf of their fans and fulfill creative visions. 

Clyde Lawrence, the frontman for the band Lawrence, 
testified at the hearing that it would be great to have the 
option to shop around and find out if another ticketing 

company would be able to offer a better deal and lower 
fees. Live Nation’s ironclad contracts prevent artists from 
having the freedom to consider other options. 

“There’s not been a single time in our career where 
we’ve performed at a Live Nation venue where we had 
the option to not have Live Nation be the promoter or 
ticketmaster be the ticketing company,” said Lawrence. 

He also said venues don’t set the fees, contrasting what 
the Ticketmaster representative said.

In regards to Swift’s involvement, Lepe said that the 
CSUMB Swifties believe “Taylor has been very quiet, we 
love her… but at the end of the day she’s a capitalist and I 
don’t feel like there was initiative taken.” 

While Swift has expressed her frustration with the 
situation, she hasn’t yet spoken up on the monopolization 
of the ticketing industry. Many fans hope that Swift will 
take action in the form of boycott or protest. 

Story and photos by Oscar Daniel Jimenez Iniguez 

The California State University Monterey Bay (CSUMB) 
women’s water polo team narrowly defeated visiting 
Santa Clara 11-10 on Jan. 28 in their 2023 season home 
opener.

The first quarter of the game proved to be in the Otters' 
favor as after an early Bronco goal by Kate Rodman 
(#8), Otter Amanda Bennett (#7) would go on to score 
twenty seconds later and was followed by a goal by Shea 
Tully (#9) and Celcile Judy (#3). Bronco Rodman scored 
another goal, which Monterey responded shortly after 
with a goal scored by Hailey Alexander (#5). 

Santa Clara scored their last goal of the quarter just 
before Monterey finished with back-to-back goals. The 
Otters scored three goals in the second following quarter 
with Santa Clara only scoring one. The second half ended 
with the Otters leading 9-4.

The following quarter was a completely different story as 
Santa Clara went on a four-goal streak and defensively 
held Monterey to a scoreless quarter cutting the lead to 
9-8. In the final quarter of the game, both teams scored 
two goals each with Monterey withstanding Santa Clara’s 
near comeback that ultimately fell short.

The Otters improved to 2-3 overall, while the Broncos 
fell to 0-1.

Their next game will be on Feb. 4 against Azusa Pacific 
University. For more information on upcoming games, 
visit otterathletics.com. 

See all game scores on page 8.
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KeyWe is the 
cutest co-op 
Story and screenshots by Arianna Nalbach
Illustration by Malia Savella

Take on the role of the most adorable postal worker in 
Stonewheat & Sons’ “KeyWe,” — a co-operative puzzle 
game that was released in August 2021 but recently 
gained traction on social media. 

In “KeyWe,” you and a friend can play as Jeff and 
Debra, two kiwi birds working in a whimsical post office 
employed by various animals, from cassowary mail 
carriers to an octopus sorting letters. 

After a few tutorial levels, where you will be introduced 
to the core mechanics of “KeyWe,” you will encounter 
progressively more complex puzzles and challenges as 
you progress through the game. 

As a small kiwi bird, you must become a creative 
problem-solver and use a mix of jumping, pecking, and 
butt-slamming to get the job done and get messages out 
on time. 

Through three vigorous months, you must face “perilous 
postal environments and navigate seasonal hazards while 
waddling through the Telepost’s various mail rooms,” 
according to the game’s description on Steam. 

Once the core mechanics of “KeyWe” have been 
established and players have the opportunity to get 
familiar with the Telepost’s routines, the game will build 
upon these as each day goes on. 

While the basic concepts remain the same, each level 
introduces a new twist, whether it be a new mechanic 
to be used moving forward or just something fun to 
diversify the level.

With each level bringing a new twist, it is easy to get 
sucked into “KeyWe” and want to play for hours without 
getting bored. Whether it’s the weather, a challenge 
brought on by one of the other animals or something to 
get in the holiday spirit, each level will always have some 
slight twist. 

If players want a break from the main levels, they can 
take on extra shifts that sometimes come with bonus 
pay, which differs from their usual postal duties. Each 
new season will introduce three new bonus jobs as you 
progress through the calendar. 

These minigames are a fun change of pace from the story 
campaign and a great way to earn extra stamps, the in-
game currency. 

What do you use these stamps for? “KeyWe” offers a 
surprising amount of character customization. Using 
stamps, you can buy various hats, backpacks, hairstyles 
and more to ensure your kiwi is always the best dressed, 
no matter the occasion. 

Between cute character customization options and plenty 
of fun levels to play, there is no shortage of things to do 
in “KeyWe.” 

Even after you complete the story campaign, you can still 
replay levels to try and earn a gold medal by completing 
them in a fast enough time, working on finding 
collectibles hidden throughout the game or trying to earn 
all of the achievements. 

While “KeyWe” is fun, it isn’t without flaws and 
occasionally has a few bugs and lags sometimes while 
playing online on PC. However, the pros outweigh the 
cons and are still worth trying out. 

Overall, “KeyWe” has a lot to offer and can be a 
beginner-friendly game for those who are more interested 
in playing casually or more challenging for someone 
interested in trying to get gold on every level. 

“KeyWe” is available on Xbox, PlayStation, Nintendo 
Switch, PC, and Mac computers and can be purchased 
for $24.99 for anyone interested in beginning the cutest 
postal worker adventure. 

8-Bit



ovets dernble

veno avewcromi

ffeeco kerma ssiltenu

gedifr oofd

netscabi terncou

Can you unscramble these 
kitchen-related words to reveal 
their true meaning?

Answers:

Stove, Oven, Coffee 
Maker, Fridge, 

Cabinets, Blender, 
Microwave, Utensils, 

Food, Counter

Jan. 14 @ Cal State East Bay

Jan. 19 vs Chico State

Jan. 21 vs Stanislaus State

Jan. 26 @ Sonoma State

Jan. 28 @ Cal Poly Humboldt 

Women’s Basketball
L 46 - 66

L 46 - 82

W 93 - 63

L 50 - 83

L 37 - 70

Jan. 14 @ Cal State East Bay

Jan. 21 vs Stanislaus State

Jan. 26 @ Sonoma State

Jan. 28 @ Cal Poly Humboldt

Jan. 19 vs Chico State

Men’s Basketball
W 70 - 67

W 80 - 74

W 61 - 58

W 82 - 80

W 85 -  66
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Game Results

Jan. 20 vs UC Santa Barbara

  @ UCSB Winter Invite

Jan. 21 vs Ottawa University Arizona

  @ UCSB Winter Invite

Jan. 20 vs Wagner College

  @ UCSB Winter Invite

Jan. 21 vs UC San Diego

  @ UCSB Winter Invite

Jan. 21 vs Santa Clara University

Women’s Water Polo
L 0 - 14

W 11 - 8

L 5 - 23

L 5 - 19

W 11 - 10

For all the game scores from the Winter season, 
head to otterathletics.com 


