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Plan your next trip 
to the Monterey Bay 
Aquarium

Story and photo by Arianna Nalbach

The Monterey Bay Aquarium is regarded as one of 
the best aquariums in the world. One of the perks 
of going to school at California State University, 
Monterey Bay (CSUMB) is getting free tickets to the 
beloved aquarium. 

With a brand new exhibit opening to the public on 
April 9 and the school year coming to an end, it is the 
perfect time to plan a trip to the aquarium, especially 
for students who haven’t used their free tickets yet.

CSUMB students can pick up their free aquarium 
tickets at the Otter Student Union. 

Those with memberships to the aquarium were able 
to get a sneak peek of the exhibit, with member 
previews starting on April 2. 

On March 29, the Monterey Bay Aquarium hosted 
a livestream on Instagram and TikTok, giving 
viewers a sneak peek into their new exhibit: Into the 
Deep. After their Instagram and TikTok livestreams 
concluded, Pat Webster and Emily Simpson headed 
over to the aquarium’s Discord server to give a 
further look into the upcoming exhibit. 

During the peak of the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
Monterey Bay Aquarium was fully shut down. 
After reopening to all guests on May 15, 2021, the 
aquarium has been changing their COVID protocols 
in accordance with the state. 

Previously, people could only visit the aquarium 
by reserving tickets ahead of time online. Now, 
members will be able to visit the aquarium at any 
time, without making reservations. Members just 
need to provide an ID and proof of vaccination to 
enter the aquarium. 

Non-members will still need to reserve tickets in 
advance, as the aquarium is not selling tickets at the 
door. 

With the Into the Deep exhibit on the horizon, 
there will be so much more to do at the aquarium. 
Especially for people who may not have been to the 
aquarium before, having a few tips to plan around 
can be handy. Here are five tips to make the most out 
of your day at the aquarium. 

1. Bring snacks from home

There is a cafe in the aquarium, but bringing a snack 
or two from home is great for if you get hungry far 
away from the cafe. Make sure to throw away the 
trash or recycling in the appropriate places. 

2. Grab a map 

The Monterey Bay Aquarium is huge and has a ton 
of exhibits to see. To help keep you from getting lost 
and make sure you see all of the exhibits you want to, 
grab a map from the information kiosk located to the 
right when first entering the aquarium.

3. Go to interactive exhibits 

There are a few exhibits with interactive aspects to 
them, such as a bat ray touch pool or the Seafood 
Watch installment, which teaches people about the 
effects of their dining choices.

4. Talk to the employees 

The aquarium employees always have fun facts about 
the exhibits or animals in them - make sure to talk to 
them, and you might learn something new. 

5. Take the behind-the-scenes tour

For an additional $20, you can get a behind-the-
scenes tour, which shows off a whole new aspect 
to the aquarium. You can sign up for the tour at the 
membership kiosk, located to the left of the entrance. 

For more information about the aquarium, to become 
a member or reserve a ticket, head to https://www.
montereybayaquarium.org/. The Monterey Bay 
Aquarium is also on Instagram, Twitter, Facebook, 
Tumblr YouTube, Twitch and TikTok - you can find 
them at @montereybayaquarium across all their 
socials, or @MontereyAq on Twitter and TikTok. 

The two-story Kelp Forest is one of the tallest aquarium exhibits in the world. Head to the left after entering 
the aquarium to check it out or you can tune in to a live-cam feed of the exhibit virtually from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.
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AS elections 
come to a close

Story by Estrella McDaniel
Photo courtesy of steveriot1 on pixabay 

On the afternoon of Friday, March 25, California State 
University, Monterey Bay held an event via Zoom to 
explore how to create a lesson plan for future teachers 
and anyone else interested. 

The event started with co-host Erin Ramirez introducing 
herself and then putting individuals into breakout rooms 
to introduce themselves to each other and go over 

“what [they] know, what [they] want to know, and what 
[they’ve] learned” about lesson planning. 

After the breakout rooms, students went back to the 
main Zoom session, and Ramirez started to discuss her 
PowerPoint, where she had a more profound presentation 
on lesson planning and how to do it effectively. 

She explained, a good lesson plan starts with motivation, 
which will lead you to set the stage. “The motivation 
activities will provide a necessary plan toward a basic 
understanding of the content/skills involved in the lesson 
plan,” said Ramirez. 

While presenting, Ramirez also did things to get everyone 
involved in the discussion - like asking questions and 
having the students answer them in the chat. 

Students learn 
lesson planning

An example of this was the question of “what makes a 
good lesson?” Some of the attendees' answers included 
making it hands-on and engaging, providing solid 
information, and allowing the educator to see what’s 
next.

Ramirez explained there are five components to a 
lesson plan; these consist of your profile, objectives, 
materials/equipment, procedure, and assessment. 

This workshop was hopefully a great way to learn 
some new tips on creating a great lesson plan and 
overall help future teachers in their careers.

Ramirez hoped to open students's eyes and help them 
learn there will always be steps to success, and in 
learning how to do something, the more you look into 
it, the more you’ll know. 

Story by Arianna Nalbach
Illustration by Malia Savella

The Associated Students (AS) elections concluded on 
March 22. After a few days of anticipation waiting 
to find out who the 2022 - 2023 AS officers were, the 
results were released on Friday, March 25.

David Ledesma will be representing the school as 
AS president, with Daine Ruiz as the vice president 
of university affairs and Jonathan Semillo as the vice 
president of internal affairs.  

Joining them, Peyton Huck will be the 2022 - 2023 
College of Science senator and Jewelia Fletcher will 
be the next year’s Basic Needs senator. 

The comments of the Instagram post announcing the 
election results were filled with congratulations to all 
of the new AS government members.

 The Lutrinae would also like to extend our 
congratulations to the 2022 - 2023 AS board. 

For more information on students affairs, students can 
follow AS on Instagram at @as_csumb. 

Want to showcase your work in 

the student newspaper? Email 

analbach@csumb.edu to 

have your work considered 

for our next issue.

We love to see your:
illustrations • short stories • poems

The Lutrinae 
wants to hear 
your voices

David Ledesma will be the 2022 - 2023 Associated Students president.
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Otter Kitchens discuss 
dining services  
Story by Daniel Gallo 
Illustration by Malia Savella

The Dining Service Committee met virtually to 
discuss retail and eatery updates on March 24. 

Hosted by Otter Kitchen's Marketing Manager 
Alexandra Perez, the presentation highlighted menu 
enhancements, from a new Asian salad at Bok 
Choy to more milkshake flavors at Burger 831. 

Gluten-free and dairy-free pizzas are in 
development at the Dining Commons (DC) Cucina 
station, and the addition of  “DC Discount Days” is 
also in the works. 

Perez addressed Otter Express's (OE) retail 
shortages, announcing the team's decision to 
increase purchasing. Future incorporations at 
the OE include hot wrap options and a sandwich 
variety special. 

Ghost Kitchen has further expansions planned, 
with menu updates arriving after Spring Break. 

Check out the Slide Into Sliders event at The 
Dining Commons, where Otter Kitchens will be 
preparing for the National Baseball Season by 
serving sliders on April 4.

PSA: don’t flush 
these down the toilet 
Story by Bryan Chavez

The EPA wants all Americans to stop flushing down non-flushable items down the 
toilet such as disinfecting wipes, baby wipes, menstrual products, and pretty much 
anything that isn’t toilet paper. 

According to the EPA website, flushing any product other than toilet paper down 
the toilet “can damage internal plumbing, local sewer systems and septic systems. 
Fixing these backups is costly and takes time and resources away from ensuring 
that wastewater management systems are otherwise working properly.” 

Toilet paper gets broken down by water as it passes through the toilet, making it 
easy to move through plumbing systems. But water can’t disintegrate flushable 
wipes the same way as toilet paper - in fact, it only makes them hold together 
better and cause damage to these systems. Even if the packaging on the wipes says 
flushable, it can still cause plumbing problems. 

Any product that is not toilet paper can even get washed up in storm drains and litter 
rivers and other bodies of water, hurting the environment. According to ABC 7, in 
January of 2018, after a filter in a water treatment clogged, almost 5 million gallons of 
sewage spilled into the bay. As a result, The Monterey County Health department closed 
beaches throughout the county including Lover’s Point, Carmel beach, Monterey State 
beach, and San Carlos beach. 

People are encouraged to think about the consequences of flushing the toilet and how it 
affects the environment, their communities, and local resources. 

Upcoming Events

April 6 Join HCOM’s Writers from the Edge in 
welcoming Alex Marzano-Lesnevich to the virtual 
stage, starting at 6:30 p.m. Marzano-Lesnevich will be 
reading some of their original work, and participate 
in a Q&A session, moderated by Kent Leatham. 

April 7 The Otter Cross Cultural Center presents 
Aja Denise Reynolds as she shares a praxis of freedom 
learned from Black girls. Students interested in hearing 
their stories can head to room 301 of the Otter Student 
Union, or join via Zoom from 1-2 p.m.

April 5 & 6 Join the Center for Student Success 
in an interactive workshop about your needs versus 
your wants as a college student. The event will be 
held on Zoom from 6-7 p.m. on Tuesday and from 
11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. on Wednesday.

HCOM Writers 
From the Edge: Alex 
Marzano-Lesnevich 

Who Will Sing a Black 
Girl Song…

Financial Literacy 
Workshop: Needs 
vs. Wants

Thursday Money Moves
April 7 Join the Otter Cross Cultural Center and 
Rita Zhang from 5-6:30 p.m. in a discussion about 
“Feeling Empowered About Loans and Debt.” 
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Interface: hidden 
Youtube gem

Story and screenshots by Ferris Crosby

3D-modeled surrealism, existential horror, and classic art. Justin 
Tomchuk, a YouTube creator, known as Umami, has created a 
series unlike any other. Fans of “Adventure Time” or Adult Swim 
shows will find a home in the non-linear cosmic questions and 
slick visuals. 

The sound design showcases original industrial music produced 
by Tomchuk. The art style gains confidence as the plot develops, 
utilizing techniques to strengthen its narrative. The relationship 
between the funny animation balanced with the moodiness of its 
soundtrack is layered refreshingly. There is a three-month wait 
in between the episodes, which range from three to 10 minutes, 
giving the creator time to develop a self-contained story within 
each segment.

The interface is a world diseased by static after a failed 
government experiment. Henryk, a man who does not age, 
and Mischief, a shapeshifting clown, travel across surreal 
dreamscapes searching for Henryk’s great-granddaughter. 
Greetings Robotics Corporation provides the world's 
governments with a technological solution to the static, with 
founder Mr. Greetings developing a machine that can reason and 
evolve at a high cost.  

The second season of Interface just started, with the most 
recent episode airing on April 1. In between episodes, Tomchuk 
releases high-quality captivating short stories about Soup, Mark 
Zuckerberg, and gritty McDonald’s characters. 

When the world needs 
a hero, it gets a guy
Story and screenshot by Arianna Nalbach

“Free Guy” is a comial love letter to video games and feels 
like it was a passion project for the entire team.

Starring Ryan Reynolds as Guy, “Free Guy” gives viewers 
a look into the life of a non-playable character (NPC) as 
he discovers he is actually a background player in the 
fictional open-world video game, “Free City.”

Director Shawn Levy takes an interesting spin on video 
game tropes and trends, and the movie is filled with a ton 
of pop culture references. 

“Free Guy” is a comical representation of video games, 
but stays true to how they work for the most part. The 
movie even includes a few famous YouTubers and 
Twitch streamers, who helped promote the movie to their 
audiences when it was released in 2020. 

“Free City” feels very reminiscent of Rockstar's immensely 
popular “Grand Theft Auto” series, but includes references 
to tons of other games throughout the movie.

Reynolds performance as Guy is spot-on, with perfect 
line delivery and capturing the sense of blatant ignorance 
to the world around him. Guy is the embodiment of 

“ignorance is bliss.” At no point until meeting Jodie 
Comer’s Molotov Girl, the player character for Millie, 
does he question anything about the life around him. 

In the “real world,” Comer was joined by Joe Keery, 
playing the conflicted coder named Keys, working for 
a mega-corporation under Antwan, played by Taika 
Waititi.

In the world of Free City, Guy’s best friend Buddy is 
played by Lil Rel Howery. They work together at a bank 
that is constantly being robbed by players.

All of the cast’s performances are on-point, with perfect 
comedic timing and a nice mix of action thrown in for 
the in-game scenes. 

“Free Guy” is a great time all around, with good jokes 
and fun action sequences.

Movie Review

Series Review
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A new Kirby rolls onto 
the scene 
Story and screenshot by Arianna Nalbach
Illustration by Malia Savella

“Kirby and the Forgotten Land” has redefined the classic 
Nintendo franchise. The latest installment to the Kirby 
series was released on March 25 for the Nintendo Switch 
and is one of the biggest launches in the franchise’s 
history, selling just over 5 million copies within the first 
weekend of its release. 

After being initially announced in the September 2021 
Nintendo Direct, fans of the series have been eagerly 
awaiting for “Forgotten Land” to come out. The release 
couldn’t have been timed better, as the series is currently 
celebrating its 30th anniversary. 

“Forgotten Land” still feels like a traditional Kirby game 
and hits all the beats players have come to expect from 
the mainline titles, but it has also added a plethora of new 
mechanics to the game, the main one being Mouthful 
Mode. Using Mouthful Mode, Kirby can take on powers 
never before seen in the games. A few of these new 
abilities include becoming a car, a giant traffic cone, or a 
vending machine. 

One of the most notable changes in “Forgotten Land” 
is the departure from being a 2D platformer and 
transitioning into a fully 3D game. While most Kirby 
games after “Return to Dream Land” have had 3D 
elements and textures, this is the first mainline game to be 
fully 3D, allowing players to explore the levels in a new 
way. 

In “Forgotten Land,” players must traverse through a 
colorful post-apocalyptic-esque world, with run-down 
buildings covered in moss and other plants. The graphics 
are highly-detailed, but it still has the charming art style 
players have come to know and love from Kirby games. 

While progressing through the levels, players must search 
for kidnapped Waddle Dee. As more and more Waddle 
Dee are rescued, they will construct new buildings for 
Kirby to purchase power upgrades, foods, and play 
minigames. 

Players can be joined by one friend in a co-op multiplayer. 
The second player will play as a Waddle Dee but cannot 
use copy abilities like Kirby. Instead, they will use a spear 
ability, similar to the one Kirby can use. 

8-Bit

“Forgotten Land” has everything players have come 
to expect from Kirby games and more. It is clear 
Nintendo put a lot of effort into the game, it plays 
very smoothly, and there are no issues to be found in 

“Forgotten Land.” 

There are plenty of side objectives and achievements 
for players to complete, such as going through 
different bonus areas or finishing all the hidden tasks 
in every level to rescue all the Waddle Dee.

For people still on the fence about picking up a copy 
of “Forgotten Land” for themselves, there is a demo 
available to download on the Nintendo eShop.

“Forgotten Land” shows a promising future for Kirby 
games and is an absolute delight to play, whether you 
are a long-time fan of the series or not. 

What are your plans for 
Spring Break?
Otter Chatter by Maxwelle Tartaglia

Grace Byrd
Biology
Second-Year

“Over Spring Break I plan to spend 
time with my family and relax after 
working hard [during] the midterms. 
I am also excited to catch up with 
friends that I have not seen in a while!”

“I’m definitely going to have the best 
of both worlds. Spend one day doing 
nothing but watching Hulu and eating 
take-out and another catching some 
waves in Asilomar. I’m also long 
overdue for a new bikini.” 

Ashlynn Hammond
Accounting
Third-year

“I plan on spending time with my parents 
and friends, browsing grad school 
programs, working on my UROC Spring 
Showcase research presentation, 
playing video games, and reading.”

Annie Jones
Environmental Studies
Third-year
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regit rabez

thanpele toragilla

ardpole popih

gerdab chirtso

ockcaep olwf

Can you unscramble these wild 
animal-related words to reveal 
their true meaning?

Answers:

Tiger, Zebra, 
Elephant, Alligator, 

Leopard, Hippo, 
Badger, Ostrich, 

Peacock, Wolf 
Beetles
Illustration by Malia Savella


