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Driscoll’s analysts 
discuss berry business 

Story by Daniel Gallo
Illustration by Malia Savella

Transportation planning analyst Lupe Lara-
Fernández and procurement analyst Greg O'Hara 
joined the Agribusiness Club virtual guest speaker 
series to share their experiences working for the 
berry company Driscoll's on April 12. 

Lara-Fernández and O'Hara both received their 
bachelor's degrees in business administration with 
an agribusiness concentration at California State 
University, Monterey Bay (CSUMB). 

The CSUMB graduates walked students through 
industry opportunities and establishment operations.

Driscoll's is the top berry business globally.  The 
company was founded in the 1950s and has been 
delivering sweeter and higher quality strawberries, 
blackberries, blueberries, and raspberries from the 
start.  

Lara-Fernández examines temperature control, truck 
transportation, and collaboration with retailers like 
Costco and Walmart. 

Planning the loading process is 50% of the business. 
Managing product delivery and route mapping to 
regions in the United States, Canada, and Mexico is 
a core responsibility for Lara-Fernández. 

Applications are open, and Lara-Fernández 
recommends Driscoll's internship program for 
students looking to find a career in the industry. 

O'Hara directed the second half of the presentation, 
walking attendees through his role in packaging, 
managing, and maintaining the product. 

Procurement analysis is a data-driven job, and 
supporting Driscoll's direct materials team involves 
reviewing information and providing valuable 
statistics. 

O'Hara credits independent family farms and 
selective breeding with supporting Driscoll's success 
in minimizing water usage and avoiding genetic 
modification. 

"Our growers take every opportunity to work with 
nature," O'Hara said. "Using the minimum amount of 
agricultural inputs." 

The company emphasizes blackberry sweetness in the 
distribution process, contrasting with ordinary berries' 
tart and sour taste. That unique flavor is a defining 
characteristic of Driscoll's products. 

Long-term grower partnerships make this company 
unique. O'Hara calls it a symbiotic relationship, 
benefiting both independent workers and the business. 

Because Driscoll's can rely on farmers for production, 
they can allocate resources toward research that 
enhances product appearance and taste, aiding the 
establishment in thriving against competitors.

Lara-Fernández and O'Hara concluded the discussion 
by reminding students to update their resumes, 
research relevant internship positions, and attend 
events to network within the industry. 

For more on the world of agribusiness, join the club 
and Hospitality Director Paige Viren for the next 
addition in the virtual guest speaker series on April 
26.  
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Otter donate blood 
to the American 
Red Cross

Story by Arianna Nalbach
Photos courtesy of Fernando Beltran

The newly elected Associated Student (AS) 
government was invited to speak at the Community 
Journalism class on April 15 at California State 
University, Monterey Bay. In a panel discussion set 
up, the class asked the AS government about their 
positions, plans for the upcoming academic year, 
and challenges they have faced during their time in 
student government. 

All of the new student leaders shared similar opinions 
on why they chose to pursue student government. 
Each of them wanted to help students and ensure 
every voice was heard.

Jonathan Semillo, the 2022-2023 vice president of 
internal affairs, said, “It gave me a chance to see 
matters on campus going unheard and make sure they 
are heard.” 

The new college of science senator, Peyton Huck, 
explained she had gone to a private school and 
noticed student voices going unnoticed. “I went to 
a private school, and I didn’t really stand with their 
values,” she said. “I always wanted to be a voice for 
the students.” 

Throughout her time in AS, the new vice president 
of university affairs, Diane Ruiz, explained she had 
learned a lot about teamwork and working with 
different people. 

Community Journalism 
hosts new AS government

“Teamwork is something you have to be used to,” 
Ruiz said. “It's something you have to foster in a 
sense. [You have to] have an open mindset and an 
open heart. Only in uncomfortable settings are you 
allowed to be able to grow.”

The conversation later diverged into questioning the 
new student government's plans for the upcoming 
year. 

Semillo stressed the importance of hiring new staff 
members to join the 2022-2023 student government. 
Going into the position of vice president of internal 
affairs, he explained this was his main priority for the 
new year. 

Students looking to get involved in student 
government can apply by April 18 for the open 
positions. Students can see the open positions and get 
the Google Form to apply at https://csumb.edu/as/  

Another priority the team expressed was improving 
community engagement, especially as the campus 
community finds a new sense of normality after the 
Covid-19 pandemic. 

“One of the challenges we all have is community 
engagement,” said the new Basic Needs Senator, 
Jewelia Fletcher. “We want everyone to have the best 
experience possible.” 

The new AS president, David Ledesma, expanded a 
bit, speaking on wanting to build and strengthen the 
connections throughout the campus.

“The way that I envision it is to repave the 
connections between the colleges. I want to focus 
on advocacy throughout all of our divisions,” said 
Ledesma. “I want us to make stances on those key 
issues.” 

Huck also stressed the importance of making sure 
all opinions are accounted for. She explained she 
finds many student issues off of MyRaft and brings 
them up in their weekly senate meetings. However, 
these meetings are open to everyone, and the AS 
government encouraged students to come in and 
share their voices. 

Students can find the Zoom link for these meetings 
on the AS website. The meetings take place every 
Monday from 12:15 to 2 p.m. 

The central theme that the new student government 
seemed to share was re-building life on campus, 
bringing back old traditions before the pandemic, and 
starting new ones.

“Last year, we were just fighting to be responsive 
during COVID times,” Ledesma said. “This year, 
we’re just trying to adjust. Next year, I want us to 
flourish and grow.”

Story by Estrella McDaniel

The American Red Cross had a blood drive located in 
the old Student Union at California State University of 
Monterey Bay (CSUMB) led by Gary Rodruguez on 
Wednesday, April 13. Individuals could visit the old 
Student Union to donate their blood. 

Third-year Associated Students College of Science 
Senator Peyton Huck was helping host the event. Huck 
said the desired outcome of this event is “to bring more 
awareness, as I last heard the American Red Cross 
always needs blood.” 

Students are a significant population the Red Cross 
looks for, due to them not needing to find parking, 
making it more convenient for everyone. There’s 
always an abundance of people coming from 
outside the campus, which is good, but it tends to be 
challenging due to parking. 

“Joanna who is my pro staff for associated students in 
student government, when I first started, she was the one 
who was like, hey they do Red Cross get involved in it, so 
that’s how I got into this,” Huck said.

The blood drive was a great success overall, thanks to the 
students and community members who came to donate 
blood. The American Red Cross benefits greatly from 
blood drive outcomes like these.  

Jewelia Fletcher answers a student's question during the April 15 Community Journalism class panel.
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Students speak out 
at SlutWalk

Otters tidy up resumes
Story by Maxwelle Tartaglia
Illustration by Malia Savella

California State University, Monterey Bay held an event 
via Zoom for students to learn some tips and tricks on 
how to improve their resumes on Tuesday, April 12. 

The workshop was hosted by the Transfer Student 
Success Center in collaboration with Career Services. 

Career advisor Teresa Martinez from the Career 
Development Center led the workshop, sharing her 
advice and services available to students who are 
preparing professional resumes.

Martinez began by opening the workshop to the 
attendees. She asked the students about their major 
concerns with their resumes and answered each question 
individually. 

In the second portion of the workshop, Martinez gave 
a presentation on each section of a resume and detailed 
how information should be structured through multiple 
examples. 

Martinez explained when titling a resume, the person’s 
name should be large, in 16-22 size font and bold. It 
should be center-aligned on the page. Address, email and 
phone number can be in a smaller 12-point font and can 
be abbreviated as “hm” and “cell” to take up less space.

Martinez emphasized the importance of using action 
verbs when describing one’s experience in a resume. 
Some examples of action verbs she mentioned are 

“facilitated,” “assisted,” and “managed.”

Including a LinkedIn profile can also be a plus if it is 
appropriate. 

The order that someone lists the sections in a resume 
mostly depends on their major. Martinez advised STEM 
majors to lead with the skills section, but in most cases 
education comes next. 

The education section should go after the header. It is 
important to only list places where you have received a 
degree or are currently attending. Martinez also stressed 
students should never include their GPA unless it is 
specifically asked of them.

Experience should follow your education. This section is 
the most important part of your resume as it is where you 
list your prior work experience that suits the position you 
are applying for. 

Martinez uses a three-step formula to get the best bullet 
point descriptions when writing experience descriptions: 
Action verb + what you did = results/purpose. 

Martinez advised students to use a strong action verb to 
describe what they did at their previous job and explain 
the results or their purpose. 

One example using Martinez’s formula is: “facilitated 
shipments which resulted in a 200% increase in 
production.”

In most cases, Martinez advised following the education 
section with the skills section. This is where students can 
list all their technical and soft skills.

Martinez advised students to conclude with a reference 
page, where they can list their professional (supervisors, 
teachers, professors) and personal (colleagues, TAs) 
references. Most reference pages ask for three to four 
people, but Martinez suggests being prepared to list six to 
eight references. 

For students interested in scheduling a one-on-one 
appointment with Martinez to work on their resume, 
consider reaching out to the Career Development Center 
at https://csumb.edu/career/book-advising-appointment-
today/ 

Story by Ferris Crosby
Photos by Bryan Chavez

California State University, Monterey Bay’s Associated 
Students hosted the annual SlutWalk on April 13. The 
event had booths full of artists, safety gear, and resources 
from the local community shelter. 

The SlutWalk aims to give students a platform to learn 
and speak out against sexual assault. 

Students were invited to create signs before listening to 
guest speakers on sexual trafficking, poetry, and how we 
can help be part of the solution. The event culminated in 
a march around campus, with student-led chants. 

Associated Students has a few more events planned for 
Sexual Assault Awareness Month, head to MyRaft or 
their Instagram, @as_csumb, to learn more. 

Top and Bottom Pictures -  President of Wildlife Conservation Society, Dani Anderson (left), and Annika Johnston (right), creating and 
presenting their poster for the SlutWalk on April 13. 

Diane Ruiz speaks about Sexual Assault Awareness Month at the 
April 13 SlutWalk.
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CSUMB softball head coach 
celebrates tournament 
victory & 500th win

Story by Daniel Gallo
Illustration by Malia Savella

California State University, Monterey Bay (CSUMB) 
head softball coach Andrea Kenney and her team 
dominated the competitive Tournament of Champions 
with a (5-0) record, concluding on April 3. 

Kenney reached her 500th win that weekend, a 
milestone she credits to the talented athletes she's 
worked with over the years. Winning the tournament 
was the real victory, and more valuable than a number 
to Kenney. 

Captains Alyssa Burt (#35), Cassie Gasper (#13), 
Ivana Perez (#8), and Madi Avery (#55) believe in 
Kenney's teachings in the same way the team buys 
into their leadership, connecting the program through 
high standards and a desire to succeed.

Kenney recognizes the benefit of collaboration, from 
involving experts in sports psychology to leadership 
council meetings. These resources have enhanced 
their performance. 

The support of CSUMB's track and field coach Greg 
Rhines is a pivotal part of the team's Fall conditioning. 
Kenney employs his help and training expertise to 
build stronger runners. 

"In my career, I've taken advantage of all these great 
minds on campus," Kenney said. "Not thinking that I 
can do it all alone." 

This 2022 team plays for each other, a selfless and 
supportive bench with different players stepping up 
every week. 

Six first-year students are starting on the roster this 
season, and there's a lot of room for growth as these 
athletes expand their experience. 

Kenney loves this team, saying she'll coach forever 
if teams continue to work as hard as this - a well-
behaved and cooperative group of young competitors.  

Otters beat Stanislaus 
State Warriors 

Story and photos by Bryan Chavez

The California State University, Monterey Bay (CSUMB) 
Otters went up against the Stanislaus State Warriors in the 
third part of a four-game series on Saturday, April 16. 

The game had a somewhat slow start, but by the bottom of 
the third inning when the Otters jumped to the lead with 
two runs. 

By the top of the sixth inning, the game was tied 4-4 after 
Stanislaus came through with a three-run play. CSUMB’s 
Alyssa Burt (#35) rallied for the Otters with a two-run 
triple-deep into right field with two outs on the board, 
followed by Jensen Main (#6) finishing off the inning with 
a seventh run. 

The inning was followed by a scoreless seventh from 
Stanislaus, ending the game early with a final score of 4-7, 
favoring the Otters. 

Adversity has been a regular aspect of the season. 
There have been concussions, fractured wrists, 
Gasper dislocated her knee running bases, and even 
Kenney encountered physical damage, suffering a 
broken hand caused by a hit from an incoming ball. 

These injuries have not affected the team's success 
because they believe in their bench, using these 
challenges as fuel to continue pushing forward. 

Gasper is a top pitcher for the Otters, and her knee 
injury has kept her off the field, but freshman Kassidy 
Stetler (#23) is filling that gap, stepping in with 
confidence, delivering multiple strikeouts this year. 

Kenney is proud of these women, their dedication to 
the sport, and the program's mission. This game is 
about family.

The Otters face off against Cal State San Marcos on 
Friday, April 22. 

Otters's infielder, Abby Alcayaga (#7), swinging at a pitch in the bottom of the 5th inning vs the Warriors on April 16. 
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For upcoming gamesFor upcoming games
buy your tickets ahead of time on thebuy your tickets ahead of time on the

Hometown Fan AppHometown Fan App

Women's Water Polo
April 15 @ Cal State East Bay
L 18-8

Game Results

Women's Golf
April 11-13 @ CCAA Championships
4th Place out of 6 teams

Baseball
April 14 @ Cal State Dominguez Hills (Game 1)
W 6 - 3

April 15 @ Cal State Dominguez Hills (Game 2)
L 6 - 1

April 15 @ Cal State Dominguez Hills (Game 3)
W 9 - 4

April 16 @ Cal State Dominguez Hills (Game 4)
W 11-1

Men's Golf
April 11-13 @ CCAA Championships
6th Place out of 8 teams

Softball
April 15 vs Stanislaus State (Game 1)
L 6 - 2 (11 innings)

April 15 vs Stanislaus State (Game 2)
L 4 - 1

April 16 vs Stanislaus State (Game 3)
W 7 - 4

April 16 vs Stanislaus State (Game 4)
L 7 - 3
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Cat Cafe Manager 
is cute but needs 
some improvements
8-Bit
Story and screenshots by Arianna Nalbach
Illustration by Malia Savella

“Cat Cafe Manager” is an indie cafe management game 
developed by Roost Games, released on April 14 to 
Windows computers and the Nintendo Switch. In the 
game, you travel to the village Caterwaul Way to rebuild 
your grandmother’s cat cafe.

The gameplay feels pretty casual and doesn’t get as 
stressful as other management games. Most of the focus 
lies in decorating your cafe, building relationships with 
regular customers, adopting stray cats into the cafe, and 
eventually adopt out to the Caterwaul community. 

The game has a cute art style and is one of the best 
aspects of “Cat Cafe Manager.” The regular customers 
are designed well, and the cats are adorable. The other 
customers are pretty similar looking, wearing the same 
outfits with different hair and skin colors. 

There are seven different types of customers that can 
visit your cafe. Each type of customer will pay with a 
specific type of material, which can be used to purchase 
new furniture, recipes, or things for your cats. If you 
are low on a particular material, you can set the cafe to 
advertise for the customers who will pay in that material.

This can make “Cat Cafe Manager” feel a bit grindy 
at times, as you are waiting to get enough materials to 
purchase new things to improve your cafe or get the 
ingredients for a new recipe. 

While it has repetitive aspects, “Cat Cafe Manager” 
doesn’t get overwhelming and remains pretty relaxing, 
unlike some other management games.

You can also hire more staff to help run your cafe; 
however, there are still tasks only the player can 
complete, such as tending to the cats, cleaning up messes, 
or fixing broken appliances. 

Once you build up more staff, the game becomes more 
hands-off and could benefit from a button allowing time 
to speed up. 

Some aspects of “Cat Cafe Manager” don’t function as 
one would expect. Some of the user interface (UI) and 
menuing are very clunky and hard to figure out. For 
example, when placing items or building out your cafe, 
you have to right-click the mouse instead of pressing 
the escape key to exit out of whatever thing, flooring, or 
wall you were on.

This isn’t explained and isn't a traditional UI, which 
leads to some confusion while playing. “Cat Cafe 
Manager” could also benefit from being a point-and-
click game on PC, rather than needing to use the 
keyboard to move around. 

Some menus can also be challenging to read due to the 
font having letters too close together. There are also a 
few spots with typos.

Additionally, some players have noted in Steam reviews 
that they are encountering frequent crashes or other bugs 
impacting the gameplay. Customers will also come in 
and order things that aren’t currently on your menu or 
that you are unable to make.

“Cat Cafe Manager” is a cute game, but as it stands, it 
could use some UI improvements and general bug fixes 
before being worth buying at the full price. “Cat Cafe 
Manager” is on sale for $15.99 as a special launch 
deal until April 21. Once the sale ends, it will retail for 
$19.99. 

If you are interested in picking it up, be sure to grab it on 
sale or wait until the developers roll out some bug fixes.
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X: the best horror 
movie of 2022 so far?
Story by Bryan Chavez

The 1970s were a great time for horror movies as filmmakers started to push the 
boundaries of what can be shown in a film - from gore to taboo topics like sex and 
drugs. Thus, the grindhouse and exploitation genre gave us classics such as “The 
Texas Chainsaw Massacre,” “Suspiria,” and “I Spit On Your Grave.” 

Ti West’s “X” is a homage to the genre and time period where it all started. The 
movie follows a group of filmmakers staying on a farm in rural Texas to shoot a 
porno, but something is off about the strictly conservative elderly couple who owns 
the farm, and the group finds themselves fighting for their lives. 

The cast includes musician Kid Cudi, Mia Goth, Brittany Snow, Owen Campell, 
Stephen Ure, and Jenna Ortega, returning to the silver screen in her role as the 
film’s scream queen. Ortega has most recently been seen in other horror titles like 

“Scream 5” and “Studio 666,”  just to name a few. Her casting choice as Lorraine, 
the stereotypical innocent girl of the group, is both perfect and surprising given 
her character’s development as a friendly, entirely Christian girl who progressively 
becomes more fascinated by the group's nature towards sex and porn. 

Movie Review

Being a movie about sex and violence, the film doesn’t shy away from talking about 
taboo topics such as the enjoyment of casual sex and going against society’s values 
on sex and relationships. Even if seen as socially unacceptable, in the face of death, 
it’s better to do what truly makes you happy than live unhappily off the values 
of others, which seems to be the film's underlying message - a message that was 
relevant back in the 70s and still holds up pretty well today. 

But the real fun stuff about this movie is the violence and scares. It has been a 
while since a film has felt truly scary. “X” seemingly managed to successfully pull 
every sort of scare tactic in horror from start to finish, from jump scares, to the gore 
effects, to visuals and the establishment of an uneasy atmosphere. In terms of style, 
the film bears a resemblance to iconic horror movies such as “The Texas Chainsaw 
Massacre,” “Psycho,” “Friday the 13th,” “The Shining,” and “Alligator.” “X” also 
uses elements from other well-known period dramas like Hardcore and Boogie 
Nights, and pornographic films from the ‘70s, including “Debbie Does Dallas,” and 
Andy Warhol’s “Blue Movie.” 

A24’s “X” has a little something to disturb everyone to their core. Even the editing 
style feels very ‘70s inspired and is as trippy as it is scary. Scenes that don’t have a 
lot going on at surface level still feel tense, making for a good build-up. This movie 
should be seen in theaters while it still can.  

Artist Highlight

GOSH: a look into 
Monterey's hardcore scene

Story and photos by Bryan Chavez
Instagram: @goshtheband 

Local punk/metal rock band GOSH is taking part in the 
growing new wave of hardcore music around Monterey 
County. The band members include guitarist and vocalist 
Ethan Dennerle, bassist Maya Durham, and drummer 
and vocalist Jayden Bocaling.  

Bocaling, a fourth-year music major at California State 
University, Monterey Bay (CSUMB), believes “the 
music scene in Monterey is hard to come by as a young 
person seeking the more aggressive. There's so much 
presented with jazz and stuff, but you go up the road to 
Santa Cruz, and there’s a very, very, very active scene 
there. I think it's starting to bleed slowly down the 
peninsula into Monterey, and I think eventually it’ll start 
buddinging into a flower - like Santa Cruz has.”

The band’s mission is freedom, doing what they love, 
saying what they believe in, and staying true to it no 
matter what. Their music is a unique blend of hardcore 
with bits from other genres. The group takes ownership 
of this fact. 

“A lot of hardcore music can come off as inherently 
derivative because the tropes are so hard not to utilize 
because they’re so good,” Bocaling explained. “We’ve 
taken hardcore and said, ‘this is our bass, and we can 
do whatever we want to it.’ We’re not afraid to venture 
out into different genres and attempt to make a fusion of 
them. Having no fear towards our influences and what 
makes us inspired because as much as we love hardcore, 
we love music. Putting music outside of hardcore with 
hardcore is something that makes us special.”

This shows in songs like ‘Graveyard’ where they have a 
hip hop influence or ‘That,’ which is heavily inspired by 
Black Sabbath and leans more into metal. 

The group's original name was New Ritual but was later 
changed to GOSH to feel less severe. 

“It's just a fun name,” Dennerle said. “The first name 
was just so serious and honestly sounds like a dad band 
that you’d find at a dive bar in the city. It wasn’t a good 
name. When [Bocaling] said GOSH, I was holding back 
on asking him about it because he wanted it for his side 
project, but eventually, we [needed] a new name.” 

The group has a new album in the works set to release 
in the summer and will be performing at CSUMB’s 
EarthFest on Friday, April 22, at 3:30 p.m. 

GOSH drummer and vocalist Jayden Boca practices one of their songs in the Music Hall.

GOSH guitarist and vocalist Ethan Dennerle practice in the 
Music Hall.

GOSH bassist Maya Durham practices in the Music Hall.
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Can you unscramble these 
Easter-related words to reveal 
their true meaning?

Answers:

eggs, bunny, pastels, 
green, chocolate, 

decorating, basket, 
spring, Sunday, pink

What is your favorite 
Easter tradition?
Otter Chatter by Estrella McDaniel

Gisselle Marquez
Kinesiology
Fourth-Year

“My favorite tradition is preparing the 
eggs for the Easter egg hunt because as 
a little kid, I loved it when we would go 
outside and try to find them ourselves.” 

“I don’t really celebrate Easter, but my 
family likes to sit down all together 
and have dinner, which I would say is 
my favorite part because everyone 
has such different schedules. It’s nice 
for us all to be able to be with and talk 
with one another.” 

Bianca Medina
Psychology
Third-year

“I really like painting Easter eggs with my 
parents! It’s my favorite because they make 
fun of my horrible drawings.”

Ege Bayraktar
Molecular Biology 
Fourth-year


