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The annual Werk Witch drag show on Saturday, Oct. 15 
surpassed audience expectations for its fourth year at 
California State University Monterey Bay (CSUMB).

Doors opened around 6:30 p.m., with more than 60 
people eagerly waiting to find the best seats to watch 
their fellow Otters perform in the Otter Student Union 
(OS ballroom. Those who did not purchase a ticket 
beforehand were put on a waitlist and some were even 
seen trying to talk their way into the show to see one of 
the only on-campus events to consistently sell out. 

“I wanted to experience it for myself,” said Elizabeth 
Mackey, a second-year at CSUMB who attended Werk 
Witch for the first time. “I came into the event expecting 
to have a good time and my expectations were definitely 
met.” 

The night was hosted by the Otter Cross Cultural Center 
(OC3) which prides itself on fostering “opportunities 
for continued knowledge, civic engagement, and social 
justice activism.” Sean Meeks, one of the main organizers 
of the night believes the inclusivity and diversity that the 
show is based in is the reason behind its popularity. 

The theme of the night may have been Halloween, but 
the atmosphere was completely devoted to acceptance. 
According to organizers, the popular event has been in the 
works since August. Their hard work definitely did not go 
unnoticed, as the OSU ballroom was decorated head-to-
toe with bats, spider webs, and different lighting to match 
the energy of every performance.

The show’s judges were three notable drag queens 
from diverse backgrounds and throughout the show 
they fostered the crowd's energy and gave contestants 
tips on how to improve their performances. In a space 
outside of their normal scene, judge Kenya Belove 
hoped a heterosexual crowd would take away “how to 
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be accepting of different genders and identities, and to 
understand the world we come from.”

 A diverse crowd came to appreciate drag, which judge 
Betty Fresas described as an art form. The judges all 
performed their own routines and Betty Fresas wowed the 
audience with a marigold-covered dress to celebrate her 
Mexican heritage.

Competitors showed up with their spookiest costumes 
and most theatrical routines to impress the judges in 
accordance with the Halloween theme. Personas ranged 
from an NSFW cowboy, a jellyfish from the beloved 
Nickelodeon show Spongebob, a pirate, a witch and an 
entertaining twist on movie character Megamind. Each 
performance was paired with a unique soundtrack that 
kept the crowd on the edge of their seats for the duration 
of the two-hour show. 

While the night was filled with lively entertainment and 
lots of laughs, drag is much more than just a show, said 
judge Tori Tia. “It’s taught me a lot about resilience, 
perseverance and to nurture my creativity.”  

The night was a new experience for many, as a majority 
of the contestants were newcomers to the drag world. It 
was also a first time for some of the judges, as it was their 
first experience evaluating student competitors. Judge 
Kenya Belove was honored to have “the opportunity for 
[the judges] to nurture new drag.” 

Whether it was their first time performing or not, all 
contestants were welcomed to the runway with open arms.

This could definitely be felt as the audience wildly 
cheered for each of the eight performers who left it all 
on the runway. Audience members later voted for their 
favorite performances through a Google Form and 
winners were revealed at the end of the night.

Chi Daria’s captivating performance as a jellyfish won 
the third place spot. Second place went to MiniMind's 
animated routine that left the audience smiling. 

Kai Merra, a recent graduate from CSUMB, took home 
the tiara and sash for winning first place in the popular 
vote of the night. 

Merra appreciates drag as a way to express their gender 
identity because “that little bit of separation gives you the 
distance to play around and not feel the pressure society 
puts on gender.”

The crowd also had the opportunity to vote for Mx. 
Congeniality of the show.

Mx. Congeniality is someone who has “charisma, nerve, 
talent, connects with the crowd and is personable,” 
advised judge Kenya Belove, who has learned to not take 
life too seriously through drag. 

The title of Mx. Congeniality went to Drag King 
Lightning Storms Mcking, who no doubt received 
the loudest applause of the night. Mcking dazzled the 
audience with their lively rendition of the hit song “Life 
is a Highway”  and received compliments from the judges 
about their captivating energy. 

Mcking confessed that they were “terrified on stage but 
I have a terrible memory so when the scary thing is over 
it's pretty much gone.”  

The end of the night produced a bit of a surreal moment 
as many felt the air was filled with immense joy 
and contentment for what they had just collectively 
experienced. 

It makes complete sense why Belove described drag as a 
“labor of love.” 

Werk Witch Judge Kenya Belove performs a 
routine to hype the crowd on Oct. 15.

Cni Daria takes home third place after a 
captivating drag performance on Oct. 15.

MiniMind leaves the audience grinning with an animated routine to 
Guns N' Roses' "Welcome to the Jungle" at Werk Witch.



2

thelutrinae.com10.17.22

Campus

Story by Ferris Crosby
Photo courtesy of Caden Albertson 

“We don’t have a parking problem on campus,” said Earl 
Lawson, employee of the school since 1994, “We have a 
convenience problem.”

Lawson serves California State University Monterey 
Bay (CSUMB) as chief of police and associate vice 
president, and has been here since the school opened in 
1995. During the 27 years since CSUMB’s beginnings as 
a military base, there has been a plan to turn the former 
base into a walkable campus. This involves building over 
the small spaces to park on main campus such as lot 18 
and 23, to create science buildings, housing projects, and 
further expansions. This will continue to make spaces 
close to class scarce. 

Miracle Parking
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Lawson is adamant “CSU Monterey Bay has 3,350 
general parking stalls available. At no time in our history 
as a university on an academic day have all those parking 
spots been full.” 

The current proposed solution is consolidated, further 
parking lots such as lot 59, which must be efficient, safe 
and have a reliable shuttle program to reduce student 
frustration. The school aims to completely eliminate 
hunting for a spot by ensuring one further away but with 
immediate transit to main campus. 

With the new readdition of the bird scooters, it will be 
even easier for students to park further if willing to pay 
for convenience. The wave, the new CSUMB transit 
system, runs every eight minutes, a shorter span than 
anyone would spend looking for parking.

“Parking was never intended to be convenient. Parking is 
a necessity,” Lawson said.

There’s a big push to encourage students to stop bringing 
personal vehicles to campus because of CSUMB’s 
commitment to reduce our carbon footprint for the 
environment. The initially inconvenient master plan 
eventually will turn these lots into outdoor gathering 
spaces, trees, and benches. CSUMB has promised its 
students a walkable, environmentally healthy campus.

So why aren’t people taking the bus to achieve this 
vision? 

Lawson says it’s because, “We’re Americans. 
Convenience.”

Interested in 
joining our team?

We love to see your:
illustrations • short stories • poems

Email analbach@
csumb.edu for 
more information!

The Lutrinae holds meetings 
every Monday at 6:10 pm 
via Zoom! 

Path from Lot 59 to the Main Quad
marked in blue
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Story and photos by Haley Graham

Otter Athletics and Associated Students at California 
State University Monterey Bay (CSUMB) brought many 
students together in the main quad on Friday Oct. 14 
to celebrate the MB Madness Block Party and kick off 
Reunion and Family Traditions (RAFT) Weekend. 

RAFT Weekend lasted through Sunday, Oct. 16. RAFT 
weekend is held annually for students, staff, faculty, 
friends and family to show their school spirit and 
celebrate CSUMB’s athletic teams. 

This year’s MB Madness event featured two food trucks, 
carnival and field games with prizes, and performances 
from CSUMB’s Cheer and Dance teams. The event 
concluded with the customary spirit parade walk to the 
Cardinale Stadium in support of CSUMB’s soccer teams 
in their upcoming matches.

Otters RAFT to 
MB Madness Block Party

Upcoming Events

Friday Oct. 21 Reserve tickets now on MyRaft 
for a TEDx Talk hosted by Student Engagement & 
Leadership Development. They will be going on a 
journey through the past, present and future of 
Monterey Bay from 1 to 5 p.m.

Thursday Oct. 20 Head to the Lot 71 parking 
lot from 2 to 6 p.m. to grab fresh fruits and veggies 
from local farmers.

Monday Oct. 17 The Transfer Student Success 
Center is kicking off National Transfer Student Week by 
encouraging transfer students to stop by the OSU Main 
quad from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. and show their transfer 
pride by giving a shoutout to their Community College 
Alma Mater with chalk.

Tuesday Oct. 18 Join barista extraordinaire 
Nevan Bell and learn how to pour a standard drink. 
There will be a competition for how fast attendees can 
pour a drink with prizes included! Stop by the 4th floor of 
Pinnacles from 7 to 8 p.m.

TEDx CSU Monterey Bay

AS Farmer’s MarketChalk Your Pride

Drinks are on Nevan
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Story and photos by Helene Kristensen

In the midst of midterm week on Oct. 12, North Quad 
resident advisor (RA) Lucia Pineda hosted a pumpkin 
painting event for Pinnacles residents to de-stress.

Pineda is the first floor RA in the Pinnacles building 
located at California State University Monterey Bay’s 
(CSUMB) North Quad housing area. 

“I like to do events where residents can be creative, but 
also take something with them at the end,” Pineda said.

Week eight marks the halfway of the semester and 
for many students it is a stressful time with midterms. 
Therefore, Pineda wanted to do something for Pinnacles 
residents. 

“We always plan for a specific amount of people,” she 
said. “Today we have 25 real pumpkins that can be 
painted on, but we post the flyer by the elevator on every 
floor so everyone is welcomed.”

Right as the event started there was a buzz of people 
scanning the box looking at the color selection offered 
and planning their pumpkin design. Only after a few 
minutes people were scattered all over the lobby, and half 
of the pumpkins had been claimed.

“I like events like this and it gives a break from the stress 
of the midterm and it is fun to come out and do this 
painting,” said Michaela Rantz, a senior set to graduate 
this spring.

The theme of pumpkin painting was spot on for the 
students. 

“Halloween is a fun holiday themed activity. I like 
these types of activities and I would like to see similar 

Students paint 
pumpkins in Pinnacles

(ones) in the future,” Rantz said. “Previously they have 
arranged the tote bag decoration and succulent planting. 
It's all about creativity and versatility. I really like the 
difference.” 

Other students agreed that the event was a good break 
during the week. 

“I really enjoy it. It is nice to relax, especially since it's 
midterm, and it’s a break in a stressful week,” said third-
year Kathryn Shepherd. “I like to paint and the Halloween 

theme is really fitting with the season. I would love to see 
events like this in the future. I believe it's important to 
create events for the community so that people can come 
together.” 

Despite the event only lasting for an hour, students kept on 
coming, and Pineda was quick to come up with a solution 
after they had run out of pumpkins. Students were given 
paper plates to decorate and bring with them.

Otter Express returns 
with anticipation of a bar 
after phase 2 renovations
Story and photos by Max Guererra 

With the excitement of new on-campus dining options, 
the Otter Express (OE) was packed with students in its 
first week back and an official reopening is in the works.

Last week the OE introduced Wild Pie pizza and Create, 
which serves salad, sandwiches, and soup. The OE also 
offers snacks, fresh fruit, mochi and coffee. 

Following phase two renovations, which occurred 
throughout the school year until this point, the new 
seating area introduces a bar as an addition to CSUMB 
dining and campus culture.

Residential Dining Director Alexandra Perez says 
students can enjoy enhanced menus thanks to upgraded 
kitchen equipment.

 Another addition anticipated in the OE is a Valid Fill 
drink machine with refillable cups available for purchase. 

“We’re pretty excited to have this innovation in the 
building. It’s a sustainable option for students and guests 
to use for the rest of the semester,” said Perez. 

She also announced that the Boost App would soon have 
the convenient option to order ahead at both Create and 
Wild Pie. 

The bar hasn’t yet opened officially but will soon be open 
on weekdays from 4 p.m. to 10 p.m. due to CSU and 
state guidelines. Perez stated, "right now, we're securing 
beer and wine offerings, but once we see what's popular, 
we’ll start to incorporate specials.”

Perez gave a shout-out to @Otterkitchens on Instagram 
and encouraged students to check out the dining 
committee at www.dineoncampus.com/csumb
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Story by Andrea Valadez

California State University Monterey Bay (CSUMB) 
students and staff have the opportunity to unlock their 
inner yogi by attending a variety of yoga-centered classes 
held every week in the Meeting House on Divarty Street. 

These classes range from gentle stretching and slow flows 
to high-intensity cardio circuits. The  beginner-friendly 
Oct. 12 session proved to be immensely relaxing and 
sweat-inducing for the roughly 15 women in attendance.

“Let everything from the day slowly begin to fall away, as 
you find the center of this moment and this time,” said 
instructor Amanda Kirk, who led the Mandala-style flow 
of the night.

The traditional practice of Mandala yoga asks participants 
to first establish a centered and enlightened state of mind. 

The session then consists of a sequence of positions that 
flow in a circular motion around the mat, much like the 
intricate shape of a mandala flower.

Kirk started the flow by asking participants to envision 
the center of a circle and set an intention for this practice. 
Kirk explained that envisionment is integral for the mind-
body connection for an individual to “focus not just on 
the physical aspect … but connecting what you’re doing 
with what you’re thinking and feeling.” 

As the group moved around their mats, slowly getting 
the hang of the balance-centered flow, groans and stifled 
laughs could be heard through the almost euphoric music 
bellowing from the back of the Meeting House.

Sandra Ruiz, Director of Procurement and Contract 
Services at CSUMB said she’s “happy this is offered,” 
while attending her third yoga class since the program 
started. “We sit at our desks all day, so this does relieve 
some of that stress.”

For students participating in midterm exams, the 
relaxing practice is seen as a safe haven free from any 
expectations or worries.

“Midterms are really sneaking up on lots of students,” said 
second-year Nick Zuniga.  Zuniga regularly practices 
yoga and finds that the hobby is “a good way to connect 
with and calm your mind.” 

Following an actual flow is not the only way to benefit 
from yoga practices, as Zuniga praises the “breathing 
techniques learned from yoga that can help destress my 
mind outside of school.” 

Whether you are a part of the student body or faculty, 
do not be afraid to roll out a mat and reap the fantastic 
benefits of yoga practice on your body.

Fireside Chat gives 
insight to 
gaming industry

Otters have 
the chance to 
participate 
in free yoga 
classes

Story by Maxwelle Tartaglia

Students eager to get involved in the video game industry 
joined a virtual Fireside Chat all about getting into the 
industry on Oct. 12. Melissa Wafful, an early career 
program manager at video game and software developer 
and publisher, Epic Games, gave a tell-all on how to get 
started in the industry.  

Wafful answered questions and provided useful 
information regarding getting involved with the gaming 
industry. All majors were invited to participate as Wafful 
took questions and gave individualized feedback and tips 
to interested students. 

The beginning of the event was dedicated to more 
general information regarding the application process 
and questions that students would have to answer when 
applying.

Wafful gave students a more involved look at the process 
of applying to entry level jobs and internships offered at 
Epic Games. 

Once opened to questions, the online seminar began to 
provide more individualized tips and advice to students. 
Members of the chat asked questions regarding getting 
involved with recruiters.  

“The best way to approach a recruiter is to get their name 
right,” Wafful lightheartedly advised.

Wafful explained that a common mistake that applicants 
make when reaching out to recruiters is reaching out 
to recruiters for information about a company that they 
would not have any knowledge of. 

 “Make sure you know what company that they work for 
and make sure you are tailoring your questions to the 
right audience,” Wafful elaborated. 

Wafful told students “if you reach out and say, ‘Hey! I 
applied to this role. Is there anything I can do or someone 
else I can talk to.’ That is a great question for a recruiter.” 

For those interested in making it in the gaming industry, 
it is important to make sure you are creating. If game 
development is your passion, try to see if you can make 
your own game.

Depending on how much work you put into it, the game 
could potentially be considered your own personal 
project and strengthen your resume.

A major point that Wafful discussed was imposter 
syndrome – where a person doubts their skills and 
accomplishments and fears they will be exposed as an 

“imposter.”

Wafful emphasized that imposter syndrome  is a real 
thing that many applicants experience and encouraged 
them that they are their own worst critics. 

When recruiting, the goal is to hire based on potential. 
Do not expect to go into your interview and walk out 
with full marks. You will stumble and that is expected 
and OK.

Story by Oscar Jimenez Iniguez 

The California State University Monterey Bay (CSUMB) 
women’s soccer team beat visiting California State 
University East Bay 2-1 on Oct. 14 in a gritty California 
Collegiate Athletic Association conference matchup.

In the first half, the Otters were in control , outshooting 
the Pioneers 6-2. Otter midfielder Catalina Villegas (#25) 
assisted by forward Amelia McManus (#22) scored the 
first and only goal of the half. Defensively, Monterey Bay 
prevented the Pioneers from taking a shot. 

However, the Pioneers came out of the first half into 
the second offensively ready, as they outshot the Otters 
7-4. This did not deter the Otters. Defender Linda Nigg 
(#17) scored on a header on an assist by midfielder Mitsy 
Ramirez (#30) off of a corner kick. East Bay responded 
shortly after with a goal, shot and scored by midfielder 
Kelsey Pena (#11) assisted by forward Yvette Moreno 
(#12). 

Following the rest of the game up until the 80th minute, 
East Bay possessed the ball a majority of the time. In the 
final 10 minutes, the Otters went on a three-shot shooting 
spree, extinguishing any attempt for the Pioneers to score 
and force overtime.

In the end, Monterey Bay weathered East Bay’s attempt 
at a potential comeback. After the game, both Otter 
goalscorers reflected on their goals.

“That goal was pretty crazy, it happened all fast,” said 
Villegas. “Maya did a throw-in that went in between 
Amelia and a few other people, I just saw that the 

Women's Soccer 
grind out 
victory over 
CSU East Bay

goalkeeper was off of the line so I thought I could do a 
little chip and it worked. I still can’t believed we scored, 
it's kind of a lot.”
 

“It was a corner kick and it hit me in the face and went it. 
It was really good. It was a fun game,” said Nigg.

Monterey Bay’s head coach Laura VanWart was honest 
about the team’s victory, but was most importantly proud 
of what her players accomplished.

“They came out with a win. It was a very difficult game 
against a really good team and we were able to find a 
result. We were not our sharpest but we were really gritty, 
and so we were able to get it,” she said. “Catalina and 
Linda scored two great goals. Linda’s goal, especially 
off the corner kick, was spectacular. So sometimes being 
successful is being able to win when you don't have your 
best game.”

The Otters improved to 6-5-3 overall and 3-3-1 in the 
California Collegiate Athletic Association, while the 
Pioneers fell to 2-8-3 and 0-6-1.

CSUMB fell to Stanislaus State 1-0 at Cardinale Stadium 
Sunday.

The loss means the Otters now will need some assistance 
to reach the CCAA Tournament as they sit three points 
outside the top six with three matches remaining.
They will go up against Cal State Dominguez Hills on 
Oct. 27. For more information on upcoming games, visit 
otterathletics.com.

See all game scores on page 8.
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Local Eats: Marina’s 
El Salvadoreno 
Pupuseria gets it right
Story and photos by Dee Davila

There is nothing quite like delicious and affordable local 
food. Additionally, as students, finding local eateries that 
can satisfy the hunger that is born from tirelessly typing 
away during exam preparations is a blessing. 

 El Salvadoreno Pupseria is located in a quiet, 
unassuming strip mall on Del Monte Boulevard . in 
Marina and is both affordable and delicious. 

Despite appearances, the interior can’t help but draw one 
in with its vibrant colors and a scent that can only remind 
one of a Salvadoran mother’s home as she cooks for her 
family. 

Service was prompt and even nearing closing, one of 
the owners, Lorena Salmeron, was still present, taking 
orders from the register. Behind her a menu illuminated 
their offerings with many classical Salvadoran dishes, 
including the famous pupusas.

For the uninitiated, pupusas are a Salvadoran corn-based 
griddle cake that is usually stuffed with an array of 
ingredients and the national food of El Salvador. 

The pupusa offerings include cheese, beans and the 
popular revuelto, or mixed, pupusas. They were served 
with a side of zesty and tangy coleslaw and hot sauce, 
which completed the meal. 

The best part about these hearty pupusas was that each 
one was only $3.50, perfect for any student who is rolling 
on a budget.

Along with the pupusas, the restaurant also offers 
other authentic delicacies such as fried plantains and 
fried cassava or yuca fritta, which come with high 
recommendations.  

The cheese pupusa is a definite winner here and full 
of flavor. With every bite, the cheese was melted and 
perfectly paired with the coleslaw topping on the pupusa 

to deliver mouthwatering bites that tingle the insides of 
one’s cheeks and tongue. 

As for the revuelta pupusa, the mixture of pork, beans and 
cheese delivers a luscious and velvety mouthfeel with rich 
flavors that satisfy any carnivor craving for something 
new. 

Owners Lorena Salmeron and Camilo Rodriguez really 
demonstrated that they understand that great taste does 
not have to cost an arm and a leg.

 El Salvadoreno Pupuseria is clearly a hidden gem in 
Marina and anyone with a $10 bill in their pocket can 
come through their doors and enjoy what they have to 
offer. 

They can be found at 2056 Del Monte Blvd in Marina 
and are a definite must-go for any student looking for an 
affordable and delicious slice of El Salvador.

With midterms in 
progress, what have you 
done to prepare?

Monica To
Communication Design 
Fourth-Year

Cesar Borrego
Computer Science
Third-Year

Ruben Martin Del Campo
Collaborative Health & Human Services
Fifth-Year

“Since I’m a very distracted person, I like 
to be hard but also soft on myself so a 
tactic that really works is to study for 
35 uninterrupted minutes and take a 15 
mins snack or phone break.”

“I don’t really do much aside from the 
obvious, which is to prepare and be 
ready for whatever is coming. My 
professors usually let me use cheat 
sheets and I make sure they have 
everything I need.”

“As a senior majoring in Collaborative 
Health and Human Services with a 
concentration in Public Administration 
and Nonprofit Management, I am 
currently preparing for my midterms 
by studying at the library on campus. I 
know that I need to put extra time into 
studying for my quantitative analysis 
of survey data class to ensure I am 
prepared. Overall, I feel confident that I 
will do well on my midterms.”

Otter Chatter by Dee Davila
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The Devil is a Part Timer
Story by Edgardo Sanchez
Screenshot by Arianna Nalbach

“The Devil is a Part Timer” is a slice of life/fantasy anime 
about the Devil, ‘Satan,’ having lost his world and his 
hellish army in the realm of Ente Isla and now finding 
himself and his only servant in the human world, where 
he struggles to regain powerful magic that is necessary 
for him to return home. 

Now reborn into a human body that requires food and 
shelter, Satan has little choice but to obtain the necessities 
that all people need — money. For him to possess money, 
he must apply for a part-time position at a local fast food 
establishment of McRonald’s.

The title tells you exactly what to expect from a story like 
this, and boy, is it fun. The “slice of life” element is the 

heart and soul of the anime, especially with characters 
like the heroic yet short-tempered Emi Yusa, the Devil’s 
general and right-hand man Ashiya and the loyal and 
supportive Chiho. 

Each of these characters is great in their own right, but 
where their presence shines is in their relationships with 
the leading man –Sadao Maou, AKA Satan. 

Once the ruler of the Dark Realm is king, he is now 
described as the “perfect McRonald's employee” in the 
eyes of his colleagues, except for Emi, who sees him as 
her enemy and will stop at nothing to destroy him.

This was a delightful show and one where anyone can 
kick back and enjoy themselves.

Verdict: 8.5 /10

The Outbound Ghost 
is cute, but falls flat
Story and screenshots by Arianna Nalbach

Coming from the indie game studio Conradical Games, 
“The Outbound Ghost” is a charming game just in time for 
the spooky season. Led by developer Conrad Grindheim, 

“The Outbound Ghost” is an impressive feat. Grindheim 
was joined by only two other team members, composer 
Kimmo Savilampi and character artist Clay-zulah.

After being crowdfunded in only 32 hours on Kickstarter 
and going viral on social media, many gamers have been 
eagerly awaiting “The Outbound Ghost” to release. Now 
the wait is finally over. But was it worth it?

“The Outbound Ghost” was released on Sept. 20 to the 
Nintendo Switch, Xbox consoles, Playstation, PC, and 
Mac computers. It can be purchased for $19.99. 

In “The Outbound Ghost,” you play as an amnesiac 
ghost who has found their way into a town full of ghosts 
of freshly-murdered people, clinging onto emotional 
baggage from their previous life. Throughout the game, 
you try to figure out the cause of your death while helping 
others free their spirits to the afterlife. 

The game begins with you waking up on the outskirts of 
the town Outbound. It is quickly revealed a serial killer 
murdered everyone within the town. Many of the victims 
are struggling to pass over to the afterlife and are stuck in 
purgatory. 

You meet another amnesiac, Adrian, in hopes of 
discovering the reasoning behind your amnesia. However 
he ends up running away, leading the player on a goose 
chase to try and find him and get to the root of the 
mystery. 

The general premise of “The Outbound Ghost” is an 
intriguing murder mystery but it falls short in a few 
aspects. The story beats are paced weirdly and the writing 
feels flat at times.

The button mapping also feels awkward playing on 
PC and there is no way in the settings to change this. 

“Continue” binds to the escape key and can lead to you 
needing to alt-F4 to force quit the game after confirming 
something when trying to back out. While this isn’t the 
biggest issue in the world, it can still be annoying. 

Additionally, while the combat is interesting at first, 
it becomes repetitive and tiring somewhat quickly. 
While exploring the world of Outbound, you run into 
apparitions that you must fight in turn-based battles. 

8-Bit
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What is unique about the battles is that instead of the 
player character taking on the apparitions, you send out 
Figments representing different aspects of the character’s 
emotions. You begin with one, Regret, but acquire more 
as the game progresses.

Each Figment comes with its abilities, and the player 
needs to try and use the Figments wisely. You need to be 
cautious of how many health and Skill Points (SP) each 
Figment has to win the battles.

When attacking or using a skill, you must perform a quick 
time-based skill check for attacks to do the most damage. 
There will be a slider above the attacking character’s head 
and the player needs to hit the interact button while the 
slider is in the green to do the most damage. Land in the 
orange and you will do a little less damage and landing in 
the red will have you miss the attack entirely. 

Each move has a different rhythm to it, but once you 
have it down, it is easy to land in the green every time. 
Unfortunately, this makes it tedious to do the combat 
early on in the game and the combat doesn’t expand 
much out of this mechanic.

Where the outbound truly shines is with its art style. 
Grindheim has expressed his inspiration from the “Paper 
Mario” series, which shows in “The Outbound Ghost.” 
The characters are drawn in 2D and have a paper-like 
aesthetic, while the surrounding world is in 3D.

The character designs are probably the best aspect of 
“The Outbound Ghost.” While the art style is simplistic, 
each character feels unique and it plays homage to “Paper 
Mario” nicely. 

As someone who was incredibly excited for “The 
Outbound Ghost,” it does feel disappointing overall, 
and it was hard to get very far into the game without 
wanting to go do something else. It is still a cute game 
to get you in the mood for the Halloween season and an 
impressive accomplishment from only one developer, but 
unfortunately it falls a bit flat.

With future updates and continued work on it, “The 
Outbound Ghost” has the potential to be something 
incredible, but at the time, it would probably be better to 
pick it up on sale.
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yotato evchy

eelswh rrrosim

kingpar negnie

senceli asg

danoh ictrceel

Can you unscramble these car-
related words to reveal their 
true meaning?

Answers:

Toyota, Wheels, 
Parking, License, 

Honda, Chevy, 
Mirrors, Engine, Gas, 

Electric

Game Results

Oct. 9 @ Sonoma State

Oct. 14 vs Cal State East Bay

Men’s Soccer
L 2 - 3

W 1 - 0

Oct. 9 @ Sonoma State

Oct. 13 @ Cal State San Marcos

Oct. 14 vs Cal State East Bay

Women’s Soccer
L 1 - 2

L 2 - 3

W 2 - 1

Oct. 10 & 11 @ Wildlife Classic

Men’s Golf
9th of 11 

teams

L 1 - 3

Oct. 13 @ Cal State San Marcos

Oct. 15 @ Cal State East Bay

Women’s Volleyball
L 2 - 3

Oct. 15 @ Bronco Invitational

Women’s Cross Country
23rd of 

28 teams

Oct. 15 @ Bronco Invitational

Men’s Cross Country
22nd of 26 teams


