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Otterlands returns 
after 2-year hiatus
Story and photos by Bryan Chavez

California State University, Monterey Bay (CSUMB) 
hosted its sixth annual spring concert, Otterlands 
on Friday, April 29. Headlining this year was indie-
pop band Smallpools and other performances from 
synth and dance-pop artist Xylø and Battle of the DJs 
winner, Fernando were featured. 

Unfortunately Fernando’s set was cut short.

The event was hosted by the Otter Student Union 
(OSU) and Associated Students (AS) in the OSU 
ballroom. Before the show started, students could 
enjoy pre-festival activities hosted outside the OSU, 
such as games, face bedazzling, food trucks, chalking, 
and sign-ups for CSUMB’s radio station, Otter Media, 
next semester. AS also gave out free swag such as 
clear fanny packs and t-shirts. 

According to Associated Students Programs and 
Communications Coordinator Zach Simmons, over 
350 students attended Otterlands, reaching their goal 
for attendees. 

“I think what made tonight successful was all the 
students who came out,” Simmons said. “[We] could 
not do it and could not have all the energy without all 
of the students and all our volunteers who helped plan 
and put on this event. The students made the event.”

This was the first Otterlands CSUMB has put on since 
Spring 2019, when Bay Area rapper, E-40, performed 
on campus. 

“We’re hoping to bring back Otterlands as a campus 
tradition every single year so if you didn't get the 
chance to go this year, we’ll have it again next year, as 
well as hopefully other fun, hyped up in person events” 
Simmons said. “So be on the lookout for more things 
to come.”

California State University, Monterey Bay students enjoy the Otterlands performances on April 29.

Otterlands headliner, Smallpools, performs for students on April 29.Xylø performs for California State University, Monterey Bay students 
at Otterlands on April 29.
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UPD finds loaded 
magazine at 
World Theater 

Story by Daniel Gallo
Illustration by Malia Savella

California State University, Monterey Bay's (CSUMB) 
Executive Director of Sustainable Hospitality 
Management, Paige Viren, joined the Agribusiness Club 
for their final edition of the virtual guest speaker series 
on April 26. 

Viren introduced her presentation by sharing her mission 
of building tourism that supports economic growth 
and gives back to the community. She believes there's 
endless potential in the Monterey's cultural qualities and 
local opportunities, a region full of unique experiences. 

Sustainability is one of Viren's primary objectives, and 
with over 16 years of researching consumer behavior, 
she carries an extensive understanding of developing 
rural attractions that foster economic diversification. 

Building tourism 
that supports 
economic growth

Viren specializes in agritourism, leaving visitors with 
a series of memorable adventures, entertaining and 
educational travel that you can't find elsewhere.  

Uniting conservation communities and creating 
sustainable exploration is at the heart of agritourism. 
Viren shared that celebrating culture is a specific 
process, recognizing an environment's landmarks and 
embracing what a place tastes, feels, and looks like in 
the realm of tourism. 

Farms are a profitable outlet for travel because they 
offer a variety of recreational activities. Viren cited 
U-pick farms as a successful marketing strategy. They 
allow consumers to immerse themselves in agriculture 
environments such as pumpkin patches and corn mazes. 

Story by Arianna Nalbach

In an email sent out to campus faculty and staff on April 
28, California State University, Monterey Bay (CSUMB) 
President Edward Ochoa revealed during an event at The 
World Theater, an attendee found a loaded magazine on 
the floor. 

Ochoa reassured staff and faculty that University Police 
do not believe anyone on campus is in danger and 
that University Police have found no evidence of an 
immediate or impending threat to anyone on campus. 

After the attendee gave the magazine to law enforcement, 
University Police conducted a search and contacted all 
individuals seated near where the magazine was found. 
They did not identify any other contraband or potentially 
dangerous material after the search.

University Police will continue to investigate the 
occurrence, and encourage anyone who has information 
about it, or anyone who has witnessed suspicious behavior 
to call 831-655-0268 to report it.

In an emergency, please dial 9-1-1.  

Viren presented Cashie River Treehouses in North 
Carolina as an additional agritourism attraction 
example. 

A successful system of agritourism involves 
products and experiences that represent a region's 
individuality, from exclusive produce to outdoor 
expeditions that you can't find anywhere else. 

For students looking for more in the world of 
agriculture, join the Agribusiness Club community 
on MyRaft.
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Students paint 
precious plant pots

Want to showcase your work 
in the student newspaper?

Email analbach@csumb.edu
to have your work 
considered for our next issue.

We love to see your:
illustrations • short stories • poems

The Lutrinae 
wants to hear 
your voices

Otter Kitchens 
presents GrateFUL for 
YOU and the planet 

Story by Estrella McDaniel

California State University Monterey Bay’s 
(CSUMB) Otters Kitchens hosted an event on 
Wednesday, April 27 to make students more aware 
of the amount of food waste they are generating 
and ways they can reduce it. 

Second-year CSUMB student Evelyn La helped 
with the event. La said students should “just be 
mindful about their food waste because it’s easy 
to just push it to the side, but at the end of the day, 
it does add up, so I would like there to be more 
awareness about it.” 

There were different activities students could do, 
and snacks individuals could eat to help them 
become more educated about food waste. 

Otter Kitchens marketing manager and sustainability 
coordinator, Alexandra Perez explained all of the 
planning and preparation that went into planning the 
event, including gathering all of the materials for take-
home bags. 

“We dove into our waste numbers and our system to 
actually see how much waste we’re currently sitting 
at to make that education point for our waste. We also 
collaborated with Basic Needs to have them receive 
our bags,” she said.

There was hopefully a lot to learn about how to help 
the planet and things attendees were able to take back 
with them before leaving the Dining Commons. 

“The biggest takeaway I would say is to be mindful 
of your waste and ways to reduce your waste,” Perez 
said. “Especially here in the Dining Commons, it’s 
as easy as minding your portions and being sure that 
you can always come back for seconds.” 

Hopefully through this event, Otter Kitchens has 
opened the eyes of staff, faculty, and students to 
make them more mindful about the things they do 
that could contribute to the problem, so from this, we 
can grow and genuinely learn how to help reduce 
food waste. 

Photos by Paloma Ronquillo

Students gathered in the Saratoga Community Center on 
April 27 for the “Paint a Pot” event, hosted by East Campus 
Resident Advisor, (RA) Daniel Sandoval-Barajas. Attendees 
were able to paint their plant pots however they desired and 
plant a succulent in it.

Ferris Crosby paints a pot in the Saratoga Community Center on April 27 during the Paint a Pot event.

East Campus RA Daniel Sandoval-Barajas paints a plant pot during the April 27 Paint a Pot event.
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The Performing 
Otters present CLUE
Story by Maxwelle Tartaglia
Photo by Ferris Crosby

The Performing Otters held their opening night 
performance of their production “CLUE” on Friday 
April 29 at California State University, Monterey Bay 
(CSUMB).

The show was held at the Meeting House on main 
campus, where admission was $5 for those with their 
Otter IDs and $10 for anyone else. 

The Performing Otters showing of the murder mystery 
was directed by CSUMB student, Richard Avelino, 
who described the show as a magical time.

“This was one of the best openers I’ve ever had as an 
actor and as a director,” Avelino said.

Actors in the cast were vibrant in their performances, 
delivering their lines with vigor and confidence. 

While everyone in the cast excelled in their roles, 
one that stood out is the butler Wadsworth, played 
by actor and student Jonah Bernstein. Bernstein was 
captivating in his performance when he was both in 
the spotlight and in the background.

The audience was kept on the edge of their seats, 
never quite sure who the murderer was going to be. 

One student in the audience, Katarina Cerda, placed 
bets with her friends during the show’s intermission. 

“My vote is that the maid did it.” 

The much-anticipated reveal at the end of the show 
left no member of the audience disappointed. 

In the past, The Performing Otters have held their 
performances in the World Theater, however due to 
COVID-19 restrictions, “CLUE” took place at The 
Meeting House. This only served in their favor to 
achieve the mysterious atmosphere on set.

After the turn out for “CLUE,” Avelino is eager for 
The Performing Otters next big performance. Avelino 
did not want to give too much away but said that The 
Performing Otters have “a lot of high hopes in store 
for the next end of the year show.”

“It's just a cool thing to see so many students that I 
have seen on campus walking classroom to classroom 
here in the audience. It was great!” Avelino said.

The Performing Otters have been putting together 
shows for Otter Improv throughout the semester and 
encourage students to attend those if they wish to see 
more!

Upcoming Events

May 3 The CLC will be helping students learn more 
about motivation and setting goals in a workshop led 
by peer coaches, starting at 3 p.m. Register on MyRaft 
or contact the CLC at clc@csumb.edu or 831-582-4101 
to sign up. 

May 5 The MAESTROs project is calling all 
students in classrooms with a co-teacher to pick up 
a little appreciation gift for yourself and a gift to offer 
to your co-teacher for Teacher Appreciation Week. 
Stop by the Building 2 conference room from 3 to 5 
p.m. to pick up a gift. Items are available on a first-
come, first-serve basis. 

May 2-6 For students looking to donate any items 
before move-out day, Student Housing & Residential 
Life will be accepting donations from noon to 3 p.m. 
each day. Check MyRaft to find out what day they will 
be at your housing location.

May 3-4 The Center for Student Success will 
be holding a Zoom meeting from 4-5 p.m., providing 
attendees with tips and tricks to be the best version of 
themselves as a college student. They will be discussing 
various self care tips.  

Motivation and
Goal Setting 

Co-Teacher 
Appreciation 

Move-out
Donation Days 

Self Care

Long Night Against 
Procrastination
May 5 Head to the CLC from 8:30 - 11:30 p.m. for 
a late night student session. Save the date for extra 
tutoring support, prizes and study break crafts 
from the Makerspace. 

Teacher Appreciation 
Day
May 4 The MAESTROs Project is celebrating Teacher 
Appreciation Day by taking the time to appreciate 
students on the path to becoming a future educator. 
From 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. they will be providing coffee and 
bagels while supplies last.

Womxn’s Coastal Ride
May 6 Join Recreation in a free womxn-only 
bike ride along the Coastal Trail. They will be 
leaving at 10 a.m. and ride to the wharf, where they 
will be stopping for a lunch break before riding 
back to campus.

2nd Annual Monterey 
County Youth Summit 
Race to Equity
May 6 The Office of Inclusive Excellence & 
Sustainability will be hosting the second annual summit 
from noon to 1:30 p.m. The event is centered around 
mental health limitations that are acknowledged within 
Black Indigenous Women of Color communities.
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CSUMB cinches early 
game win against CSUDH
Story by Victoria White
Photos by Bryan Chavez

The California State University, Monterey Bay 
(CSUMB) Otters softball team squared up against 
California State University, Dominguez Hill 
(CSUDH) on Saturday, April 30 at 11 a.m. in the 
Otter Sports Complex. 

The Torros started the game off strong, scoring 
in the top of the first inning thanks to Chenoa Au 
(#11), who hit a triple and later scored thanks to her 
teammate Kianna Abellera (#10), who hit a single 
and gave Au the opening to make it home safe.

However, the Otters rallied in the bottom of the first 
inning. Ashley Honorio (#24) hit a single towards the 
shortstop and made it safely to base. Her teammate 
Ivana Perez (#8) reached first base on a fielder's 
choice, allowing Honorio to make it to second base. 

Later, Haylee Clay (#5) singled out to right field, and 
Honorio took the opportunity to make it home and 
add a run to the scoreboard for the Otters. In the next 
play, Alyssa Burt (#35) hit a single out to the right 
side, advancing to first base and allowing Perez (#8) 
to make it safely home and score.

CSUMB continued to further their lead on CSUDH 
throughout the second and third innings. Abby 
Alcayaga (#7) advanced to second base off a wild 
pitch in the bottom of the second inning. Honorio 
hit a single to right-center, and Alcayaga made it to 
home base, scoring for Monterey. 

Perez stepped up to bat again, hit a single out to 
the left-field, and reached first base, with Honorio 
advancing to second base. Ally Alcayaga (#28) 
stepped up to bat next and hit a single out to the left 
side. Honorio took the chance and raced for home 
base, and slid safely home to set the score with 4 runs 
for Monterey and 1 run for Dominguez Hills. 

Otters lose second game 
against Dominguez Hills

Story by Victoria White
Photos by Bryan Chavez

The California State University, Monterey Bay (CSUMB) 
Otters softball team faced off against the California State 
University, Dominguez Hills (CSUDH) Toros as part of their 
two-game series on April 30. 

CSUDH took the lead early into the game, scoring two runs 
in the top of the first inning thanks to Raquel Jaime (#7) and 
Chenoa Au (#11). The Otters tried to rally as they did in the 
11 a.m. game against the Toros, but were unsuccessful. 

Dominguez Hills continued to broaden their lead against 
the Otters throughout the third and seventh innings. At the 
top of the third inning, Kianna Abellera (#10) singled to the 
left side, followed by her teammate Jaime, who hit a double 
down the right field line, allowing Abellera to advance to 
second base. Next up was Claudia L. Valencia (#6), who hit 
a single to the pitcher, allowing Abellera to make it safely 
home and add another run to the scoreboard for the Toros.

The score did not waver throughout the fourth, fifth, and 
sixth innings. Both teams battled back and forth to add runs 
to the scoreboard, but neither emerged from that deadlock 
until the seventh inning, when Dominguez Hills furthered 
their lead on the Otters. Katelyn Sturm (#26) made the play 
of the game and hit a home run down center field, the ball 
just barely missed the glove of the CSUMB field player as it 
sailed over the fence. 

The game's final run was from Haylee Garcia (#9), who was 
able to score after her teammate Jaime fouled out to right 
field. The game's final score was 5-0, with Dominguez Hill 
taking home the win. 

The Otters play next in the CCAA tournament on May 5. For 
more information about game times and travel schedules, 
visit otterathletics.com! 

The next scoring opportunity for the Otters happened 
in the bottom of the third inning. Abby Alcayaga hit 
a double down the third-base line and made it to base. 
Shortly afterward, Jessilyn Barrow (#22) tripled out 
to the right-center, safely sending Alcayaga to home 
base. Going for three hits in a row, Jessica Cross 
(#10) hit a single towards the pitcher, but couldn’t 
make it safely to first base. Barrow made it home 
while Cross ran to the ground.

With the score at 1 run for CSUDH and 6 runs for 
CSUMB, the game ended in a brief stalemate; neither 
team was able to score until Alex Davis (#21) broke 
the deadlock for Dominguez Hills, scoring one final 
time for the Toros at the top of the seventh inning.

After the end of the game, the CSUMB softball 
team took the opportunity to honor and recognize 
their seniors from previous seasons who didn’t have 
the chance to play their final round because of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

For more information about game times and 
travel schedules for the Otter sports teams, visit 
otterathletics.com 

Toros infielder, Amara Labonog (#12), hitting a groundball, in the top of the 3rd inning vs the Otters on April 30.

Otters infielder, Ashley Honorio (#24), up to bat vs the Toros on April 30.
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“Everything Everywhere 
All At Once” is absolutely 
magnetizing
Movie Review

Artist Highlight
Benjamin Mancillas
Story by Bryan Chavez
Photo by Samantha Saldaña
Instagram: @benjamin_mancillas
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/c/BenjaminMancillas

Known for his indie music and funny videos taking place 
in his community, Benjamin Mancillas pushes for his 
audience to never stop being creative. He is a 29-year-old 
musician and content creator from Salinas, Calif. 

“I try to be a part of the community as much as I can. When 
I say community, I mean [Monterey] County. That’s my 
target,” Mancillas said. “I try to promote people to get 
creative. No matter what it is. So many people are creative, 
and they push it to the side and just stop. I live here, you 
know? Might as well be more involved. It doesn't take 
much trying to be a little involved with where you live.”

Mancillas and some of his friends started making these 
videos of them at different community events and places, 
interviewing people in a joking manner. He does this to get 
a laugh out of the people he interviews and his viewers in 
hopes that he brightens their day.

Mancillas explained he has been making these videos over 
the past couple of months, due to current events. “I noticed 
that with everything going on with COVID, Ukraine, and 
Russia, people watch the news and get anxiety and a lot 
of people struggle with anxiety or depression. I’m hecka 
goofy, dude. I’m a spaz sometimes.”

In addition to his videos, Mancillas started his creative 
endeavors with music. Starting with just a ukulele at age 26, 
he has created two albums over the course of three years. 

“I have an album out called ‘Strangely Poetic.’ It’s the 
album I’m most proud of. The first album I made felt 
mechanical, and I didn’t have any emotional attachment 
to it,” he explained. “When I made ‘Strangely Poetic,’ I 
took my time, and it was right when COVID was starting. 
Every song, even if it’s just an instrumental, I have specific 
memories when I was writing them.”

He was also featured in a photo series curated by 
California State University, Monterey Bay Visual 
and Public Arts senior Samantha Saldaña that was 
displayed in the Otter Student Union in March 2022. 

“She decided to do this whole cowboy, sad clown 
theme. It’s funny. I haven’t told her this - I felt that’s 

a funny way of seeing me because my music is 
emotional and serious, but my personality [is] funny, 
so it’s like sometimes, I feel like a sad clown.”

Mancillas will be performing at the XL Public House 
in Salinas on May 14, and at LVL Uproad in San Jose 
on June 3. 

Story and screenshot by Malia Savella

"A story about the multiverse that explores 
generational trauma and is set in an IRS office" 
reads like the world's worst comedy-improv prompt. 
In actuality, it's the premise behind “Everything 
Everywhere All At Once,” (EEAAO) A24's latest 
sci-fi adventure film. Directed by Daniel Kwan and 
Daniel Scheinert (the team behind Swiss Army Man), 

“EEAAO” opened in theaters on March 30, and has 
gained notoriety for its masterful chaos. 

Evelyn Wang (played by Michelle Yeoh) is a middle-
aged Chinese immigrant woman suffocating under 
the weight of her failing laundromat business, the 
growing divide separating her from her husband (Ke 
Huy Quan) and daughter (Stephanie Tsu), and the 
glaring disappointment of her father (James Hong). 

While filing taxes, she is suddenly visited by a familiar 
face that claims that she is the only one capable of 
saving the multiverse. Almost instantaneously, she 
transforms into a warrior that can channel the abilities 
of her many alternate selves. As she blows through 
opponents and hones her powers, she is challenged 
to confront the state of her relationships in order to 
defeat a nihilistic force lording over the multiverse. 

“EEAAO” is many things "all at once", such as a 
speculative commentary on technology, a romance 
spanning lifetimes, and a love letter to ‘80s martial 
arts movies. The film accomplishes everything it sets 
out to do by following one rule: to never take itself 
completely seriously. Scenes that peer into Yeoh's 
emotional depth are often spliced between (or occur 
during) moments of comedic brevity, the likes of 
which reference hot dog fingers, “Ratatouille,” and a 
gravely-significant everything bagel. Similarly, even 
the movie’s most absurd moments carry weight: 

look out for a scene about two rocks that will rip 
your heart out. In a sea of sober releases like “The 
Batman,” “EEAAO” offers viewers the chance to 
have fun.

While it jumps between genres, “EEAAO” is 
grounded in its relatable thematic focus. Wang's 
struggles with family conflict and regret saturate 
the film at every turn, until her interpersonal issues 
become indistinguishable from the crumbling 
multiverse around her. In addition, her related 
identities as a woman, an immigrant, and as 
a Chinese person are treated as integral to her 
transformation into a hero - Hollywood has been 
waiting for a sci-fi protagonist like her. 

The family dynamic delivered by Yeoh, Quan, 
and Tse’s all-too-relatable performances to first-
generation and Asian American viewers, makes the 
film’s busy world seem within reach. Those coming 
into “EEAAO” expecting to be whisked away will 
be pleased to return to these present realities and find 
magic in them. 

“EEAAO” is impossible to pin down and impossible 
to forget. Laugh-out-loud moments come just as 
often as teary ones. It’s now streaming on Prime 
Video; experience it for yourself. 

A creative portrait of Benjamin Mancillas, styled by VPA student Samantha Saldaña.



thelutrinae.com

7

05.02.22

Columns
2000s classic returns 
to the modern age: 
Nintendo Switch Sports

8-Bit
Story and screenshots by Arianna Nalbach
Illustration by Malia Savella

When Nintendo announced “Switch Sports,” it was 
like being transported back to 2006, when “Wii 
Sports” was released and became the best-selling 
game for the title system. The Switch rendition of the 
cult classic was released on April 29.

“Nintendo Switch Sports” feels very similar to 
the original “Wii Sports,” with updated graphics 
and an improved motion-capture system from the 
Wii. Playing with friends or family will bring back 
that nostalgic feeling from “Wii Sports” almost 
instantaneously. 

Similar to “Wii Sports,” “Nintendo Switch Sports” 
is best played with other people in the same room. 
While players with an online subscription will have 
the option to play in online matches with people 
across the world, it doesn’t capture the same chaotic 
yet nostalgic mess of playing with friends or family 
in real life.

Players have six different games, a mix of returning 
sports from the Wii title and new ones exclusive to 
the Switch. Players will recognize bowling, tennis, 
and chambara sword fighting from the Wii title. 
However, “Switch Sports” also introduced volleyball, 
badminton, and soccer.

During the February Nintendo Direct, when they 
announced the newest addition to the “Wii Sports” 
series, they also revealed there would be a free update 
this fall, adding golf to the sports lineup. 

Hopefully, Nintendo will continue to add new sports 
to the game, but there is nothing to confirm further 
updates, free or paid, at this time. 

For the games currently available, chambara is still 
the chaotic experience it was in 2006 and brought 
back the nostalgia of playing “Wii Sports” with 
family and friends. Nintendo has updated the game 
with two new sword types for players to choose 
from. You can still opt for the standard sword and 
play a classic chambara match. “Switch Sports” also 
offers the option to dual wield with two swords or 
use a charged sword that hits heavier attacks after 
successfully blocking your opponent's attack. 

The new game that stole the show, though, is 
volleyball. The controls are intuitive, and it is far 
more in-depth with different gameplay mechanics 
than some of the other sports available. Going up in a 
two-on-two match with a friend against AI is intense, 
and the “Powerhouse” difficulty did not disappoint. 
The AI is intuitive and was a great opponent to go up 
against. 

This was a refreshing change from some of 
Nintendo's other titles, with AI opponents not 
being a challenge. The Normal difficulty is perfect 
for younger players or people playing with family 
because it offers the most flexibility and leeway with 
the motion controls. The Strong and Powerhouse 
difficulty levels are great for people up to the 
challenge. 

The Strong difficulty mode is less forgiving with the 
motion controls, and AI opponents are smarter and 
more challenging to go up against than the Normal 
ones. The Powerhouse difficulty lives up to its name - 
the AI opponents are ruthless and it feels like you are 
playing against real people. They will react faster and 
are highly intuitive.

“Nintendo Switch Sports” definitely doesn’t 
disappoint and is a refreshing blast to the past with 
new-and-improved motion controls. Retailing 
for only $39.99 for a digital copy, or $49.99 for a 
physical copy, which will come with a leg strap 
accessory (also available for purchase separately at 
$9.99), “Nintendo Switch Sports” is worth picking up.

Like the original Wii title, “Nintendo Switch Sport” 
offers fun for the whole family and will be perfect to 
take out at the next family gathering or holiday.
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rteupmoc ensophadeh

lelc neohp thooteulb

niosivelet optalp

ipchcromic ardobrethom

sslerewi robto

Can you unscramble these 
technology-related words to 
reveal their true meaning?

Answers:

computer, 
headphones, cell 
phone, bluetooth, 
television, laptop, 

microchip, 
motherboard, 

wireless, robot 

What are some things 
you like to do to de-stress 
during finals week?
Otter Chatter by Estrella McDaniel

Karina Leyva
Mathematics
Third-Year

“To de-stress during finals week I 
typically like to watch one of the many 
shows I’m watching at the moment.” 

“I would say knitting, and playing my 
ukulele, that helps with de-stressing. 
Also working out.” 

Riley Romero
Liberal Studies
Fourth-year

“Some things I like to do to de-stress during 
finals week is take time to myself - like go to 
the beach.” 

Brooke Greer
Marine Science
Third-year


