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#chalkback takes 
a stance against 
sexual harassment 

Story by Arianna Nalbach
Illustration by Malia Savella

Students gathered around in front of the Otter Student 
Union (OSU) to read a chalk message displayed out 
front on Feb. 17. It read, “He continued asking me on 
dates. I said no multiple times. He was almost 30. I 
was 18. He was my supervisor at work.”

This is just one of many messages that can be found 
around campus.

Launching on Feb. 9, California State University, 
Monterey Bay (CSUMB) exchange student, Jana 
Schroeder collaborated with the Otter Cross Cultural 
Center (OC3) to create the Instagram account @
catcallsofcsumb, to join the international youth-led 

“Chalk Back” movement. 

“When I arrived on campus a few weeks ago, I had 
to hear a stupid comment about my body during the 
first few days, so I was curious and searched for @
catcallsof… accounts in the area and did not find in 
the immediate proximity of the campus,” Schroeder 
explained. 

Once she did not find any accounts in the area, 
Schroeder explained she reached out to the OC3 to 
open an Instagram account for CSUMB. “The OC3 
is even further interested in supporting this idea in 
providing resources for events in the future. I am very 
grateful for their support.”

The Chalk Back movement aims to spread awareness 
of the negative effects street harassment can lead to. 
The movement is committed to ending gender-based 
street harassment.

“We write stories of harassment word-for-word in the 
spots where they happened alongside the hashtag 
#stopstreetharassment using sidewalk chalk and then 
post on social media to spur dialogue and story sharing,” 
the chalkback.org website explains. “Through our local 
Instagram sites, community events, and anti-harassment 
workshops, Chalk Back members seek to influence bold 
cultural change within our communities.”

The Chalk Back movement started with the @
catcallsofnyc account but has since expanded through 
six continents, 49 different countries, and 150 cities, 
according to chalkback.org. 

Schrolder hopes writing out others’ experiences with 
street harassment “might confront the abusers on the 
pavement or online.”

The movement takes the confidentiality of those 
who share their stories very seriously, which extends 
to CSUMB’s account. Every story shared remains 
completely anonymous.

Other students stood in solidarity with Schroeder and 
appreciated the efforts she was going through to make this 
account and spread awareness to the campus community.  
Fourth-year, Alex Woody was pleased to see the account 
develop, but had some concerns with the school's 
response to it. 

“I feel like it’s a good way to draw attention to instances of 
sexual harassment in our local community, especially in 
relation to campus and our fellow students,” Woody said. 

“But it’s kind of discouraging to see how fast CSUMB 
erases the (chalk) messages, to be honest. I do appreciate 
what they are trying to do.” 

Fellow fourth-year, Mak Webber was already aware of 
the movement, after finding out about the movement 
through TikTok. 

“I’ve seen some of the writing around campus,” she said. 
“I think it’s a really smart way to bring attention to street 
harassment. Women know just how often it happens, 
literally anywhere and everywhere.”

She continued, “It’s hard to read some of that stuff 
because I’ve heard those same things being said to me, 
but it needs to be called out.” 

Chalk Back coming to CSUMB’s campus has already 
left an impact on changing the community for the better. 
One message written by a MST bus stop read “MST 
bus driver said my legs looked good in my skirt.” 

Schroeder shared that the MST bus company responded 
to the post on @catcallsofcsumb. MST provided 
Schroeder with all the information someone would 
need to report a case like this. 

Students looking to get involved or join the movement 
can message the @catcallsofcsumb account or head to 
chalkback.org to learn more. Students can also message 
the account to share their own experiences with 
catcalling in or around CSUMB.

If you or anyone you know needs to submit a Title IX 
report, you can do so at https://csumb.edu/titleix/ or 
contact CSUMB’s Title IX Coordinator, Wendy Smith, 
at 831-582-3510.

The Personal Growth and Counseling Center also offers 
a 24/7 crisis intervention for support. This number can 
be contacted at 831-582-3969.
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Thoughts on 
the Laureates 
in Coversation

Story by Arianna Nalbach
Illustration by Malia Savella

California State University, Monterey Bay’s 
(CSUMB) sixth annual All Black Gala is a formal 
event to celebrate Black hxstory and the diversity of 
Black culture, created by the Otter Cross Cultural 
Center (OC3), Associated Students, and the Center 
for Black Student Success. This year, it took place on 
Feb. 26 through Zoom.

The emcee for this year’s Gala was Brooklyn Greene, 
the president of CSUMB’s Black Students United 
club. Greene led attendees through the event and 
presented awards to Black community members on 
and off-campus. 

The All Black Gala provides a space to bring together 
students, staff, faculty, alumni, and community 
members. CSUMB’s website states the event aims 
to foster belongingness and cultivate community 
amongst campus populations. 
 
This year, the All Black Gala theme was “Re-
Connecting to Monterey County’s Historic Black 
Community: Honoring Black Excellence Past, 
Present, and Future.” 

In previous years, the All Black Gala hosted a 
keynote speaker to share their story and speak on 
Black culture. Instead of hosting a keynote speaker 
this year, the All Black Gala stayed true to its 
theme. The majority of the event was filled with 
awards honoring Black students, alumni, staff, and 
community members.

All Black Gala celebrates 
Black excellence 

While there was no keynote speaker this year, 
the All Black Gala did present a spoken-word 
poetry performance by CSUMB humanities and 
communication professor Daniel Summerhill. 

His performance reflected on the vigilance and 
strength of the Black community, overcoming the 
obstacles they have had to face. 

After Summerhills’s performance, Greene swiftly 
transitioned into presenting awards for Black students, 
alumni, staff, and community members. While there 
were eight awards planned for the event, honoring 
students Zah-Rah LaTour and Marcus Garrett, alumni 
Antoinette Anderson and Tyler Williamson, staff 
members Jessica Newman and Lynne White-Dixon, 
and community members Edward Armstrong and 
Helen Rucker, there were two surprise awards within 
the gala.

The first was awarded to CSUMB’s associate vice 
president for inclusive excellence and chief diversity 
officer, Brian Corpening, for his work to improve 
inclusivity on campus. Corpening has fought 
tirelessly for equality, participating in sit-ins and 
fighting for financial and material resources necessary 
to create places like a Black student center. 

“Now it's not about me, never has been. I'm a flawed 
person, very flawed. But the one thing I've always 
believed in is that if I wanted to make it better, I had 
to be willing to sacrifice and commit myself to doing 
exactly that,” said Corpening. 

He continued, speaking a bit on his personal life and 
struggles to get to where he is now. 

He ended by saying, “And that's why I came here, 
and so I’m thankful that I came here. I've met some 
phenomenal people, and I thank all of you. I'm 
blessed, and I will continue to be blessed because I 
will always think about this. So thank you, and I will 
never forget this evening.” 

Before ending the event, President Edward Ochoa 
returned to the virtual stage to announce one final award 
for a community member, Hellen Rucker. President 
Ochoa announced CSUMB would be renaming the 
Center for Black Student Success to the Hellen Rucker 
Center for Black Excellence. 

“Not only does this new name honor Helen Rucker, but 
it also honors and recognizes all the individuals in 
the community who played such an important role in 
bringing about California State University, Monterey 
Bay,” said President Ochoa. “CSUMB owes all of you 
an enormous set of gratitude, and we hope that the Helen 
Rucker Center for black Excellence captures those 
feelings of deep appreciation.”

Rucker was entirely taken by surprise with this 
announcement. “Oh, wow! Wow! Oh, that's all I can say 
is wow! … Thank you. The university that I love. Thank 
you. Thank you. Thank you!” 

CSUMB will be hosting an in-person All Black Gala 
mixer on April 20 to celebrate the Black Excellence of all 
their honorees and their contributions to the CSUMB and 
Monterey County communities. 

Story and photo by Ferris Crosby

The Center for Black Student Success and Writers From 
the Edge hosted Laureates in Conversation, an evening 
full of reading and discussion, this past Wednesday, Feb. 
23, at the World Theater. 

The night opened with a discussion between scholar and 
author Umi Vaughn and Professor Daniel Summerhill, 
Monterey County Poet Laureate. Summerhill’s work 
is proud and straightforward, with the nuance to fully 
encapsulate all sides of the subject matter. His read 
invited the audience to the space and encouraged 
engagement with the performances to follow.  

Zoey Atlas’s powerful voice and precise images of 
her hometown, Los Angeles, captivated the audience. 
Her read was filled with sentiments of nature, such as: 

“nefarious gods in three-piece suits scribble their names 
on bodies on loan from the stars/name those stars after 
themselves/they use that long white beard to sweep the 
whole occasion under our skin.” 

Elizabeth Wiles had a melodic stage presence and 
polished dialogue. Her tempo built the world around her 
poems and invited the audience to fall in.  “Can we take 
all that we desire and spin it new to see what fires/ breathe 
hot enough to lure it out/Curiosity in our veins since 
we can remember/shadows dancing on stage even after 
it’s assembled/ but were still in a cave only loving what 
remembers, something free.”

Through masterful use of language, Roopa Balance 
Singh’s poems were a force with an encouraging sense 
of humor. Her pauses created space for the listener to 
appreciate their time within the poem. She spoke on unity 
in identity, the contradiction in language, and taking 
life breath by breath. “O-n-e spells one. W-o-n spells 
won. As in countries mast as one/as in no war, can be 
won/ By what law is the supreme court legitimate? The 
law of war?/ By war, do you mean asymmetrical, unfair, 
imbalance/one side with artillery and one side with none/ 
this is how your legitimacy was won?”

Tongo Eisen-Martin spoke poetry like conversation. He 
read an array of work, featuring pieces from his new 
collection, “Blood on the Fog.” He expanded on social 
justice through vivid city descriptions that evoke a sense 
of urgency. “I left my watch on the public bathroom sink 
and took the toilet with me/ I threw it at the first bus I 
saw eating single mothers half alive/It flew through the 
line number then on out the front of the white house/ 
Hopefully you find comfort downtown/ But if not, we’ve 
brought you enough cigarette filters to make a decent 
winter coat.”

The floor then opened for audience questions, and the 
dialogue turned to anti-individualism, authenticity, and 
the role of a poet in society. Eisen-Martin said, “We don’t 
have the luxury to be anything but revolutionaries for 
our generation… our only project is to figure out how 
to really stabilize the health of resistance, the sanity of 
resistance, the spirit of resistance.”

All poets featured are worth seeking out, listening to, and 
listening to again. No description does live poetry justice, 
so I close out with parting words from Eisen-Martin.

“We are not only vessels of the universe talking, we are 
vessels of the universe listening. Abandon the quest for 
fruition and really learn to do right by your practices, 
second to second to second to second, line to line, to line, 
poem to poem to poem, and how it plays out, it plays out.”

Tongo Eisen-Martin, Daniel Summerhill and Umi Vaughn discuss 
poetry in the Feb. 23 Writers From the Edge event.
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Brunch on the Bayou
Story and photo by Bryan Chavez 

On Tuesday, Feb. 22, the Dining Commons (DC) held a brunch in place of their 
typical continental breakfast hour. From 11 a.m. to noon, students were able to get 
meals inspired by recipes from New Orleans, Louisiana. 

Items like hashbrown casserole with beef, braised greens, and omelets with 
andouille and collard greens were served under the Flame section of the Dining 
Commons, in place of their usual servings of hamburgers and french fries. A

Alex Perez, the Otter Kitchens marking manager and sustainability coordinator, 
mentioned that bringing “New Orleans inspired meals is meant to bring something 
new and exciting to the DC” and gives new options to try something new beyond 
their typical burgers.

Otters share beloved 
family recipes
Story by Maxwelle Tartaglia
Illustration by Malia Savella

East Campus Resident Advisor (RA) Christina Sullivan 
hosted her own virtual event, “Honoring Family Recipes” 
for students at California State University, Monterey Bay 
(CSUMB) on Feb. 24. 

Sullivan intended for the event to be a casual, low-
pressure event for students living on East Campus to talk 
about recipes special to their families or simply, their 
personal, beloved recipes. 

“Culture, family, and social ties create a lot of meaning in 
our lives,” said Sullivan. “I just wanted to explore how 
food can also do that.” 

Attendees were encouraged to share their own family 
recipes and explain the importance of each dish and what 
memories they connect to their recipe. 

Sullivan even shared her own family recipe, beef 
stroganoff, and explained that family recipes can act as a 
way of expressing love through nonverbal means.

“When my family would make that food it was always 
special to me because it was how they would express their 
love for me when words weren’t there.” Sullivan said.

At long last, the OE 
finally opens
Story by Estrella McDaniel

On Monday, Feb 21, the Otter Express (OE), after being 
closed and remodeled for over two years, reopened to the 
students, staff, and faculty of California State University 
Monterey Bay (CSUMB). 

As the days passed, students got more and more eager to 
try out all the new things it would offer.

“I like how friendly everybody is, the chefs are nice, and 
I feel like if you need something done differently, they 
are so friendly, and I love how amazing they are,” said 
second-year student Jordan Flaum. 

This spot did go through some upgrades, and it made 
some students rather excited to see what would come of 
the new Otter Express. 

Third-year student Gabriel Reyes said “I was here my 
first year, and I remember they used to have a lot of good 
sandwich options like the JBR (a favorite burger from the 
Wow Cafe), etc. I was excited to see that back.” 

There have been many different struggles and hard work 
put into this spot to ensure that the OE could open the day 
it did. 

There are a lot of new additions that are making it to 
where this OE has a smooth and fantastic Grand Opening, 
and even if there are struggles along the way, there’s 
some faith that this spot will be able to overcome it. 

"Dining Commons staff hands out an omelet to a CSUMB student for Brunch of the Bayou on Feb. 22."

“Some benefits are the double registers speed up the 
speed of service which is great,” said Tyler Adams the 
director of dining services at CSUMB. “Also [with] the 
new pizza oven, we’re able to do pizzas to order, instead 
of pre-cooking it ahead of time and then reheating it. 
We’ve got a lot of new equipment and some new culinary 
staff in the back to help with the food.” 

Although it took some time, the wait is finally over, and 
its booming business is ready for everyone to enjoy.

The OE workers are hoping to make as many people as 
happy as possible, with meeting accommodations and 
making the OE an enjoyable experience for everyone. 

Black History Meal
Photos by Paloma Ronquillo

On Feb. 24, Otter Kitchens hosted an event titled Black History Month Meal in the 
Dining Commons. From 11 a.m. to 2 p.m., students, faculty and staff could get a 
meal inspired by Black History Month of grilled chicken and sweet potatoes. 
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Upcoming Events

March 2 Join Undocu-Success and Recreation 
from 2:30 to 4 p.m. for a bike ride along the coast 
and back to campus. The ride will be a 3.8 mile loop 
from campus down to the Recreation Trail, with 
a stop at Fort Ord Dunes State Park for a group 
photo and snacks. 

March 4 The MAESTROs Project will be 
giving information on the steps, requirements and 
recommendations to become a single subject teacher 
at a middle or high school. The event will be held online, 
starting at 1:30 p.m.

March 1 Join the Agribusiness Club in welcoming 
Rick Falcone of Rijk Zwaan, a global vegetable 
breeding company, for a Zoom discussion. The event 
will be held from 6 to 7 p.m.

March 2 & 3 The Undergraduate Research 
Opportunities Center is hosting a Zoom event to help 
students create a professional digital portfolio. The 
March 3 workshop will build off of concepts established 
in Folio Lab 1.0. Both events will start at 4 p.m.

Casual Coastal Bike 
Ride

How to Become a High 
School Teacher 101

Agribusiness Club 
Guest Speaker Series: 
Rick Falcone 

Folio Lab 1.0 & 2.0 

Classroom Behavior 
Strategies Workshop
March 4 The MAESTEOs Project is putting on a 
second Zoom event at 2:30 p.m., led by Josh Harrower. 
The virtual workshop will focus on classroom 
management strategies and activities to help better 
engage student learning. 

Cooking with CSUMB
March 3 Basic Needs is putting on their monthly 
Cooking with CSUMB Zoom event. Join the Zoom 
meeting at 3 p.m. to watch staff and faculty cook their 
favorite dishes. All students who attend will be entered 
into a raffle for a $25 gift card for groceries and a big 
kitchen item.

Women’s History 
Trivia Night
March 4 East Campus is putting on a trivia night 
to celebrate the accomplishments of women, in honor 
of women’s month. Join them on Zoom from 5 to 6 p.m.

Hip-Hop Workshop
March 5 Get in touch with the Otter Dance Team 
for tickets to the hip-hop workshop at the CSUMB 
dance studio. Pre-sale tickets are $5, but tickets can 
be purchased at the door for $7. The three-hour 
workshop will start at 1 p.m. 

Learn to crochet with 
this cozy workshop
Photos by Ferris Crosby

Tortuga Hall Resident Advisor, 
Hannah Paige led a Cozy Crochet 
Workshop last Thursday Feb. 
24. Students of all skill levels 
were welcome to the event and 
were given bundles of supplies. 
Attendees were introduced to 
foundational knots, stitches, and 
techniques. Those who RSVPed 
ahead of time were entered to win 
a free crochet kit. 

Left: Hannah Paige shows attendees one of the projects she 
made during the Feb. 24 Cozy Crochet Workshop.
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Women's Golf
Feb. 21-22 @ Bay Area Invitational
6th place out of 13 teams

Game Results
Feb. 24 vs Cal Poly Pomona
L 71 - 68

Feb. 26 vs Cal State San Bernardino
L 109 - 95

Women's Basketball Men's Basketball
Feb. 26 vs Cal State San Bernardino
L 67 - 56

Softball
Feb. 23 @ Academy of Art (Game 1)
W 9 - 0 (5 innings)

Feb. 23 @ Academy of Art (Game 2)
W 5 - 3 

Feb. 25 @ SF State (Game 1)
W 2 - 1

Feb. 25 @ SF State (Game 2)
W 16 - 15

Feb. 26 @ SF State (Game 3)
L 4 - 3

Feb. 26 @ SF State (Game 4)
L 7 - 1

Women's Water Polo
Feb. 25 @ Cal Lutheran University
L 11 - 10

Feb. 25 vs Long Island University
L 13 - 7

Feb. 26 vs Cal State Northridge
L 11 - 9

Feb. 26 vs Cal Baptist
L 8 - 4

Otters outmatched 
by Broncos 

Story by Daniel Gallo

California State University, Monterey Bay's (CSUMB) men's basketball team came 
up short against Cal Poly Pomona, losing the close game 68-71 on Feb. 24.

The Broncos' 2-3 zone defense challenged the Otter offense in the early minutes, 
allowing Pomona to secure an early lead. 

Forward guard Kyle Johnson (#1) helped CSUMB find its footing in The Kelp Bed, 
completing a turnaround jump shot followed by an impressive dunk. 

A steal by Tommy Kramer (#14) set the stage for the Otters to find a 16-point lead-in 
end of the first half, sending the ball to senior guard Jordan May (#12), who secured a 
layup before the Broncos could respond.

CSUMB head coach Isaac Williams cautioned the team to wait out the clock and 
maintain possession with 30 seconds on the clock. 

May found his way into the paint in the final 3 seconds, scoring a layup and closing 
the half 37-30. 

The second half was a tight back and forth battle between both teams, the Broncos 
inching towards the lead, but the Otters claimed control of the scoreboard after a 
putback dunk scored by Johnson.

Senior forward Noah Stapes (#23) delivered on Thursday night with his three back-to-
back 3-pointers, leaving CSUMB fans at the edge of their seats as the team found their 
way back to a 50-49 lead. 

Pomona's defense caught up with CSUMB, preventing them from completing shots 
and neutralizing their accuracy as the game came to a close. 

The Otters prepare for the CCAA tournament in Arcata next week. 

Baseball
Feb. 25 vs Cal State East Bay (Game 1)
W 9 - 1

Feb. 26 vs Cal State East Bay (Game 2)
L 6 - 5 

Feb. 26 vs Cal State East bay (Game 3)
W 3 - 0

Feb. 27 vs Cal State East Bay (Game 4)
W 10 - 2
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Otters face off against 
East Bay in 4-game series

Upcoming Games

Go buy your tickets Go buy your tickets 
ahead of time on the ahead of time on the 
Hometown Fan AppHometown Fan App

Softball
March 4 vs Cal State East Bay
(Double-header) 4 p.m. & 6 p.m.

March 5 vs Cal State East Bay
(Double-header) Noon & 2 p.m.

Men's Basketball
March 3-5 @ CCAA Tournament

Women's Water Polo
March 4 vs Ottawa University Arizona
10 a.m.

March 4 vs Chapman University
3 p.m.

March 5 vs Connecticut College
10:15 a.m.

March 5 vs La Salle University
2 p.m.

Baseball
March 4 @ Sonoma State
2 p.m.

March 5 @ Sonoma State
(Double-header) 11 a.m. & 2 p.m.

March 6 @ Sonoma State
11 a.m.

Women's Golf
Feb. 28-March. 1 
@ Tim Tierney Pioneer Shootout
Starts at 8 a.m. both days

Story and photos by Bryan Chavez

The California State University, Monterey Bay 
(CSUMB) Otters played their two games in a four-game 
series against the California State University, East Bay 
(CSUEB) Pioneers on Feb. 26. In the first game of the 
day, both teams played tough, but East Bay won in the 
end with a close score of 6-5. 

The game had a slow start with Manny Garcia (#9) of 
the Pioneers scored by the end of the first inning. 

At the top of the second inning, CSUEB’s Donovan 
Bailey (#21) slid into home. CSUMB’s Sam Nastari 
(#28) tagged Bailey as he reached the base, making it 
a close call. The umpire ultimately called Bailey out, 
ending the inning for the Pioneers. East Bay fans were 
notably upset about this call. 

The score did not change until the fourth inning, where 
the game started to pick up when both teams scored, 
making the score 2-1. 

By the bottom of the sixth inning, the Otters started to 
make a hard comeback when Brady Miguel (#3), Jason 
Ajamian (#27), and Chris Rubottom (#22) each scored 
one by one, bumping the score to 2-4, with the Otters in 
the lead. 

The Pioneers returned the same energy at the top of the 
eighth inning when Francisco Pedraza (#13) hit a home 
run to left field and scored three runs by the end of the 
inning, making the teams tied with a score of 5-5. 

During the top of ninth inning, Garcia (#9) scored again, 
pushing the score to 6-5. With one more chance to catch 
up, bases loaded, and one out, Jacob Martin (#23) hit 
center field, grounding Rubottom (#22) into a double play 
and getting Martin out at first base. 

Despite losing the first match of the day, the Otters made 
a comeback during the night-cap with a score of 0-3. The 
Otters won both the other games of the four-part series, 
with scores of 9-1 on the Feb. 25 game, and a score of 
10-2 on the Feb. 27 game.

CSUMB's Sam Nastari (#28) traps East Bay's runner in a pickle 
between 3rd and home plate in the Feb. 26 game.

East Bay's Austin Alvarez (#41) is up to bat, while the Otters discuss their strategy in the Feb. 26 game.Chris Rubottom (#22) signals to fellow Otter, Brady Miguel (#3) as he runs towards home base on Feb. 
26 game against East Bay.
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What is a song that gets you hyped?
Otter Chatter by Bryan Chavez

Katherine Davis
Cinematic Arts & Technology
Third-Year

“I don't know how to pronounce it. It’s 
called ‘Molchat Doma?’ I don't know 
who came first, Joy Division or them, 
but it sounds like it's almost inspired. It 
gets me hyped because of that whole 
intro part where it's like ‘duh nuh nuh 
nuh nuh nuh nuh’, I just start nodding 
my head. I always put it on when I'm 
about to start painting or something 
or basically when I do anything. It just 
gets me focused and the beats are nice.”

“Probably ‘Thy Mission’ by the 
Garden. It reminds me of my band 
cause we would always get really 
crazy to that song and we’d always 
be screaming the song together and 
it was really fun.”

Destiny Guerrero
Psychology
Third-year

“A song that gets me hyped right now is 
a song called ‘The Rumbling’ by a band 
called SiM. It's actually an opening for 
an anime called ‘Attack on Titan’ and 
there’s a lot of energy. It's like a metal 
song with a little bit of screamo in it  and 
it hypes me up a lot. I listen to it when I 
work out.”

Christian Mcinerney
Cinematic Arts & Technology
Fourth-year

Get cozy with Unpacking
Story and screenshot by Arianna Nalbach
Illustration by Malia Savella

“Unpacking” is the perfect game to play to unwind and relax. 
The indie game was released on Nov. 1, 2021, and was 
developed by Witch Beam. It is available for the Nintendo 
Switch, Mac, Windows, Linux, and the Xbox and retails for 
$19.99.

The game has received and been nominated for a variety of 
awards. It won the AGDA 2021 Game of the Year award 
and was awarded for Excellence in Accessibility. 

“Unpacking” doubles as a zen puzzle game and a decorating 
simulator. As the name suggests, you must unpack a home, 
ranging from a kids' bedroom to an entire house. Players 
will discover the main character’s story through all the 
items she takes with her or leaves behind as she moves to 
new homes.

That being said, “Unpacking” is not very narrative-driven 
and instead lets the player uniquely discover the underlying 
story. “Unpacking” doesn’t use any cutscenes or voice-over, 
but it does give little insight into the character’s mindset 
when you finish a level. 

At the end of each level, a screenshot of the last room you 
finished is added to a scrapbook with a sentence or two 
about what she was thinking about at the time. 

The game has a charming yet highly detailed pixel art style. 
Each room has a ton of items and details within them - from 
items already placed, to dust collecting on appliances, to 
all of the knick-knacks, clothes, and other things the main 
character takes with her from home to home.

“Unpacking” also has a lovely soundtrack to accompany it, 
by BAFTA award-winning composer and audio director Jeff 
van Dyck.

“Unpacking” is technically a puzzle game, but it likely won’t 
leave players wholly stuck at what to do. The puzzle is 
essentially just finding the correct room for everything to go 
in.

It allows the player a lot of freedom, but every item should 
go in roughly the right area to finish the level. Dishes can’t 
go in the bathroom; clothes can’t go in the kitchen. 

While “Unpacking” does have many features to boast about, 
it is not a perfect game. For a $20 price tag, it is short. The 
game’s narrative ends abruptly and can be completed in 
under five hours. 

8-Bit

Most players can likely complete the story in roughly 
three hours. “Unpacking” is a great game, but it is 
probably better to wait for it to go on sale because it 
is so short. 

Additionally, the more significant levels can get 
mildly infuriating trying to find every item to go 
in a room. Everything is packed into the boxes is 
somewhat chaotic - you can find clothes and plates in 
the same box. 

With the more significant levels, this can get 
annoying, having to continue going between all the 
different rooms just to put one item in the correct 
room.

Outside of the short gameplay for the price tag and 
slightly annoying levels later in the game, there isn’t 
too much to complain about in “Unpacking.”

“Unpacking” has next to no bugs and always runs 
smoothly, allowing players just to relax and immerse 
themselves in the game without having to worry 
about something crashing or going wrong.

“Unpacking” is a fantastic game to unwind with; it is 
relaxing, and players can do everything at their own 
pace.

March 4 vs Cal State East Bay
(Double-header) 4 p.m. & 6 p.m.

March 5 vs Cal State East Bay
(Double-header) Noon & 2 p.m.
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tcnitex usursagoste

irtrecspots torrapicolev

ytranonsauurs sicsarju

silsof orteme

rictohisrep lytcadoretp

Can you unscramble these 
dinosaur-related words to 
reveal their true meaning?

Answers:

Extinct, Stegosaurus, 
Triceratops, 

Velociraptor, 
Tyrannosaurus, 
Jurassic, Fossil, 

Meteor, Prehistoric, 
Pterodactyl 

#stopstreetharrassment
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