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Story and photos by Estrella McDaniel

As students study for finals, finish up projects and the 
stress of finals approaching starts to build  California 
State University Monterey Bay’s (CSUMB) library 
hosted Welcome to Finals Week events to try and remove 
some of these worries.

Throughout last week before finals, there were a few 
different activities laid out in the library, like puzzles 
and coloring pages, lots of snacks and coffee and therapy 
dogs students could pet to relax. 

Outside of the handouts in the library, there were also 
many different anti-stress activities to take students’ 
minds off the chaos and focus on being calm and 
collected, which will proceed during finals week with 
varying opportunities to study.

“Our goal is to try and help students de-stress during finals. 
We’ve been doing this now for about eight years and 
every year it grows bigger,” said Library Analyst Nicole 
Janisch. “We try to cater to students who are studying in 
the building as well.”

With all of the handouts, therapy dogs and snacks being 
located on the first floor, students can just pop by and 
get a snack or participate in other things provided when 
passing by to study for finals or while heading to class. 

“When we started this, we had a very tiny budget just 
from the library and tried to pull little things together 
that we thought would help students,” said Janisch. “Our 
inspiration is just looking at bigger universities and what 
they accomplished and how students have been able to 
work better on their finals with certain activities and just 
take from them.

“We had a budget before of about $200, and over the 
years, we’ve had academic affairs and the corporation 

has chipped in along with other university departments 
and now our budget is over $6,000 to make this happen. 
Students will write letters and cards letting us know that it 
has helped them,” said Janisch. 

“This event was very therapeutic and very much needed to 
take my stress away. The therapy dogs are beneficial, and 
now I feel like I can go on with my finals feeling relaxed,” 
said second-year Michaela Benkavich.

“I would like to see maybe a nice spot in the library where 
people can sit down and pet the dogs, and maybe it can 
be outside if the weather is good. It can also just be a 
relaxing area, and I would also like to see more dogs,” 
said second-year Jocelyn Ayala. 

Second-year Kaitlyn Alvarez suggested things she would 
like to see added in the future. 

“Some other relaxing tools I would like to see are a de-
stressing fidget,” said Alvarez. ”I know I’m very tactile 
when I’m stressed like I need to play with something, so I 
feel like that would be cool.”

As this event grows, so does the student's appreciation for 
it and their ability to go on to conquer concur their finals 
as well. Study hard and good luck.

W.T.F.W.T.F.W.T.F.W.T.F. Welcome Welcome 
to Finals to Finals 

Week Week 
helps helps 

students students 
de-stress de-stress 

Welcome Welcome 
to Finals to Finals 

Week Week 
helps helps 

students students 
de-stress de-stress 

As WTF Week grows, 
more and more students 
find some peace in the 
event. It truly does make 
their days better. 
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Story and photos by Andrea Valadez

Students were given a chance to relax in preparation for 
the stress of finals week at a Lego-making event held by 
The Makerspace of California State University Monterey 
Bay (CSUMB) on Thursday, Dec. 8. 

Located on the third floor of the Tanimura & Antle 
Family Memorial Library, the Makerspace “is a 
collaborative workspace where students, staff, and 
faculty can use a variety of tools and materials for free.” 
Alongside their everyday opportunities for de-stressing 
through crafting, the Makerspaces also holds special 
events like this one.

“I hope [students] just relax a little and are able to return 
to studying and get back to work. I know it's crunch time,” 
said Makerspace Coordinator Rachell Hester.

De-stressing with Legos 
in the Makerspace

Students fight 
back against 

procrastination
Story and photo by Oscar Daniel Jimenez Iniguez 

Students with tutors, leaders and staff got a chance to 
fight back against procrastination before finals week at 
the Cooperative Learning Center’s “Long Night Against 
Procrastination,” a late-night event on Dec. 8.

The event had on-the-go tutors and staff helping 
students who came in for different subjects, along with 
an interactive button-making and Lego-building table, 
accompanied by free stress toys, all intended to help 
relieve stress. 

John Dekta, the science coordinator for the CLC, believes 
that the event’s focus was not on procrastination itself 
but instead on fostering an environment that helps 
to challenge students' notions about overcoming 
procrastination in spite of the heavy workloads they 
may have. 

The night was just one part of the weeklong Welcome to 
Finals (WTF) events put on by CSUMB to help students 
de-stress and enjoy some fun activities before final exams 
ramp up this week.

“It’s nice that the school has events like this… it soothes 
the anxiety,” surrounding the end of the semester, said 
first-year Evelyn Stevenson.

Around 25 people were in the Makerspace diligently 
playing with various Lego kits and building different 
objects such as castles, ships, flowers and more.

Students also appreciated the event because of the 
calming effect Legos can have on every one since you 
can follow instructions without really thinking and still 
end up with a fun creation. 

According to Hester, the Makerspace is “already planning 
workshops for the spring… we’re open to student groups, 
clubs and collaborations with other departments.”

Hester said the turnout for this semester’s events has been 
“so far so good, we also had a great turnout for open mic 
night [on Dec. 7] and it was really fun.”

There will also continue to be game nights on the 
Nintendo Switch, various board games and some more 
de-stressing days in the upcoming spring semester. So if 
you missed last week’s Legos night, there will definitely 
be more opportunities in the future to join in on some 
wholesome fun.

“We try to create conditions that are conducive to 
overcoming procrastination. And a big part of that is 
community. It's this shared struggle, bringing students 
together to work together, not to commiserate, but to kind 
of celebrate,” said Dekta. “We're headed into finals and 
everybody has been working so hard and may be a little 
disconnected from each other. So it's actually a way to 
rebuild some, some strength in the community. 

“People here have some pretty high stakes assignments 
to do right now, and so it's really about helping those 
people acquire a model for dealing with the stresses of 
uncertainty but yet still moving forward,” Dekta added, 

“which I guess by definition is courage.”
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Story and photos by Raquel Spaulding

The California State University Monterey Bay (CSUMB) 
shuttle, The Wave, stops in Lot 71 and students that 
commute to and from East Campus are concerned.

The reasonably new CSUMB shuttle service began 
on Jan. 21 and is an addition to the Monterey-Salinas 
Transit, which was the primary source of campus public 
transportation in the past. 

Many East Campus residents rely on the CSUMB shuttle, 
even if they have a car, because it’s free and saves time in 
finding a parking spot.  

The Wave’s shuttle route to and from East Campus has 
only one stop at the main campus, but it’s off the main 
campus, in Lot 71 (near the Visual Arts C building), 
which is unsatisfactory for some students, despite being 
described as “a short walk from Main Campus” on 

Story by Andrea Valadez
Photos courtesy of the Transfer Student Success Center

Students received helpful hints on how to manage their 
finances as California State University Monterey Bay’s 
(CSUMB) Transfer Student Success Center (TSSC) held 
an online financial literacy workshop focused on cash 
flow management.

With their third semester workshop, the TSSC aimed to 
“help students learn new skills for developing a budget,” 
said Iamberto Figueroa, an TSSC administrator.

While the workshop was held by the TSSC, the advice 
and information the workshop provided are helpful for 
all college students struggling with having consistent and 
manageable expenses.

Many students may not know the term cash flow, but the 
concept is relatively simple. A cash flow tracks the timing 
of one’s income and expenses. A cash flow budget helps 
individuals visualize when their expenses are coming in 
and out.

Third-year TSSC Peer Mentor Jasmine Valdez said 
having a cash flow budget instead of a regular one helps 
you manage bills and “be able to reflect on your finances 
and realize what you could do better.”

This budgeting will help ensure you have enough money 
to pay for the expenses you will have during any given 
month. Budgeting this way is helpful for everyone, but 
specifically for those with “limited or irregular income, 
or someone living paycheck to paycheck,” explained the 
TSSC. 

Having a week-by-week view of your income and 
expenses will help you choose between cutting back or 
postponing certain purchases and avoiding any missed 
payments.

The TSSC provided a foolproof way of creating a cash 
flow budget.

First, it’s helpful to create a bill calendar so you can see 
when all your bills are due. Next, ask yourself if moving 
certain bill payments around could help you through the 
month.

Shuttle helps East 
Campus commute, 
but its not perfect 

What are the benefits of a 
cash flow budget?

the CSUMB website. Lot 71 is away from the central 
common areas such as the Dining Commons and 
the library. 

The Lot 71 stop does not have a protective structure 
and students waiting for The Wave are exposed to the 
elements, including rain and heavy winds. There is traffic 
throughout the parking lot and the area at night is lit only 
by the street lights.

“It’s a long walk to the bus [stop] and it is cold,” said 
Khushi Sharma, a fourth-year. Sharma went on to say 
a shuttle stop on the main campus would be “safer, as 
it’s closer to students and classes.” Sharma echoes the 
primary concerns of the students riding the shuttle.

Transportation Programs Manager Sloan Thomas Campi, 
who took his position at CSUMB in July, said he is 
working on making the course more efficient.

It’s essential to notice when bills are usually heavier 
during the month. For example, if you have all your 
accounts on auto-pay at the same time toward the 
beginning of the month, you will quickly run out of 
money during the last few weeks of the month.

The next step is to create a budget for all your monthly 
expenses, such as subscriptions, gas, groceries, etc. To do 
this, the TSSC recommends using the Consumer Finance 
Protection Bureau’s template provided below.

Finances are a touchy subject and it’s often easier to just 
avoid thinking about them altogether. 

“It’s important to confront your biggest fear and check 
your bank balance,” said Chris Huante, a fourth-year 
peer mentor. “We don’t want to face the truth that we’re 
spending too much,” so having a physical budget that 
details every expense coming out of your bank account 
may help relieve a little bit of stress and anxiety.

The TSSC wants students to know that several campus 
resources are available to help with financial insecurities, 
such as the Basic Needs Hub and financial workshops like 
this one.

The TSSC plans to have more workshops every semester 
dedicated to helping students stay on top of their finances. 
For more information, visit their website at https://myraft.
csumb.edu/tssc/home/.

“In Lot 71, one of the short-term safety measures I 
can confirm [is] that I am working with the Facilities 
Department to implement a temporary bus lane, which 
should be installed later this semester, barring any major 
impediments, to at least allow the bus to operate out of 
traffic while creating a pedestrian island. I hypothesize 
that this will be the only measure that will need to be 
implemented for The Wave to better serve students,” 
said Campi. 

Campi expressed that student concerns are valid and 
would also be interested in hearing from the students 
about this to get valuable feedback. The Fall Travel 
Survey is one way Campi collects data, though it is 
not particular to The Wave alone. Another method for 
students to reach out to him is by sending an email to 
transportation@csumb.edu.
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Submitted by Anthony Plazola

During the fall season, millions spend Saturdays painting 
their faces, tailgating, singing fight songs, playing 
backyard games, drinking alcohol and cheering on their 
college football team. With 893 universities across 
the country, football is intertwined with the American 
college experience for students, alumni and entire fan 
communities.

For many incoming freshmen and international students, 
the college experience in the States means living the 
rituals and culture of a Saturday during college football 
season. That expectation, however, is not met by 
California State University Monterey Bay (CSUMB): it 
does not have a football program.

Football programs have demonstrated many positive 
impacts on their universities. They generate lucrative 
advertising and television deals, provide brand exposure 

Story by Max Guerrera 

The San Francisco Board of Supervisors reversed their 
decision (which originally passed with an 8-3 vote) Dec. 
6 to authorize a policy permitting the police department 
to use robots armed with explosives. 

While reversing a measure is very rare, it’s unclear if the  
Supervisors will completely undo their decision or make 
revisions to the version that was passed. The measure will 
be sent back to the Rules Committee, which will hold a 
discussion Monday at 10 a.m.

. This has been a hot topic for discourse online and a 
group of over 100 people gathered at the San Francisco 
Police Department outside of City Hall on Dec. 5 to 
protest. The Board announced the reversal a day later. 

According to the policy that was passed on Nov. 29, the 
robots “shall not be utilized outside of training and 
simulations, criminal apprehensions, critical incidents, 
exigent circumstances, executing a warrant or during 

‘No One To Play’: 28 
years and no football

San Francisco’s ‘killer robot’ saga

and increase enrollment numbers. If these are positive 
consequences in addition to the students’ spirit and 
engagement, why does CSUMB, a 28-year-old institution, 
not have a football program?

CSUMB Athletic Director Kirby Garry reveals that “there 
is no one to play.” Garry points to the fact that there are 
only three Division II football schools in the West region, 
the same region CSUMB is located in — two in the upper 
northwest (Western Oregon and Central Washington) and 
one in Canada (Simon Fraser).

CSUMB is a Division II school with 13 varsity sports, 
five mens and eight womens and competes in 14 
intercollegiate varsity sports. Despite performing at this 
level, CSUMB is not one of the 169 Division II schools 
with a football program.

suspicious device assessments.” It’s unclear which 
incidents are classified as “critical” and the chief staff at 
SFPD will be authorized to use the robots for lethal force. 

Supervisor Aaron Peskin stated that they will only be 
authorized to kill when there is a “Risk of loss of life to 
members of the public or officers is imminent and officers 
cannot subdue the threat after using alternative force 
options or de-escalation tactics options, or conclude that 
they will not be able to subdue the threat after evaluating 
alternative force options or de-escalation tactics.” In the 
original draft of the policy, Peskin wrote that "Robots 
shall not be used as a Use of Force against any person." 

Mission Local released a response to the original 
statement from Katt Scott, a local robotist who thinks that 
the attachments on these robots will risk harm to both 
SFPD and the citizens of San Francisco. She said “The 
current policy permits the use of technology that lacks 
sufficient regulation, and could create dangerous legal 

Story by Max Guerrera and Andrea Valadez-Angulo
Photo courtesy of Cosmopolitan UK via Wikimedia 
Commons

The presale for Taylor Swift's Eras Tour started on Friday, 
Nov. 15 and disorder imminently followed. 14 million 
people rushed to Ticketmaster, crashing the site and 
raising concerns over the company's legitimacy. 

Senators Amy Klobuchar and Mike Lee have announced 
their plans to hold a Senate hearing on competition within 
the ticketing industry. The goal of these hearings will be 
to determine whether or not Ticketmaster has violated 
antitrust laws in an attempt to monopolize the ticket 
industry.

Following the release of her 10th studio album 
“Midnights,” Swift announced she would be starting 
the U.S. leg of her sixth tour in March 2023. Demand 
is incredibly high, as this is her return to touring since 
the Reputation Tour in 2018. She’s put out four original 
albums and two re-recorded albums with unreleased 

“vault” songs since. 

When The Eras tour was announced, loyal fans had the 
opportunity to receive presale codes and boosts through 
supporting Swift by streaming her music and buying 
merchandise from her official store. Some of Swift’s fans, 
widely known as Swifties, who received presale codes 
got locked out of their accounts when the site crashed or 
were victims of the presale reschedule, which was pushed 
back by hours at a time twice on the West Coast.

While two presales and a general sale were planned back 
to back, Ticketmaster announced that 
due to “extraordinarily high demands on ticketing 
systems and insufficient remaining ticket inventory to 
meet that demand,” the general sale for the tour had been 
canceled after just one presale. 

The fans who were lucky enough to get to the front 
of the queue and purchase tickets likely still paid far 
above market value due to Ticketmaster’s high fees and 
dynamic pricing. There were also countless resellers and 

Ticketmaster called before Senate 
following Taylor Swift’s tour fiasco

ticket-snatching bots flooding the site, making it even 
more difficult for fans to secure their tickets.

In a recent interview with NPR, Senator Klobuchar 
explained that Ticketmaster has been able to get away 
with its hidden and high fees because “there is no 
incentive for fair prices and superior offerings and 
innovation if you're the only company in town.”

At the end of 2019, Live Nation, who merged with 
Ticketmaster in 2010, came to an agreement with the 
Department of Justice to extend their consent decree after 
being accused of coercing venues to use Ticketmaster. 
The BOTS Act of 2016 allows the government the 
authority to put an end to automated scalpers and 
members of congress are currently working with the 
Federal Trade Commission to determine if they’ll be 
making plans to crack down on bots.

While the future of Ticketmaster is still unclear, they’ve 
made the mistake of messing with some of the most 
powerful fans in the world. Swifties are relentlessly 
advocating for a more just ticket buying system after 
being duped trying to get seats to The Eras tour.

A common issue fans faced while trying to purchase 
tickets was a glitch on the Ticketmaster website that 
caused them to lose their place in the queue.

California State University Monterey Bay student Natalie 
Gonzalez said that she was “in the queue for five hours 
and got kicked out when I was next in line.” 

While the process for buying tickets proved to be 
extremely difficult, it was not impossible. Student 
Jose Alvarez was able to buy four tickets through 
Ticketmaster’s Verified Fan presale.

Following her fans’ chaotic experience trying to secure a 
seat in her audience, Swift promptly released a statement 

on her Instagram in support of her fans, and in clear 
disdain for Ticketmaster without mentioning the company 
by name.

“I’m not going to make excuses for anyone because we 
asked them, multiple times, if they could handle this kind 
of demand and we were assured they could,” said Swift. 

“It’s truly amazing that 2.4 million people got tickets, but 
it really pisses me off that a lot of them feel like they 
went through several bear attacks to get them.”

Football programs in Division II can give out 36 
scholarships. While Division II football programs do not 
bring in as much money as Division I football programs, 
they can still bring in millions of dollars.

In 2021, CSUMB partnered with the new Monterey Bay 
Football Club, a professional team connected to the 
United Soccer League. This move to bring professional 
soccer to the Peninsula does not replace the experience 
that football fans yearn for. However, it helps to bring 
the community together when the team plays at the 
CSUMB campus venue, which opened in May 2022 and 
was renamed Cardinale Stadium. As this partnership 
continues, its success may pave the way for the next 
generation of sports fans at CSUMB and beyond.

precedents. More insidiously, the policy as it stands will 
create a financial incentive to create weaponized robots 
for domestic use against American citizens at a time when 
no meaningful laws exist to regulate their use." 

There are also opinions about this topic on our own 
Peninsula. 

“Robots don’t have the ability to practice restraint, and 
god forbid there was a malfunction,” said Bay Area native 
and second-year Grace Sjöberg. If the citizens in San 
Francisco were afraid of the weaponry the police possess, 
she believes that the city won’t be safer because “when 
people are afraid, they either comply because they feel 
like they have no other choice, or make rash decisions out 
of fear. Neither of those outcomes reflect the American 
ideals of liberty or freedom to me.”
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Story and photos by Ferris Crosby

Candy Cane Lane is a neighborhood in Pacific Grove 
with a beautiful annual tradition. Starting on Dec. 3, 
entire blocks are filled with holiday decorations, more 
than anywhere else in Monterey County. It’s hard to miss 
the two-story tall nutcrackers, mini ferris wheel and train 
that circle the center park.

Families walk through overhead glowing tunnels and 
take pictures with Santa’s sleigh, gingerbread houses and 
snowmen. Many houses project classic movies such as 

“Frosty the Snowman” for passersby to stop and watch. 
Kids are delighted to see Elsa, Charlie Brown and many 
other well-loved cartoon characters displayed throughout 
the neighborhood. 

Those who attend the festivities yearly may have missed 
the famous “Elvis House” where a life size statue with a 
santa hat is proudly displayed with his very own spotlight 
and stage. This year he is down for renovations, with a 
sign in his place that states, “Don’t get all shook up! Elvis 
will return next year in 2023.” 

If you haven’t already, take a trip to Candy Cane Lane 
this December and take part in our very own piece of the 
North Pole. To visit, turn on to Morse Drive or Beaumont 
Avenue off of Forest Avenue near Pacific Grove High 
School.

Candy Cane Lane
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Story by Helene Marie Kristensen 

All show and movie recommendations featured have English subtitles available.
VPN used in this article: Surfshark

Columns

Recommended series 
and movies from around 
the world

“Undercover” – Belgian
Genre: Thriller/Crime
Release year: 2019
Rotten Tomatoes average audience score: 85%
Average episode time: 45 min
Number of episodes per season: 10
Three seasons are available on Netflix USA

“The lines begin to blur for a pair of undercover cops as 
they try to infiltrate a drug kingpin’s operations by posing 
as a couple moving in next door.” 

- Netflix

“Train to Busan” 
– Korean 
Genre: Horror, Action & adventure
Release Date: July 22, 2016
Rotten Tomatoes Tomatometer: 94%
Run time: 1h 57min.
Available on Netflix South Korea (VPN required)

“As a zombie outbreak sweeps the country, a dad and his 
daughter take a harrowing train journey in an attempt to 
reach the only city that’s still safe.” 

- Netflix

“Train to Busan delivers a thrillingly unique – and purely 
entertaining – take on the zombie genre, with fully 
realized characters and plenty of social commentaries to 
underscore the bursts of skilfully staged action.” 

- Critics consensus on Rotten Tomatoes

“Troll” – Norwegian 
Genre: Action & Adventure, Monster films
Release date: Dec. 1, 2022
Rotten Tomatoes Tomatometer: 88%
Run time: 1h 43min
Available on Netflix USA

“When an explosion in the Norwegian mountains awakens 
an ancient troll, officials appoint a fearless paleontologist 
to stop it from wreaking deadly havoc.” 

- Netflix

“Money heist” 
– Spanish 
Genre: Thriller/Crime
Release year: 2017
Rotten Tomatoes Tomatometer: 92%
Average episode time: 45 min
Number of episodes per season: 8-13
Five parts (seasons) available on Netflix USA

“Eight thieves take hostages and lock themselves in 
the Royal Mint of Spain as a criminal mastermind 
manipulates the police to carry out his plan.” 

- Netflix

“Crash Landing on You” 
– Korean 
Genre: Romantic, Drama, Comedy
Release year: 2019
Rotten Tomatoes' average audience score: 98%
Average episode time: 80 min
Number of episodes per season: 16
1 season is available on Netflix USA

“A paragliding mishap drops a South Korean heiress in 
Nort Korea – and into the life of an army officer, who 
decides he will help her hide.” 

- Netflix

“But, look, you don’t have to know or care about that to 
embrace the oddball majesty of Crash Landing. Watch it 
for the rollicking adventure story. Or for beautiful people 
doing romantic things. Or for the chance to laugh and cry 
and scream at the telly, and not think about anything else 
aside from how a North Korean guy and a South Korean 
girl boss can make it in this crazy world of ours.” 

-  Jo Walker, The Guardian

“Pan's Labyrinth” – 
Spanish 
Genre: Drama, Fantasy
Release year: 2006
Rotten Tomatoes Tomatometer: 95%
Run time: 1h 59min
Available on Netflix South Korea (VPN required) 

“Young Ofelia meets a mythical faun who claims she is 
destined to become the princess of the Underworld. But 
first, she must carry out three difficult tasks.” 

- Netflix

“Pan’s Labyrinth is Alice in Wonderland for grown-ups, 
with the horrors of both reality and fantasy blended into 
an extraordinary, spellbinding fable.” 

- Critics' consensus on Rotten Tomatoes.

“Extraordinary 
Attorney Woo” 
– Korean 
Genre: Courtroom and Social issue TV Dramas.
Release year: 2022
Rotten Tomatoes Tomatometer: 100%
Average episode time: 70 min.
Number of episodes per season: 16
1 season is available on Netflix USA

“Brilliant attorney Woo Young-woo tackles challenges in 
the courtroom and beyond as a newbie at a top law firm 
and a woman on the autism spectrum.” 

- Netflix

“Woo Young Woo is a young lawyer with Asperger’s 
Syndrome; she boasts a high IQ, an impressive memory, 
and a wonderfully creative thought process, but she 
struggles with everyday interactions.” 

- Rotten Tomatoes

“Parasite” – Korean 
Genre: Comedies, Thriller
Release Date: Oct. 11, 2019
Rotten Tomatoes Tomatometer: 99%
Run time: 2h 12min.
Available on Netflix Canada (VPN required)

“One by one, the crafty members of a destitute family 
insinuate themselves into the household staff of a wealthy 
couple living in oblivious privilege.” 

- Netflix

“An urgent, brilliantly layered look at timely social themes, 
Parasite fins writer-director Bong Joon Ho in near-total 
command of his craft.” 

- Critics' consensus on Rotten Tomatoes

“Young Royals” 
– Swedish 
Genre: Romantic TV drama, teen.
Release year: 2021
Rotten Tomatoes Tomatometer: 100%
Average episode time: 45 min
Number of episodes per season: 6
Two seasons are available on Netflix USA

“Following a scandal, Prince Wilhelm enrolls in a new 
boarding school, Hillerska. His second cousin, August, 
plans an initiation party in his honor.” 

- Netflix

“Young Royals " is a well-written and directed YA/teen 
series with a refreshing cast that looks like real teenagers. 
So far, this easily-binged series appears to be immensely 
popular with its audience. Young Royals has a 99% 
Audience Score on Rotten Tomatoes, with all reviewers 
wishing for a second season.” 

- Sheena Scott, Forbes

Series

Movies

The Lutrinae will not be 
published during the 
Winter Break.
We wish you all good luck on your finals and 
hope you enjoy the break. We will return with 
Issue 16 on Jan. 30. 



thelutrinae.com

7

12.12.22

Creative Works

Poem by Gloria Salcido

I am from 
Wood-panel walls 
A Bible and notebook left open on the couch Men’s dress 
shoes 
and boys’ sneakers 
strewn 
about the living room 
A messy bedroom 
Stacks of fiction books 
Magic Tree House and Nancy Drew Clothes in piles 
A clear path from my bed to the door 

I am from 
Bar-S bologna, the kind 
with the red plastic ring 
Off-brand peanut butter and bread Chorizo con papas 
Kix and Life cereal 
from WIC 
Scrambled eggs with weenies 
Kool-aid, if 
we had sugar that week 

I am from 
Making fires to keep warm 

“Don’t turn on the heater, 
the PG&E bill is too high” 
Can’t have friends over 
because the pantry is empty 
Searching the sofa 
for change 
Lemonade stands 
fo pay for dinner 

I am from 
“This is an adult conversation” 
And “Mira, vas a ver” 
And “keep an eye on your brothers”
From “so mature for her age” 
And “smarter than most adults” From “beans and rice and 
Jesus Christ” And “See, God ALWAYS provides” 

Poem by Andrea Valadez
Photos by Haley Graham

At first it’s the kind of wave that looks inviting and make 
you want to walk in slowly just to feel something 

But once you do go in, you have no choice but to be 
completely consumed

It happens faster than you expect 

One second you’re admiring the sunset from the warm 
comfort of the sand 

And then the next you’re drowning and all you can hear 
are the loud crashing sounds of the ocean

All you can do is surrender to the current 

You don’t think you’ll ever make it back

But you do

You always find a way to get to shore again 

And just when you think you’re free 

The next wave comes and invites you in

The Childhood I Am From

It comes in waves

I am from 
Family dinners 

“No reading at the table” 
Saturday morning cartoons 
Sonic, Winx Club, Ninja Turtles Brothers trickle in 
as they wake 
Wrapped in blankets 
fighting over the recliner 
and the fuzzy baby blanket 

I am from 
Watching PBS Kids after school Riding bikes 
Hide and seek around the house Lava floors with 
sofa-cushion rocks 
Friday night blanket forts 
Staying up late to watch 
Agent Cody Banks 
Matilda, or Are We There Yet 
all our favorite movies 

I am from 
A vast unkempt backyard 
full of dried grass 
Skateboards left out 
from brothers practicing tricks 
An old doghouse 
that our dog refused to enter 
gathering cobwebs 
Rope swing hanging unused 
because of the spider-y tree 
and the rope too rough 
to hold long enough to swing

I am from 
A rainbow of roses 
peeking over the fence 
from the neighbor’s yard 
Watching the ups and downs 
of my childhood home
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Switch Sports finally 
adds golf
Story and screenshots by Arianna Nalbach

When “Nintendo Switch Sports” first released in late 
April, it came with bowling, tennis, and chambara 
that players were familiar with from “Wii Sports” and 
introduced two new sports, soccer and badminton. But 
one iconic “Wii Sports” mode was missing in the Switch 
sequel: golf.

Nintendo promised golf would be added to “Switch 
Sports” in the fall as a free update, as they wanted more 
time to finish the mode. The wait finally ended on Nov. 
28, and “Switch Sports” players can now play golf.

Golf features 21 holes from the original “Wii Sports,” 
with updated graphics, improved motion sensors, and a 
new twist added to the classic courses. 

Like other sports, golf can be played alone, with friends 
and family in local co-op (up to four players), or online 
with strangers.

Playing in local co-op is similar to the 2006 title and a 
real game of golf. Players take turns trying to hit the ball, 
and whoever can get it into the hole in the least amount 
of strokes will get the best score. You can choose to play 
either a three-hole, nine-hole, or 18-hole game and can 
choose between two courses, or get a random mix of 
levels from each.

However, going into an online golf match is an entirely 
different experience. In the online mode, a group of 
eight players will participate in “survival golf,” where 
everyone is golfing simultaneously and must try to get as 
close to par as possible before the time limit runs out. 

After each round, which consists of two holes, the best-
performing players will move on, while the rest will be 
eliminated. Only three players will remain by the third 
and final round and play one more hole to declare a 
winner. 

The golf update is pretty entertaining overall and is a 
welcome addition to “Switch Sports.” 

Read the full “Nintendo Switch Sports” review at: 
https://thelutrinae.com/2022/05/2000s-classic-returns-to-
the-modern-age-nintendo-switch-sports/ 

8-Bit

What’s the worst gift 
you’ve ever received?

Christian Machado
Psychology
Third-Year

Joshua Martinez
Business Administration
Third-Year

Chelsey Cameron
Liberal Studies
Fourth-Year

“Um, I was given a gift card over a year 
and a half after Christmas, so I guess 
that’s pretty bad.”

“Honestly I’m pretty grateful for all of the 
gifts I’ve ever been given, just having 
someone even think about me is great, 
my buddy once gave me some shorts 
he didn’t want, but I was pretty pumped 
about it.”

“My brother is very frugal so he stole my 
favorite shirt like three months before 
Christmas and then on Christmas he 
gave it back to me.”

Otter Chatter By Estrella McDaniel

Columns
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Story by Maxwelle Tartaglia
Illustration by Arianna Nalbach

Aries (March 21 - April 19) 
December may make you feel antsy this month, Aries. 
Feel free and encouraged to make changes in your ways 
of life now as the sun is in Sagittarius. 

Be wary of the middle of the month, you may start to feel 
lethargic but persevere. As Venus shifts, you may also 
feel refreshed with a newfound excitement. Make plans 
that allow you to be energetic and social!

Libra (Sept. 23 - Oct. 22) 
Communication is your strength this season, Libra. As 
the sign of the scales you constantly see situations in an 
impersonal point of view. Take the opportunity to make 
yourself heard and express yourself. You may feel a boost 
of confidence mid-season. Feel empowered in your voice 
and speak your mind!

Cancer (June 21 - July 22) 
December is a relaxing time for Cancer. Settle into your 
routine and feel comfort in this low-energy time. As 
communication is highlighted this season, you may want 
to take advantage of this and come to any necessary 
compromises with people around you.

Capricorn (Dec. 22 - Jan. 19) 
Use this December to relax, Capricorn! You are known to 
overthink so do your best to not stress during these busy 
times. Take a break from your work and unwind. 

During the beginning of the month, organize a schedule 
that allows you to have some time for yourself.

Taurus (April 20 - May 20) 
This month is a great opportunity for you to get organized. 
Sagittarius season is a perfect time to do things like cut 
out toxic relationships, take care of finances, fill out your 
planner, etc. 

Mid-December you may feel revised with a curiosity 
to try something new. Consider planning a trip to go 
somewhere new or taking up a new hobby.

Scorpio (Oct. 23 - Nov. 21) 
December is a good time to manage your finances, 
Scorpio. As a notoriously impulsive sign, try to control 
your spending during the holiday season. 

As Mercury enters Capricorn, this is also a great time 
to set boundaries and communicate your needs within 
relationships.

Leo (July 23 - Aug. 22) 
This season can be your chance for romance, Leo! With 
the sun in Sagittarius, you may feel creative and romantic. 
Give yourself a chance to be happy and romanticize the 
things around you. Get out of your comfort zone and try 
to meet new people. 

If you are not looking for love, you can still benefit from 
the burst of confidence that you will feel during the 
middle of December.

Aquarius (Jan. 20 - Feb. 19) 
You may feel yourself especially socially this season, 
Aquarius. Pencil in time to do some activities with 
friends. Your relationships can benefit a lot this season 
from talking to your loved ones. Try to further understand 
different perspectives within your social circles.

Gemini (May 21 - June 20) 
Sagittarius season is an exciting time for Gemini. Take 
advantage of this chaotic time and throw yourself into 
social activities. Make friends and take the time to 
depthen your current relationships as you may find it 
easier to communicate and collaborate.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22 - Dec. 21) 
It is your season, Sagittarius! You can expect to feel 
energized and passionate. Be encouraged to have fun this 
December. Go out and party, hang out with friend and 
explore new places!

Be wary of your relationships moving quickly and 
shifting. Your social life may feel like an emotional 
rollercoaster so make sure you are doing your best to 
communicate with your loved ones.

Virgo (Aug. 23 - Sept. 22) 
Similar to Leo, this is also a great time to prioritize your 
love life, Virgo. And not only in the romantic sense! You 
will feel especially rewarded and fulfilled within your 
connections to friends and family. Surround yourself with 
your loved ones this December.

Pisces (Feb. 20 - March 20) 
This can be a time to really make strides within your 
career, Pisces. Whether it be academic or professional, 
take advantage of this time and explore new opportunities. 
Try studying a different subject or applying to an opening 
that you are interested in! You may feel invigorated 
with confidence during mid-December that you can use 
to drive you through interviews, so consider planning 
around that!

December horoscopes

Links used:
https://www.moongiant.com/calendar/ 
https://www.vice.com/en/article/qjka9v/your-monthly-horoscope-december-2022
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Can you unscramble these 
holiday-related words to reveal 
their true meaning?

Answers:

Countdown, New 
Year’s, Presents, 
Family, Dinner, 

Ornament, Menorah, 
Gift Giving, 

Mistletoe, Wreath

Dec. 8 @ Cal State L.A.

Dec. 10 @ Cal State San Marcos

Women’s Basketball
L 62 - 89

L 46 - 76

Dec. 8 @ Cal State L.A.

Dec. 10 @ Cal State San Marcos

Men’s Basketball
L 65 - 82

L 60 - 72
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Game Results


