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California State University Monterey Bay kicked off 
the start of the Spring semester with the breezy but 
sunny Otter Showcase to spotlight the fantastic clubs 
and extracurricular activities the campus has to offer. 

There was a great turnout of both students and various 
clubs that can help students start planning for their 
future, have fun, and learn new things. 

“Our club is called AMSA, which is the American 
Medical Student Association Club, and it actually 
wasn’t formed here,” said third-year Jackie Estrada. 

“It’s an actual club that’s run all over the United States 
that helps students find speakers throughout the 
semester that can relate to them and their goals.” 

The AMSA club not only helps STEM majors, but 
individuals who are interested in medical school as 
well, and it gives them a foundation to grow along with 
opening many doors for them to become the people 
they want to be in the future. 

Other clubs aim to be a chance for students to hang out 
with people who share the same interests or are looking 
to learn a new skill. 

Fourth-year Robert Huskins was tabling for the chess 
club. “I hope to create a nice social environment for 
people to play chess, and also hope we can get a couple 
of new members to become decent players by the end 
of the semester.” 

Some clubs are trying out new methods to draw in 
members. 

Second-year Kendall Markham is currently trying to 
draw in new members for the Rotaract Club. “Right 
now, I’m trying to move others to participate, and one 
Rotary club offered us a pool party place, and so I was 
thinking about using that to motivate people to be more 
involved.” 

These extracurricular activities range from helping the 
community to engaging in new challenging hobbies that 
help open your eyes to the new possibilities life has to 
offer. 

Fourth-year Anna Stubler is president of CSSMB - a 
club dedicated to teaching students about web design.

 “There were clubs for each concentration in the 
communication design major except for the web design 
concentration, so my friend Nicole and I decided that 
we wanted to make a club … just for people who are 
interested in web design, app development, and more,” 
she said. 

There are clubs created to pique someone’s interest, but 
some are made to help others not feel so left out and 
contribute to their way of learning, especially when it’s 
towards their major. 

This event is a way to broadcast to the students the fun, 
life-altering clubs there are to choose from, all you have 
to do is go out and look. These opportunities come with 
excellent results for anyone willing to see them.

Although COVID-19 has limited some things, it still 
hasn’t stopped the spotlight that comes with the Otter 
Showcase and its unique ability to expand one’s skillset. 

Spectacular 
Otter Showcase 
kicks off semester 

The Smash Club poses for a quick photo in between prospective 
members checking out their table during the Feb. 2 Otter Showcase.

Simon Aceto tables for the chess club during the Otter Showcase on 
Feb.2.

Students walk through the Main Quad during the Feb.2 Otter Showcase.



2

thelutrinae.com02.07.22

Campus

The Lutrinae is a weekly campus newspaper covering CSUMB 
and its neighboring areas. Here at The Lutrinae, our goal is not 
only to educate and inform the public, but to entertain, to spark 
creativity, to encourage diversity of opinion, and to build a 
sense of community on campus and with the neighboring cities. 

Editor-In-Chief
Arianna Nalbach

editor@thelutrinae.com

Production Manager
Joshua Label

Assistant Editor
Estrella McDaniel

 
Webmaster

Victoria White

Staff writers
Ferris Crosby
Daniel Gallo

Maxwelle Tartaglia

Photographers
Bryan Chavez

Paloma Ronquillo

Visual editor
Malia Savella

Faculty AdViser
Sara Gobets

sgobets@csumb.edu

Operations Manager
Monica Conner

mconner@csumb.edu

The Staff
Vol. 5, Issue 16

Contact
Office Phone

831.582.4066

General Inquiries
thelutrinae@csumb.edu

AdVertising SerVices
advertising@thelutrinae.com

Mailing address
Wave Hall

100 Campus Center,
Seaside, CA 93955

Website
www.thelutrinae.com

The Lutrinae is a student-
run publication produced 
for the students of CSUMB. 
Opinions expressed herein 
do not necessarily reflect 
the views of The Lutrinae, 
CSUMB administration, 
faculty, or staff. 

The Lutrinae serves two 
purposes: It is a training 
ground for students who 
wish to develop journalism 
skills and build their 
resume, and it is a forum for 
free expression of campus 
issues and news. The 
Lutrinae Editorial team will 
determine what to print and 
reserves the right to edit for 
libel, space, or clarity.

 
Advertising revenue 
supports The Lutrinae 
publication and events. 
Letter to the Editors should 
include first and last name 
and should be submitted via 
email. The Lutrinae reserves 
the right to reject any Letter 
to the Editor for any reason, 
and anonymous letters will 
not be published. 

Editorial 
Policy

Story by Arianna Nalbach and Ferris Crosby
Photos by Ferris Crosby

Lunar New Year began on Feb. 1 and California State 
University, Monterey Bay (CSUMB) has been celebrating 
the holiday with a week full of activities and events. 

Unlike the westernized calendar, the lunar calendar is 
based on the different phases of the moon. The holiday 
typically begins in late January or early February. 

Every lunar year is associated with a different animal and 
2022 marks the year of the tiger. 

CSUMB put on a few different events and giveaways 
to celebrate the Lunar New Year. To kick things off, the 
Otter Cross Culture Center (OC3) set up a table in the 
Otter Student Union (OSU), with some information on the 
holiday. 

At any point during the week, students could stop 
by the table and guess how many jellies were in a 
clear jar. The two students with the closest guess will 
receive a tiger stuffed animal. 

Located upstairs in the OSU, the OC3 featured red 
envelopes full of goodies and a lantern filled with 
reasons for gratitude. 

Wendy Feng OC3 coordinator and host of the event, 
has taken her opportunity with the OC3 to educate 
students on her culture. Many Americans have 
grown up calling this holiday “Chinese New Year,” 
however it’s important to note that Lunar New Year is 
celebrated in many different countries. 

Feng stressed the importance of being aware of other 
people's cultures. “We don’t really talk about Lunar 
New Year but it’s a huge, 15-day celebration in other 
countries. Lunar New Year is all about family.”

She also spoke on the personal significance of 
watching students celebrate her culture. 

“When I was a freshman, there wasn't an event, and I 
was pretty sad. It's a big thing for your family to make 
food and eat together, and I wasn't able to do that. I 
felt really lonely during that time.”

This inspired Feng to bring home-cooked meals for 
her friends during her sophomore year, and eventually 
host a virtual Lunar New Year celebration her junior 
year over Zoom.

“No one really knows about your culture unless you 
share it. Although I felt lonely, I was able to overcome 
it by doing something where I was able to share my 
own identity. You gotta do your own thing! Once I did, 
I started noticing we’re not that different. People are 
really happy when you feed them!”

Now, the Lunar New Year festivities at CSUMB 
extend outside of events held by Feng and the OC3. 
North Quad residential advisor Camille Mendoza held 
a small social event of her own. 

On Feb. 1, students met in the Vineyard Suites lobby, 
where Mendoza talked about the holiday and helped 
students figure out their Chinese zodiac. Students who 
attended also got a tiger door decoration. 

The Asian and Pacific Islander Association Club (API) 
also posted quizzes where students could test their 
knowledge of the holiday.

For more information on holidays like this, visit the OC3 
for more information.

CSUMB celebrates 
the Lunar New Year

Story by Maxwelle Tartaglia
Illustration by Malia Savella 

North Quad Resident Advisor (RA) Palia Vang 
hosted an event called “Letter To Your Lovers” for 
students at California State University, Monterey Bay 
(CSUMB) on Feb. 4.

“I’m just a very romantic person, and I love, love 
letters, especially if it's to my partner or my friends,” 
said Vang. 

Vang had markers, letter paper, candy, and envelopes 
for students to design their letters. The event was 
meant to be a fun experience for participants to 
express themselves creatively and send a sweet 
message to a loved one on campus as well. 

Vang also encouraged participants to address their letters 
so they could be hand-delivered to their recipients on 
campus. 

“Even if you don’t have a partner and stuff like that, you 
can write a love letter to yourself,” Vang said. “This is 
to promote love and self-love, and it's just super fun and 
cute!”

Otters send love 
letters to loved ones

Wendy Feng stands 
in front of the Lunar 
New Year display 
located in the OSU.

Welcoming the year of the tiger
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Story by Maxwelle Tartaglia
Illustration by Malia Savella

California State University, Monterey Bay 
(CSUMB) and the Basic Needs Initiative program 
paired together for their monthly Cooking with 
CSUMB Zoom event on Feb. 3. Cooking with 
CSUMB is a live Zoom series, featuring recipes 
demonstrated by faculty and staff. 

This month’s Cooking With CSUMB was hosted by 
Care Manager Joanna Snawder-Manzo and Basic 
Needs intern Misha Arnold. Students were given 
the opportunity to learn healthy and delicious salad 
dressing recipes. 

The first dressing, Holly’s Dressing, was inspired by 
Robin Galas, a seed-to-plate educator located in the 
Bay Area. Students could follow along with a video 
instruction where Galas demonstrated how to make 
the dressing and shared helpful cooking tips along 
the way.

The ingredients to Holly’s Dressing follows:

¾ cup extra virgin olive oil
3 tbsp balsamic vinegar
¼ cup stone ground or Dijon mustard
1 clove garlic, minced
2 tbsp soy sauce or tamari
1 tbsp honey
juice from ¼ of a lemon
salt and pepper to taste

Galas recommends putting all of the ingredients into 
a mason jar and shaking until it is fully combined 
and using empty spice bottles to store the dressing 
for on-the-go use to prevent the salad from wilting. 

Cooking with CSUMB: 
healthy and heavenly 
salad dressings

The salad includes:

Crisp greens like romaine lettuce
Roasted vegetables (brussel sprouts, sweet potatoes, 
carrots, red bell pepper, etc.)
Feta or goat cheese
Toasted walnuts or pumpkin seeds
A protein: grilled chicken, steak, hard boiled eggs 
(optional)
Holly's dressing or any of your choosing

Mix all of the salad ingredients together then top with the 
dressing and enjoy!

The second half of the event was headed by Arnold, who 
led a live demonstration on a dressing recipe that does not 
contain any oils, salt, or added sugars. 

Arnold stresses the importance of healthy eating by 
dropping advice in the chat and throughout her own 
demonstration.

The recipe for Arnold’s dressing is as follows: 

2 tbsp Dijon mustard
1 tbsp whole grain mustard
1.5 tbsp white wine vinegar
1.5 tbsp rice vinegar
6 drops lemon juice concentrate
1 tsp dried thyme
0.5 – 1 tsp dill (I recommend freeze-dried)
0.5 – 1 tsp chili powder
0.5 – 1 tsp black pepper

Once you have all of the ingredients, whisk them all 
together with a fork to mix it. Arnold recommends tasting 
the dressing periodically and adding additional seasonings 
to taste. Once everything tastes to your liking, pour the 
dressing into a tupperware or jar with a lid to store in a 
refrigerator.

The next Cooking with CSUMB event will be held on 
March 3. Basic Needs Initiative encourages students to 
check out the Basic Needs Hub, an on-campus food pantry. 
To learn more about what food-based assistance programs 
are available to CSUMB students, head to https://csumb.
edu/basicneeds/background/

Get fit with Monday 
Zumba sessions
Photos by Bryan Chavez

Every Monday, students can head to the Otter Sports 
Center at 6 p.m. to participate in a 1-hour long Zumba 
class hosted by Associated Students (AS). AS is 
providing punch cards to students who show up, and for 
every five punches, you can win a prize!

Samuel Perro (left) and Emilia Lepe (right) dance along with the instructor 
during the Jan. 31 Zumba class.

¾ cup extra virgin olive oil
3 tbsp balsamic vinegar
¼ cup stone ground or Dijon 
mustard
1 clove garlic, minced
2 tbsp soy sauce or tamari
1 tbsp honey
Juice from ¼ of a lemon
Salt and pepper to taste

2 tbsp Dijon mustard
1 tbsp whole grain mustard
1.5 tbsp white wine vinegar
1.5 tbsp rice vinegar
6 drops lemon juice concentrate
1 tsp dried thyme
0.5 – 1 tsp dill (I recommend freeze-dried)
0.5 – 1 tsp chili powder
0.5 – 1 tsp black pepper

The Jan. 31 Zumba class poses for a photo at the end of their session.

The Jan. 31 Zumba class follows along with instructor Freddy Ison.

To find more CSUMB 
events

on- and off-campus
go to MyRaft

myraft.csumb.edu

Crisp greens like romaine lettuce
Roasted vegetables (brussel sprouts, sweet 
potatoes, carrots, red bell pepper, etc.)
Feta or goat cheese
Toasted walnuts or pumpkin seeds
A protein: grilled chicken, steak, hard boiled 
eggs (optional)
Holly's dressing or any of your choosing
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CSUMB baseball 
hits a homerun this 
weekend

Story and photo by Victoria White

California State University, Monterey Bay’s 
(CSUMB) baseball team kicked off their first home 
game of the season Friday evening against Biola 
University (BU) with a victory at 5-4. 

The Otters started the night off strong with pitcher 
Levi Noddin (#33) and catcher Sam Nastari (#28) 
getting an early strikeout against Biola’s Matthew 
Nyce (#25). Biola responded with Tyler Baca (#7) 
hitting a single up the middle and stealing second 
base, and later advanced to third off a throwing error 
made by the Otters. Next up was the Eagles’ Ryan 
Greenlee (#18), who walked to first, allowing Tyler 
Baca (#7) to run home and score for Biola. 

The rest of the game continued with a tug of war 
between the Otters and the Eagles as the two teams 
each took their turn at bat. At the bottom of the 5th 
inning, CSUMB and BU were tied with two runs 
apiece. 

The next scoring opportunity came in the top of the 
7th inning when the Eagles’ Oscar Serratos (#5) hit a 
triple to right center, which allowed Baca and Brandon 
Thomas (#34), who were on first and second base 
respectively to run home and score for BU. This left the 
score at 4-2, with Biola in the lead.

The Otters weren’t done for the evening yet however. 
CSUMB’s PJ Kissee (#37) walked to first base in the 
bottom of the 8th inning. Shortly after, Kyle Guerra (#7) 
hit a single to left field, allowing Kissee to advance to 
second base. CSUMB’s Jason Ajamian (#27) grounded 
out to second base, allowing Kissee to advance to third 
base and Guerra to advance to second base. 

With the bases loaded, Chris Rubottom (#22) hit a 
single to right center, which gave Kisse and Guerra the 
chance to make it safely to home base. Rubottom made 
it to second base off a wild pitch. CSUMB Sergio Solis 
(#26) advanced on a fielding error and Rubottom scored 
the final point for CSUMB, leaving the final score at 
5-4, with the Otters taking home the win.

CSUMB’s Chase Lindemann (#9) is up to bat during the Feb. 4 game.

Men’s basketball crushes 
Cal Poly Humboldt

Story by Daniel Gallo
Photos by Paloma Ronquillo

California State University, Monterey Bay’s (CSUMB) men's basketball team displayed a 
dominant performance against Cal Poly Humboldt, closing the game with a season-high 
86-65 victory. 

The Lumberjacks achieved possession initially, but the Otters responded with pace and 
precision as both teams battled to control the scoreboard.

Senior guard Jordan May (#12) was an offensive threat to Humboldt, scoring 20 points 
for CSUMB.

The Otter defense was on full display when sophomore Kyle Johnson (#7)  blocked the 
jump shot attempt of Humboldt's Bryce Mitchell. 

Junior guard Levi Frankland (#3) made a series of 3-pointers, further cementing the lead, 
followed by an assist from freshman Jailen Nelson (#10), leaving the score 25-16. 

Andrew Ferguson (#13), a junior center, found himself in the paint with possession of the 
ball. Surrounded by defenders, Ferguson completed a turnaround jump shot. 

Junior guard Tommy Kramer (#14) led the offense with composure, utilizing calculated 
passes and ball-handling, weighing his options and ensuring possession. 

Senior Forward Noah Stapes (#23)  suffered a knee injury caused by a fall on his way to 
the basket, keeping him out of the game until the second half. 

With six seconds on the clock, Ferguson sank a 3-pointer, concluding the first period at 
49-28, with the Otters leading. 

Ferguson used his height to his advantage in the second period, blocking consecutive shot 
attempts, causing the crowd to erupt. 

The defensive streak continued for the Otters as Humboldt failed to make multiple 
baskets.  

As the game came to a close, Johnson made three back-to-back dunks, an exciting 
conclusion to a dominant performance by CSUMB. 

The Otters take on the Sonoma State Seawolves on Feb. 5.

Otters guard, third-year Levi Frankland (#3), making a short corner shot.

Otters guard, fourth-year Jordan May (#12), making a 3-pointer from the corner.
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Men's basketball 
dominate the Seawolves 
at Saturday game

Sports

Story by Daniel Gallo
Photo by Paloma Ronquillo

California State University, Monterey Bay’s (CSUMB) women's basketball 
team came up short against Cal Poly Humboldt on Feb. 3 with a final score of 
59-70. 

Senior guard Lauryn Pointer (#1) scored 25 points, but her career-high 
performance was not enough to prevent the Lumberjacks’ victory. 

Humboldt forward Madison Parry (#34)  and guard Kaz Parks (#10) were 
offensive threats to the CSUMB defense, racking up 3-pointers and delivering 
pressure. 

The first half was a back and forth battle, as both teams attempted to secure the 
lead, coming to a close score of 18-20, with Humboldt taking the lead. 

The Lumberjacks took control of the scoreboard as the accuracy of CSUMB 
declined in the second period. 

CSUMB freshman forward Rayshanti McNeal Price (#25) helped bring the 
team closer to a potential victory after securing an offensive rebound and 
sinking a shot in the final 2 minutes, but Humboldt's Kaz Parks responded with 
a 3-pointer in the closing seconds, ending the potential Otter comeback. 

The Otters face the Sonoma State Seawolves on Feb. 5.  

Story by Victoria White
Photos courtesy of Mak Webber

Men’s basketball played against the Sonoma State 
University (SSU) Seawolves on Feb. 6. The game got 
off to a rocky start with Sonoma maintaining a lead for 
most of the first half, but California State University, 
Monterey Bay (CSUMB) eked out a win. 

The Otters tried to respond to SSU’s lead with two 
layups from Andrew Ferguson (#13), but a basket from 
Sonomas Damian Wallace (#1) and Jaylen Wells (#0) 
kept SSU firmly in control of the game. 

The Seawolves and The Otters fought against each 
other, trading baskets, fouls and turnovers back and 
forth until the half ended with Sonoma in the lead at 
41-28.

Otters grapple with 
tough loss against the 
Lumberjacks

Otters guard, first-year Frances Potts (#32), making a 3-pointer from the wing.

The second half started with CSUMB trying to regain 
control, with Tommy Kramer (#14) sinking a 3-pointer 30 
seconds in. Seconds later, his teammates Levi Frankland 
(#3) and Andrew Ferguson (#13) answered the challenge 
and scored their own 3-pointers to help narrow the point 
gap between Monterey and Sonoma. 

The Seawolves however, weren’t finished just yet and 
continued to extend their lead. The Otters didn’t let this 
deter them and about halfway through the second half, 
were able to steal the lead from Sonoma. 

CSUMB maintained and extended their lead for the rest 
of the game and emerged the winners. The final score was 
80-69. The Otters next game is against Chico State at the 
Wildcats’ home court on Feb. 10. For more information 
visit the Otter Athletics website.  

Jump-ball between Seawolves small forward, first-year Jaylen 
Wells (#0), and Otters center, third-year Andrew Ferguson (#13).

Women's basketball wins 
big in the Kelp Bed 
Story by Victoria White
Photo courtesy of Mak Webber

California State University, Monterey Bay’s (CSUMB) 
women's basketball faced off against Sonoma State 
University (SSU) Saturday afternoon and emerged 
victorious. 

The Otters started the game strong with Emily Perez 
(#14) scoring off a free throw early in the first quarter. 
The Seawolves responded soon after with Chasity 
Spady (#11) scoring off a layup. Perez scored again 
soon after with a 3-point shot. 

CSUMB and SSU traded baskets back and forth and by 
the end of the first quarter the Otters had a narrow lead 
against the Seawolves, with the score at 18-13. 

The second quarter started off with a turnover from the 
Seawolves with a setup from CSUMB's Samiya Terry 
(#4) to sink a jumper and score 2 more points. Moving 
forward with her teammates momentum, Frances Potts 
(#32) sank a 3-pointer on the next possession. 

Over the next few minutes, both teams traded fouls 
and missed baskets. The brief stalemate was broken 
by the Otters’ Sidni Wise-Wright (#11) who sank a 
jump shot to further Monterey’s lead. 

Sonoma tried to respond but could match the Otters 
energy for the rest of the game. Throughout the 
second half of the game, CSUMB worked to further 
their lead on SSU, down to the final minutes of the 
game. 

The Otters emerged from the Kelp Bed victorious 
with the final score of the game 62 for CSUMB and 
53 for SSU. Women’s basketball has their next game 
against Chico State University at the Wildcats’ home 
turf on Feb. 10. For more information visit the Otter 
Athletics website.

Laryn Pointer (#1) and Angelina Cortes (#3) celebrate as their teammate 
scores in the Feb. 5 game against Sonoma State University.
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Story and screenshot by Arianna Nalbach
Illustration by Malia Savella

“Pokemon Legends Arceus” was one of the most 
anticipated games for early 2022. Ever since the 
initial announcement of the game in late February 
2021, fans of the “Pokemon” series have been 
eager to finally play “Arceus finally.” 

Now “Arceus” is finally out, and it is safe to say it 
lived up to the hype. “Pokemon Legends Arceus” 
was released worldwide on the Nintendo Switch 
on Jan. 28 and sold over 6.5 million copies within 
the first week.

Many of the most recent “Pokemon” games have 
followed the same formula introduced in the 
original games, but “Arceus” broke out of this 
mold and introduced a plethora of new mechanics 
into the game. This risk absolutely paid off, and 

“Arceus” is one of the best games to come from the 
“Pokemon” series in a long time. 

“Arceus” takes place much earlier in the 
“Pokemon” timeline, allowing Game Freak to 
introduce new changes to the combat system. 
While the fights still play out in a similar turn-
based style to the previous “Pokemon” titles, 

“Arceus” does away with the constant battles with 
other trainers. 

The game takes place when Pokeballs were just 
first invented, so humans are still learning how 
to co-exist and work with Pokemon; it wouldn’t 
make as much sense from a story perspective 
for everyone to want to battle with you. This 
eliminates a lot of the grinding nature that comes 
with “Pokemon” and prevents it from getting 
tiring from constant battle after battle. 

Similarly, “Arceus” takes inspiration from 
mechanics first introduced in the mobile game 

“Pokemon Go.” Finding Pokemon is no longer a 
random encounter; instead, you can see them on 
the map with you. 

This makes “Arceus” feel much more alive and 
immersive in comparison to previous “Pokemon” 
titles and will hopefully be a change implemented 
into future mainline “Pokemon” games.

Arceus introduces 
refreshing change to 
Pokemon formula

Players can now choose how they want to interact 
with wild Pokemon, and it adds a lot of variety to how 
you can play. Each Pokemon species has different 
personalities, and players must analyze them to know 
how to best approach and hopefully successfully catch 
them. Some Pokemon will attack the player while others 
will run (or fly) away from you if they spot you. 

“Arceus” also introduces a whole new crafting system. 
Instead of having to buy Pokeballs, potions, and other 
items constantly, players can now choose to craft them 
instead to save their money for storage upgrades or 
changing up their look with new clothes or hairstyles.

One of the more notable changes in “Arceus” is the 
revamped Pokedex. Instead of just catching every 
Pokemon once to complete their Pokedex entry, you 
must complete various tasks to fill out their entry fully. 

Completing a Pokedex entry will also slightly increase 
shiny catch rates for that particular Pokemon. Perfecting 
a Pokemon’s Pokedex entry by completing every task a 
certain amount of times will further increase their shiny 
catch rates. 

“Arceus” is a refreshing change from previous “Pokemon” 
titles, and hopefully, some of these changes will stick in 
mainline titles. Game Freak took a gamble by changing 
so much from the traditional “Pokemon” formula. Even 
so, many of these changes were much needed, keeping 

“Pokemon” relevant in the modern age of gaming. 

“Pokemon Legends Arceus” is genuinely one of the best 
games from the series to come in a long time and is 
definitely worth picking up, regardless if you are a long-
time fan of the series or just getting into it. 
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Lowpass Magazine puts a 
spotlight on local artists
Story and photos by Bryan Chavez
Instagrams: @lowpassmagazine
@nandointhebando
@7kikizinatree

Back in 2018, siblings Fernando and Karina 
Beltran set out to create their own zine, Lowpass 
Magazine. Based in Salinas, the two have been 
running copies of the zine since they were 20 and 
15 years old, respectively. They created the zine 
with the idea of shedding light on local artists 
and fostering a positive environment where they 
would be motivated to create more. 

“The idea of the magazine, as much as we’re doing 
this thing, we want to help other people,” Karina 
explained. “It’s more about featuring other artists 
and while we’re doing that, it helps us in a way. 
But it’s not about us. It kind of gives people more 
of a purpose.”

“If you create something just to create something, 
only so much can happen from that. We don’t 
really profit from it or gain anything from it. We 
just do it because it looks pretty and it's fun to 
hold something at the end of the day,” she said. 

Fernando added onto this statement, claiming that 
in Salinas “there's a lot of untapped potential. A 
lot of people who go under the radar who deserve 
more of a spotlight and Lowpass is serving as a 
means to get their music to a larger audience.” 

Unlike other major California cities such as Los 
Angeles and San Francisco, which are known for 
their artistic roots, Salinas often gets overlooked, 
even though there's so much hidden talent. 

“A lot of people go to L.A. with this specific idea of 
doing music. But there's so many people in smaller 
areas who have just as much talent, working with 
less money, [that] deserve just as much,” Fernando 
said. “People like James Dean used to hang out here. 
John Steinbeck lived here who wrote [the] book 
‘East of Eden’ which is about Salinas. There's a lot 
of historical importance and a lot of importance still 
held [here].” 

The artistic legacy of Salinas continues to thrive 
to this day and is being highlighted by Lowpass 
Magazine.

As Karina added, “even today walking around, it’s 
either people are [performing] at the Beered Bean or 
there's something happening at the bookstore or the 
antique store. I feel like downtown Salinas is gonna 
be popping off soon.”

The newest issue of Lowpass Magazine, set to 
release on Feb. 22, will have the theme of angel 
numbers and glitchy aesthetics. 

“We have a lot more writing in this one. We have 
two interviews and an article on a music teacher 
gone deaf. The show is gonna actually be at the 222 
building [located at 222 Main ST, Salinas, CA]” 
Karina said. 

Artist Highlight

Want to showcase your artwork in The Lutrinae?

Contact Bryan Chavez

brychavez@csumb.edu

What is your favorite 
Super Bowl traditon?
Otter Chatter by Estrella McDaniel

Gerardo Sanchez
Human Communications
Fourth-Year

“Getting together with friends, go to 
one of their houses, share snacks and 
beverages and enjoy the game. My 
favorite snack is probably chips and 
guacamole.” 

“Ideally, when it’s my favorite team 
playing one of my favorite things to 
do is wear my jersey with my family, 
specifically my brother and my 
dad. We always take pictures, and 
then also getting a lot of pizzas, and 
every time the 49ers would make a 
touchdown we would eat a slice. We 
wouldn't be able to eat a slice until they 
made a touchdown.” 

Felicity Ganjeh
Molecular Biology
Third-year

“Usually maybe have a barbecue and 
hang out with friends and family, and 
watch the game. I think the Bengals 
are gonna win.”

Sonny Brandwood
Human Communications
Third-year

With the help of Lowpass Magazine, the community continues 
to grow with artists from around the world showcasing 
their talent in this Salinas-based zine. In the past, they have 
included artists from Los Angeles, San Francisco, San Diego, 
Tennessee, and even Italy. 

In the words of their videographer Owen Lemon, “We're 
letting a whole population know that we’re here. We’re doing 
this. We exist.”
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Upcoming Events

Feb. 7-18 Head to the Main Quad any time during 
the next two weeks to learn about the sororities and 
fraternities at CSUMB. 

Feb. 9 Education Abroad will be set up by the Otter 
Student Union from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. to learn about 
the different study abroad programs CSUMB will be 
offering for Summer and Fall 2022.

Feb. 7 Monday is the last day to add or drop any 
classes! If you have any last minute changes you want 
to make to your schedule, make sure to get that done 
ASAP.

Feb. 8 Join Basic Needs from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the 
Student Center to get free Starbucks food, groceries, 
hygiene products and to learn more about the 
resources they offer.

Feb. 8 The Transfer Student Success Center and 
the Person Growth and Counseling Center will be 
joining together from 1 to 2 p.m. to help transfer 
students build community and campus connections.

Rush Weeks

Education Abroad Fair

Add/Drop deadline

Basic Needs Hub

Let's Talk - Transfer 
Wellness Group

gges legab

ffeeco toaaeml

tstoa ffleswa

kescapan genaro uicej

conba shha nswrob

Can you unscramble these 
breakfast-related words to 
reveal their true meaning? 

Answers:

Eggs, Bagel, Coffee, 
Oatmeal, Toast, 

Waffles, Pancakes, 
Orange Juice, Bacon, 

Hash Browns

Agribusiness Guest 
Speaker Series: Aaron 
Johnson
Feb. 8 The Agribusiness Club will be hosting 
CSUMB business professor Aaron Johnson and other 
guest speakers to speak about the Cannabis Industry 
on Zoom from 6 to 7 p.m.

Time Management 
Workshop
Feb. 9 Join the Transfer Student Success Center 
from noon - 1 p.m. on Zoom to learn new tips and 
tricks to improve your time management skills.

Valentine's Day Grams
Feb. 9 From 1 to 2 p.m., head to the Main Quad to 
make Valentine’s Day gram for your friends and loved 
ones.


