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Chancellor Castro cracks 
under growing pressure of 
Title IX case handling 

Story by Arianna Nalbach
Illustration by Malia Savella 

Joseph I. Castro has resigned from the California 
State University (CSU) Chancellor position after 
mounting pressure from how he handled a 2019 Title 
IX complaint against CSU Fresno’s vice president of 
student affairs, Frank Lamas.  

Castro was appointed CSU Chancellor just over one 
year ago, in October 2020. He held the chancellor 
position for just over one year, with his resignation 
becoming official on Feb. 17.  

The Board of Trustees has yet to appoint a new 
chancellor to fill Castro’s position and they are 
currently finalizing a succession plan to replace him. 
For the time being, Executive Vice Chancellor and 
Chief Financial Officer Steve Relyea will serve as 
acting chancellor. 

After the Title IX case resurfaced, Castro explained in 
an open letter to the CSU community that in order to 
expedite Lamas’s removal from Fresno’s campus and 
ensure he would not be allowed to work at any other 
CSU campus, he agreed to a settlement in which he 
had to write Lamas a letter of reference he could use 
for other jobs.

However, Castro did not disclose in his email 
that this settlement also included a $260,000 
payout and retirement package for Lamas. His 
letter of recommendation also did not disclose the 
investigation against Lamas or why he was removed 
from campus.

Expecting everyone to immediately forgive Castro 
and have the situation blow over quickly seems a bit 
ridiculous - an apology won’t undo the damage and 
additional pain Castro’s actions caused for victims. 

 While Castro’s apology was very much necessary 
and his email implied he had intention to improve the 
CSU’s efforts for the prevention and redress of sexual 
miscounduct, he will not be sticking around to see it 
through. 

Instead, Castro appears to have cracked under the 
pressure put on by CSU students, faculty and staff. 
After still receiving backlash from how the 2019 Title 
IX complaint was handled, even after issuing a public 
apology, Castro chose to resign. 

He explained he made this decision to keep the 
CSU community focused on students’s education. 

“The decision to resign is the most difficult of my 
professional life,” Castro said.

Fourth-year, Anna Stubler said “I don't know a lot 
about the situation, but I know when I saw he wrote a 
recommendation letter for Lamas I thought that was 
pretty bad. I'm sure he was under a lot of pressure 
to resign and it would be great if we can find a new 
Chancellor that has a good commitment to supporting 
Title IX. I'm not sure he should have been appointed 
after a settlement like that in the first place."

The Board of Trustees revealed they were unaware 
of the concerns regarding Castro’s response to 
the allegations against Lamas until early February 
2022. 

It would have shown more dedication to 
keeping the CSU safe and truly recognizing his 
wrongdoings if Castro had stuck through to ensure 
better Title IX prevention was implemented into 
the system.

However, the Board of Trustees has announced 
they intend to launch a systemwide Title 
IX assessment, which will begin in March 
on Fresno State’s campus. They stated the 
goal of the assessment is to provide “insights, 
recommendations and resources to help 
advance CSU's Title IX and civil rights training, 
awareness, prevention, intervention, compliance, 
accountability, and support systems.”

Opinion
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Social Justice Dialogue 
discusses social media

Story by Bryan Chavez
Illustration by Malia Savella

On Feb. 18, the Making Accessible and Effective 
Systems for Teacher Readiness Outcomes 
(MAESTROs) program on campus held a virtual 
presentation on the steps to take during students’s 
educational pathway to becoming a teacher. 

Betsi Solis, the outreach, engagement, & student 
transition coordinator for the MAESTROs program, 
started the presentation by asking students what 
grade levels they were most interested in teaching in 
their careers. Most answers ranged from wanting to 
teach first through fifth grade with few wanting to 
teach high school students. 

From here, Solis was able to gauge which path 
students can take based on their responses. She 
recommended students get their bachelor’s degree as 
a liberal studies major followed by a year of getting 
their credentials to teach kindergarten through 6th 
grade or special education. 

Despite this recommendation, students can take a 
number of paths to becoming the kind of teacher they 
want to be as explained by Solis and her colleagues. 
Students from any year and major are welcome to 
join the MAESTROs program. Anyone who wants 
to become a teacher qualifies to join the program, no 
matter the level of credentials they have. 

Solis and Margaret Dominguez, the project manager 
for MAESTROs, want all students to be aware of 
the steps needed to get teaching credentials based on 
their desired teaching career. 

Students learn how to become 
a teacher with MAESTROs

During their final year, students will need to complete 
the California Basic Educational Skill Test (CBEST) 
and/or California Subject Examinations for Teachers 
(CSET) exams.

However, Dominguez explained California governor 
Gavin Newsom made it so you don’t have to take 
the CBEST if you pass certain general education 
classes with a B or higher. Students should schedule 
a one-on-one meeting with their credential advisor to 
look over their transcripts to see if they qualify for an 
exam waiver. 

Students will take a specific CSET exam based on 
their desired subject to teach. For example, if a 
student wanted to be a math teacher, they would take 
the CSET for math. If students want to teach the 
subject they majored in, they may be able to get the 
CSET exam waived, depending on their grades.

Students should speak with their advisors to see if 
they qualify for any exam waivers. 

When a student is in their senior year, they will need 
to start applying for credential programs to take after 
they graduate. There are three main pathways for 
credential programs, including elementary education, 
secondary education (middle and high school), and 
special education. 

Students can apply to any university for their 
credential programs, but should be sure to look into 
each credential program because the requirements 
and steps may vary. 

Many credential programs will include requirements such 
as experience working with youth, first-aid training, an 
essay on why you want to become a teacher and a formal 
interview. 

Students will need to start applying to credential 
programs during their final year of their bachelor’s 
degree if they want to start the program in the summer. It 
is advised for aspiring teachers to try and maintain grades 
of B’s or higher, connect with professors and mentors and 
attend workshops throughout their bachelor’s degree. 

For more information, students can meet with someone 
from MAESTROs to discuss possible programs and 
pathways for them. Students an email maestros@csumb.
edu, Betsi Solis (besolis@csumb.edu), or Margaret 
dominguez (margdominguez@csumb.edu). To find job 
opportunities in education, visit  https://www.edjoin.org/.

Story by Ferris Crosby
Illustration by Malia Savella

The Otter Cross Cultural Center (OC3) held another 
one of their Social Justice Dialogues this past Thursday, 
Feb. 17, focusing on Prioritizing the Local: The 
Consequences of Social Media and Women's Rights.

Wendy Feng, the OC3’s Courageous Conversations 
Student Coordinator, established the event's ground 
rules in her introduction. Due to the nature of these 
events, many details cannot be taken out of the OC3 
room. This is to protect the boundaries set in place that 
allow students to feel comfortable. 

Feng defined the boundaries by stating “CSUMB is our 
community. Leave all labels at the door, it is okay not 
to know everything, and what is said here stays here, 
what is learned here leaves here.”

She then rolls into the first topic, social media and 
algorithms. Since algorithms are based on relevancy 
instead of publish time, they can be biased and learn 
to attack people at their most vulnerable. An example 
of this could be cheap Las Vegas tickets advertised to 
gambling addicts. 

It goes beyond personal impact, with Facebook moving 
300,000 people to go to the polls who otherwise would 
not have voted, through targeted ads. That is enough 
to drastically change an election, and depending on 
the ads, it could manipulate voters' choices. The 
documentary, “Coded Bias,” is a cited source of this 
information as well as further education Feng has on 
the subject. 

When applying a gendered lens, it is apparent that 
despite women influencing 85% of all purchasing 
decisions and purchasing over 50% of traditional 
male products, including automobiles, there are few 

women represented in the technology field. Just 16% 
of engineering roles and 27% of computing roles are 
held by women in the U.S. and these employees quit 
at a shocking 50%, based on research conducted by 
Accenture and Girls Who Code. 

The takeaway is to think critically about media 
consumption, and keep in mind, “who is this for? Who 
profits off of me seeing this [and] feeling this way?” 
asked Feng. 

Special Guest Itzel Godinez, a fourth-year HCOM 
major, guided members into the event's second topic, 
women's rights. Having grown up in Watsonville and 
currently studying abroad in Germany, she spoke on 
paving the road for those in her community.

She opened the conversation by defining implicit 
and explicit expectations. She defined implicit 

“expectations of service not fully expressed or stated 
but certainly implied” and explicit as, “expectations of 
service that are clearly provided or given,” and offered 
examples of both. 

This language was used throughout the remainder of 
the talk, defining the implicit expectations on Latinx 
women and reproductive labor. 

The conversation was lively as those in attendance 
shared their own experiences navigating their 
families’s expectations for them. It was a conversation 
that resonated with those in attendance and offered an 
extremely accepting outlet. 

This is an ongoing series on campus. For students 
interested in safe spaces for complex conversations, 
follow the OC3 instagram page or pop by room 301 in 
the Otter Student Union to be a part of the next one. 
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Celebrating 
Valentine's Day

Story and photo by Maxwelle Tartaglia

Honor society’s officers, Molly Leach and Bobbee Cresci hosted a tabling event outside 
of the Otter Student Union on Monday, Feb. 14, to celebrate Valentine’s Day at California 
State University, Monterey Bay (CSUMB).

Leach and Cresci came equipped with buckets full of baby pink carnations for students at 
CSUMB to take. 

Students inside the OSU were offered a carnation, while students who attended the 
tabling event could grab as many as they wanted.

“We’re just out here trying to spread a little love,” said Leach.

Lab coat 
decorations
Story and photo by Bryan Chavez

On Feb. 20, RA Dakota Nance from Cypress Hall held a lab coat decoration 
event. From 3 to 4 p.m., students were able to come into the Cypress Hall 
kitchen in Divarty Quad to choose from a selection of free patches to iron on 
their lab coats. 

Nance said she put on the event to “give students an opportunity to personalize 
their lab coats and get them excited about science while also expressing their 
individuality in the classroom.” 

For previous students, lab coat decorations have been big events that everyone 
seemed to enjoy. Nance mentioned that the event was a success and wants to 
hold more like it in the future. 

Rush Week reveals the truth 
of Greek Life commitment 
Story by Estrella McDaniel

As the second week of rush week comes to an end, so 
does the hard work that was put in to gain more people 
for their organizations.  

A lot goes into the rush week before this event happens; 
it is a well-thought-out process to ensure that people get 
involved in Greek life to find the best community for 
them. 

“We first have to think about the theme,” said Riley 
Romero, vice president of external affairs for Kappa 
Sigma Fraternity. “The theme is the biggest part in terms 
of what rush week starts off with, that’s our first step, and 
once we get that assigned, then we start going into the 
events.” 

Creating a theme for each organization helps them build 
their events around it and come up with cool new things 
to do for their interests.  

While some organizations just come up with themes, 
others go as far as designing different shirts to go with it 
to help inspire people to join. 

“I would say it’s around two months' worth of planning,” 
said Laila Norwood, recruitment head for Theta Alpha 
Sigma Sorority. “We have to discuss potential themes, 
develop designs for the shirts, paint letters, and plan 
events. It’s difficult coming up with creative and fun 
events that would get everyone’s engagement.” 

Some organizations have traditional events they do every 
year, while others come up with new ones they think will 
be entertaining for potential new members. 

“For Kappa Sigma especially, we do the night of nuggets 
where we buy 1,000 chicken nuggets from McDonald's 
and have a night where we invite all of our interests or 
anyone that might want to join, and they eat chicken 
nuggets with us that night,” said Romero. 

Along with events, the theme can be something that 
can relate to individuals today, which is what different 
organizations try to do. The inspiration towards 
specific themes could have to do with something 
popular from that year. 

“When trying to get more people interested in joining, 
we try to come up with themes and events that are 
currently popular. Cow print and cowboy hats have 
been extremely popular, so we thought it would be 
best to go with a western theme,” said Norwood. 

A lot that goes into the Rush Week is keeping in 
contact with potential new members and ensuring that 
not only they like the interests, but that the interests 
like them and feel comfortable with them. 

Chances are, there will be a place for you when 
it comes to Greek Life, seeing as there are many 
different organizations to choose from that will ensure 
you find the people you will call your brothers and 
sisters for life. 

Otter Kitchens participates 
in “Delight-Ful”
Story by Daniel Gallo
Photos courtesy of Otter Kitchens

Otter Kitchens invited students to The 
Dining Commons (DC) at California State 
University, Monterey Bay (CSUMB), to 
participate in the Delight-Ful challenge for 
Random Acts of Kindness Day on Feb. 17. 

From sending letters to a troop through the 
A Million Thanks Foundation, to bringing 
items to donate for Basic Needs, the event 
brought a variety of opportunities for 
attendees to spread and share the love. 

Students were eligible to win prizes by 
passing along compliments on social 
media using the Otter Kitchens hashtag.

Extra additions and features included 
colorful salads at The Rooted Station, a 
spring toast bar, and a sweet shop station 
where students could receive and give 
cookies with stickers to friends. 

The challenge was another part of the 
Joyful Series that kicked off with the 
Thankful Food Festival in November 2021. 

The newly launched Dining Service 
Committee holds virtual meetings for 
students to share positive feedback while 
suggesting changes they'd like to see. 

Otter Kitchen's Marketing Manager 
Alexandra Perez is excited for the future 
of dining on campus. "We're taking all the 
feedback in," Perez said. "Changing our 
process and improving the experience." 

The highly anticipated return of the Otter 
Express will take place next week.  

Students who passed along compliments on social 
media using the Otter Kitchens hashtag were eligible 
to win prizes for Random Acts of Kindness Day.

Participants from Delight-Ful grab a bite to eat at 
the Dining Commons on Feb. 17.

Dakota Nance showing 
off her customized lab 
coat on Feb. 18.  

Molly Leach (left) 
and Bobbee Cresci 
(right) representing 
the Honor's Scoiety on 
Feb. 14. 
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Otters 4-game series against 
APU off to a rocky start
Story by Victoria White
Photo by Paloma Ronquillo

The Otters started the first game of a four-game series 
Thursday evening against Azusa Pacific University 
(APU). APU started the game off strong and while the 
Otters played tough, they were unable to pull ahead. 
APU won the game with a score of 6-1.

A series of wild pitches from California State University, 
Monterey Bay’s (CSUMB) Ethan McRae #25 allowed 
the Eagles’s Aaron Roose (#8) and Will Stroud (#27) 
to walk on base. With Roose on second and Stroud on 
first, a passed ball allowed both to advance with their 
teammate Omar Lopez (#45), who claimed first base. 

With the bases loaded, the stands collectively held their 
breaths as the next batter for APU stepped up to the 
plate. The Eagles’s Casey O’Laughlin (#9) grounded 
into a double play, but the Otters rallied and managed 
to get Lopez, O’Laughlin, and Stroud out, but Aaron 
Roose (#8) made it home safe.

At the bottom of the first inning, CSUMB evened the 
score. The Otters’s Chase Lindemann (#9) hit a double 
out to left field, and when his teammate Chris Rubottom 
(#22) sent a hit flying out to right field, Lindemann stole 
third base. With Charlie Nasuti (#6) up to bat next, the 
opportunity was ripe for scoring. Natsuti hit a double, 
allowing Lindemann to make it safely to home base and 
get CSUMB on the scoreboard. 

The second, third, fourth, and fifth innings were an 
intense battle between the two teams - a series of wild 
pitches and foul balls, keeping either team from making 
significant headway on the score.

Azusa made their big push at the top of the sixth inning. 
Omar Lopez (#45) hit a single to right field and safely 
made it to first base. Casey O’Laughlin (#9) walked to 
first base on balls which advanced Lopez to second. Brett 
Soria (#1) hit a single out to left field shortly afterward, 
which allowed O’Laughlin to reach second while Lopez 
scored another run for the Eagles.

The following scoring opportunity came in the top 
of the eighth inning. APU’s Will Stroud (#27) was 
hit by a pitch and walked to first base. Omar Lopez 
(#45) tripled to the right-center, and Stroud slid 
home. Next up was Casey O’Laughlin (#9), who 
walked to first base. Azusa's Tido Robles (#5) pulled 
out all the stops and hit a home run out to left field, 
which allowed him and his two other teammates to 
make it to home base and score for the Eagles. 

CSUMB tried to answer the challenge placed by 
APU, but unfortunately could not score for the rest of 
the game. 

The Otters continue their four-game series against 
Azusa Pacific Friday and Saturday with two games 
on Feb. 17, with APU winning the first game with a 
score of 4-6 and CSUMB winning the second game 
with a score of 10-4. The final match took place on 
Saturday, Feb. 19 and ended in a loss of 16-18. For 
more information, game schedules, and live streams, 
visit https://otterathletics.com/ 

Softball takes on Chico State
Story by Estrella McDaniel

On Friday, Feb. 18, the California State University 
Monterey Bay (CSUMB) softball team battled 
fiercely against Chico State University. 

It was a breezy, semi-cloudy day for the students, 
players, and parents coming from both Monterey and 
Chico.

Although it resulted in a loss of 0-2, CSUMB still 
played their hardest and did not go down without a 
fight. 

“Our pitcher is awesome, and the energy has been 
great, especially on defense,”  said fourth-year Maya 
Richardson. “There have been a few good defensive 
plays, and there’s definitely potential to win.”

The players and coach seemed to have a good head on 
their shoulders and played hard no matter what. It was 
a struggle at the beginning for the team to get into the 
groove of things. 

“Right now, we’re just struggling with situational hitting 
… and we just need to get our offense going,” said 
Brittney Perez (#19). “Our defense is doing really good, 
and our pitching is on point right now.” 

It was hard for the team to get into their hitting, but 
every person in the game did great and played hard. 

Although the team didn’t come out on top this time, 
there will always be other games for them to crush their 
opponents in the near future. 

Softball will be heading to San Francisco to take on the 
Academy of Art on Feb. 23.

Play board games in a new way 
with the Board Game Relay

Story and photo by Daniel Gallo

Students tested their strategic skills in the Game Night Board Game Relay 
hosted by First Year Housing in the Yarrow Hall Lobby on Feb. 17. 

The event started with a practice round as attendees learned the fundamentals 
of Sequence, where Connect Four meets a deck of cards, the objective being to 
accumulate chains of straight lines. 

For those looking to break into one of the classics, there was No Stress Chess, 
packaged with cards explaining the movement of each piece. 

The two-player turn-based Mancala was another available strategy 
game. Players must capture the most stones to secure victory, moving 
counterclockwise around the board. 

The acclaimed Exploding Kittens that started in 2015 also made its way to the 
relay. Players draw cards and try to avoid explosions, similar to the gameplay of 
the famous Russian Roulette. 

Other available games included the colored board game Blokus and the territory-
based Go, that's easy to learn but hard to master. The Board Game Relay was 
packed full of fan favorites and hidden gems from the world of strategy games. 

Alex Verdugo getting ready for a game of chess on Feb. 17.

Otters pitcher, fourth-year Joseph Standley (#20), faces Cougars utility player, third-year Will Stroud (#27), on Feb. 17. 
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Upcoming Games

Go buy your tickets Go buy your tickets 
ahead of time on the ahead of time on the 
Hometown Fan AppHometown Fan App

Softball
Feb. 23 @ Academy of Art
(Double-header) Noon & 2 p.m.

Feb. 25 @ San Francisco State
(Double-header) Noon & 2 p.m.

Feb. 26 @ San Francisco State
(Double-header) Noon & 2 p.m.

Men's Basketball
Feb. 24 @ Cal Poly Pomona
7:30 p.m.

Feb. 26 @ Cal State San Bernardino
3 p.m.

Women's Basketball

Women's Water Polo
Feb. 25 @ Cal Lutheran University
8 a.m.

Feb. 25 vs Long Island University
2:15 p.m.

Feb. 26 vs Cal State Northridge
10:30 a.m.

Feb. 26 vs Cal Baptist
4:45 p.m.

Feb. 24 vs Cal Poly Pomona
5:30 p.m.

Feb. 26 vs Cal State San Bernardino
1 p.m.

Baseball
Feb. 25 vs Cal State East Bay
6 p.m.

Feb. 26 vs Cal State East Bay
(Double-header) 2 p.m. & 5 p.m.

Feb. 27 vs Cal State East Bay
11 a.m.

Men's Golf
Feb. 21-22 @ Bay Area Invitational
Starts at 8 a.m. both days

Otters play an intense 
game against APU
Story and photos by Bryan Chavez

On Feb. 19, the Otters played their fourth and 
final game of their four-game series against 
Azusa Pacific University (APU) last week. The 
two teams fought long and hard even after their 
previous games with each other the past three 
days, but in the end APU pulled ahead with a 
score of 18-16. 

APU had a strong start against the otters with six 
runs in the first inning and a total score of 6 to 4.  

During the bottom of the fourth inning, Jacob 
Martin (#23) hit a home run and by the end of it, 
the teams were now neck to neck. 

Later, during the top of fifth inning, an incident 
occured where APU player Aaron Roose (#8) 
took a dive on third base and Nico Hartojo (#8) 
stepped on Roose’s hand with his cleats while 
trying to catch the ball. 

The game was quickly put to a pause and Roose 
received first aid attention. While the condition of 
his hand is unknown, Roose was at least able to 
power through and finish the play. 

By the bottom of the sixth inning, yet another 
home run was scored for the Otters by Adrian 
Collazo (#15) making the score 14-13. 

Otters's infielder, third-year Jacob Martin (#23), hitting a 3-run homerun to tie 
the game 8-8, in the 4th inning. on Feb. 19. 

“We didn’t start off too hot, giving up six runs in the 
first inning, but we really fought back and made it a 
close game all throughout the way so it was really 
exciting. I like the way we fight and our bats really 
got better as the game went on,” said Monterey’s 
Sam Nastari (#28). 

“Today I think we showed a good strat in our bats, 
we’re taking a lot better pitches, a lot better fast 
balls, laying off the things outside of the zone so I 
would say that’s really what we improved on as this 
week rolled on,” said Nastari. “In practice, we’re just 
gonna keep grinding and just getting better everyday 
as a team.” 

Nico Hartojo (#8) and Adrian Collazo (#15), celebrating with Cooper Smith 
(#17), as they score on his grand-slam in the 6th inning on Feb. 19.

The CSUMB Otters and APU Cougars shaking hands postgame 
on Feb. 19. 
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Nintendo has a lot in store 
for Switch fans 
Story by Arianna Nalbach
Illustration by Malia Savella

Nintendo held their first “Nintendo Direct” livestream 
of 2022 on Feb. 9. The 40-minute livestream was 
packed with upcoming game announcements, new 
downloadable content (DLC), and updates.

Fans of the “Fire Emblem” series will be delighted to 
hear Nintendo Direct opened with a trailer for “Fire 
Emblem Warriors: Three Hopes.” This game will be 
set in the same universe as the 2019 installment to the 
series, “Three Houses.”

Nintendo also revealed a few games that will be 
getting ported to the Switch in the upcoming months. 
The 2016 game “No Man’s Sky” will be coming to 
the Switch this summer. Fans of the “Portal” series 
can also look forward to both “Portal 1” and “Portal 
2” coming to the Switch this year with the “Portal” 
Companion Collection. 

The Direct dove into more detail on two upcoming 
games, showing off gameplay aspects for “Splatoon 3” 
and “Kirby and the Forgotten Land.” 

“Splatoon” fans got an in-depth look at how the 
Salmon Run game mode will function in “Splatoon 
3,'' featuring new weapons, enemies, and quality-of-
life updates to the game. “Splatoon 3” will be coming 
to the Switch sometime in 2022. 

However, the newest “Kirby” game is fast-
approaching, and Nintendo treated fans with a look 
into some of the new forms Kirby can take on in “the 
Forgotten Land,” called Mouthful Mode. These will 
function differently than the copy abilities “Kirby” 
fans are familiar with and will be available to Kirby, 
depending on the object he inhales. 

Nintendo also showed off a bit of the story for 
“Kirby and the Forgotten Land.” The trailer explained 
Kirby will need to go and rescue Waddle Dees. As 
he saves more Waddle Dees, Waddle Dee Town will 
continue to grow, providing more resources to the 
player as they progress through the game.

Find out all “Kirby and the Forgotten Land” has to 
offer when it launches on March 25. Pre-orders are 
available now through the Nintendo eShop.

One of the most surprising aspects of the Nintendo 
Direct was the announcement of a new iteration of 
the “Wii Sports,” the best-selling game on the Wii. 
Fans of “Wii Sports” will see the return of some of 
the classic “Wii Sports” minigames, including tennis, 
bowling, and chambara.

Three new sports will be joining the line-up as well 
- soccer, badminton, and volleyball. For players who 
buy a physical copy of the game, it will come with a 
leg strap where you can play the Shootout mode for 
soccer, with intuitive kicking motions. The leg strap 
accessory will be available to purchase separately 
for people who buy a digital download version of 

“Nintendo Switch Sports.”

“Nintendo Switch Sports” will support local 
multiplayer for family and friends playing on one 
Switch and online multiplayer for all sports.

“Nintendo Switch Sports” will be launching on April 
29. Nintendo already has two updates planned for 
the game in the summer and fall. They plan to add 
compatibility to play full soccer matches with the leg 
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strap accessory in the summer. For now, players can get 
used to the leg strap accessory with Shootout mode. They 
are planning a second free update for the fall, which will 
add golf to the game. 

Nintendo also held an online play test for “Nintendo 
Switch Sports” through Feb. 18 - 20. Players with a 
Nintendo Switch Online membership could get a sneak 
peek at bowling, chambara, and tennis during set times. 

One of the final announcements in the livestream was for 
the “Mario Kart 8 Deluxe - Booster Course Pass.” This 
paid DLC will add 48 total new courses to the game by 
the end of 2023. Eight courses will be released at a time 
in six different waves.

The DLC will include a mix of remastered courses from 
past “Mario Kart” games and new courses. Wave one 
will feature Coconut Mall from the Wii, Choco Mountain 
from the N64, and Tokyo Blur from the mobile game.

Players with the Nintendo Switch Online Plus Expansion 
Pack can enjoy the DLC at no additional cost, but it will 
retail for $24.99 if bought separately. The DLC will 
release on March 18 and is available now for preorder. 

A new indie band rolls 
into the scene
Artist Highlight
Story by Bryan Chavez
Photo courtesy of Beach Drive
Instagram: @beachdriveband

Inspired by the California coast, Beach Drive is an 
indie/alternative/surf pop rock band based in Long 
Beach. Its members consist of Roxanne Ortiz on 
guitar, Brooke Bernard on guitar and vocals, CK 
Clement on bass and vocals, and Chloe Pullman 
on drums. 

The band is releasing their debut EP titled “Feed 
Your Ears” on Feb. 22, 2022 on all major music 
streaming platforms. Despite this being their first 
music release on any digital platform, the group 
had already gained an impressive cult following 
back home. 

“Back in Long Beach, when we started playing 
gigs around, we just started our own little 

‘groupies’ if you will,” Ortiz said. “Our homies 
knew all the words to our songs so it feels like 
we’ve been out for a minute, but we actually never 
came out yet.” 

Bernard elaborated on how the group started doing 
shows. “We just did anything we could find. We 
did a lot of backyard shows, we’ve played local 
gigs at Dipiazza’s (a local pizza spot) and a lot of 
the songs on this EP are songs that we’ve been 
playing for 3 years. It’s really exciting to have a 
physical thing that we can listen to and come back 
to.”

When the band formed back in 2019, their original 
name was White Noise. Clement explained that he 
was a senior at the time while Bernard, Ortiz and 
Pullman were all sophomores. However, the group 
members changed around a bit before Pullman 
joined the group.

“It wasn’t Chloe at first, it was another guy named 
Isaiah [who] was our drummer,” Clement said. 

“We also had a pianist named Nick, but he also fell 
through. When we finally got Chole in there, I felt 
like we needed to change our name from White 
Noise, our old high school selves. Like this is our 
band and now we’re gonna actually be out there 
and brand ourselves.”

Their new name, Beach Drive, comes from a street 
in Long Beach near Pullman’s house where they 
rehearse. It’s meant to be a tribute to the city they 
came up in. Ortiz said “[it] has an amazing scene. We 
used the scene to our advantage and Long Beach is a 
great place to network and connect with music lovers 
everywhere”. 

Bernard continued by explaining the kind of love 
there is between artists in the subculture. “[It’s] this 
very cool community and it all feels very inclusive 
and it’s not a weird thing [where] people feel 
competitive like ‘we have to be the best.’ Everyone’s 
just super supportive and wants everyone to share 
their music. I feel like there’s a good amount of 
female-fronted bands which is also really important. 
It’s a really cool community to be a part of and 
I think it really shaped a lot of our music and 
performance.”

Ortiz expressed, “it means the stinkin’ world. Personally, I 
feel like it's hard to find people that you click so well with 
[and] you could pour your whole entire soul on and to find a 
group of fellas who want to do that all the time and don’t care 
how crazy you sound. And to have them be recorded, mixed, 
mastered and on Spotify just means so much.”

Bernard agreed, describing their connection as rare and 
trusting. 

“I never feel shy or insecure about bringing my songs or ideas 
to them because I know they’re gonna be so receptive and 
honest,” Bernard said. “It’s a really good environment to 
create music in and I'm so proud of what we’ve created and 
that we’ve done it all together. We have a great collaborative 
process and everyone has their own spice that they bring to 
each song. [I am] really excited for people to hear it.” 
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What is your favorite childhood memory?
Otter Chatter by Victoria White

Aileen Deloya
Liberal Studies and
ITEP Elementary Education
Fourth-Year

“One year my mom’s best friend gave 
me a goat for my birthday. Her name 
was Rosie and it was the best birthday 
surprise I ever got! She was also one 
of the best pets I’ve ever had.”

“My favorite childhood memory was 
when I was 6. I was playing with my 
3-year-old cousin at the time, and he 
threw a disposable camera at my face. 
That gave me my first bloody nose!”

Monica Aguilar
Computer Science
Third-year

“My favorite childhood memory was 
when I went to the lake with my family. 
My dad had a boat and at the time we 
would go to Anderson Lake in Morgan 
Hill quite often during the summer. The 
first time I went on one of the bigger 
rafts I was about 4 years old, and my 
dad told me to not let go so I wouldn’t 
drown. We ended up flipping the raft 
when the boat was going too fast and 
I held on even being dragged under 
water and my dad was so confused 
looking for me until he realized I was 
still holding on. That’s when I learned 
not to take things so literally.”

Meg Mocek
Communication Design
Fourth-year

Study tips for the 
Mercury signs
Story and illustration by Malia Savella

Studying is a broad practice that means different things to 
different people. The way we take in information depends 
on our personality, past academic habits, and many other 
factors. Astrology, specifically our Mercury signs, could 
also play a role in the way we learn.

The planet Mercury symbolizes communication, intellect, 
and thought, which means it greatly influences how we 
tend to process information. In fact, your Mercury sign 
can indicate your learning style and how to play best to 
your mental strengths. Much like one’s moon sign, the 
Mercury sign represents where the planet was located on the 
astrological wheel at the time of your birth. 

To find your Mercury sign, create a natal chart online (such 
as through astro-charts.com) using your date of birth and 
where you were born; don’t worry about the exact time if 
you don’t know it. 

An Aries Mercury is blunt, straightforward, present, 
decisive, and opinionated. Because you tend to rush, try to 
block out your studying time using timers as external limits. 
You don’t like to waste any time getting to the bottom of 
things, so highlighters and other annotation tools can help 
you note the most important details for when you revisit 
your material. 

A Taurus Mercury is thoughtful, sensual, slow, stubborn, 
and honest. Hands-on-learning works best for you, so 
incorporate visual, auditory, or tactile models to help you 
memorize information. Having quality study snacks that are 
high in protein is also essential for your food-minded brain. 

A Gemini Mercury is quick-witted, disorganized, easily 
bored, logical, and polarizing. To keep your busy mind 
interested in the task at hand, create a game out of studying, 
like playing Memory with flashcards. You think best 
through talking things out, so read aloud your material to 
yourself or someone else to hammer the content in.

A Cancer Mercury is reserved, moody, meditative, open-
minded, and nostalgic. Lean in to your keen ability to 
remember what other people say by listening to someone 
read you your study notes or subject texts. Additionally, 
employ mindfulness techniques to quell your strong 
emotions before studying.

Horoscopes

A Leo Mercury is domineering, charming, idealistic, 
expressive, and obsessed with their image. Bring your 
natural creativity into studying by making something 
artistic about your course material. Make sure not to 
get lost in the big picture, as you are wont to do; spell 
out the details in your studying.

A Virgo Mercury is detail-oriented, nervous, 
predictable, hard-working, and has high expectations. 
Staying organized will be important for you to study 
successfully; your mind won’t be able to focus with 
a messy desk. Find ways to add soothing activities to 
your study time, such as enjoying a hot beverage or 
sitting somewhere cozy, to aid your anxious nature.

A Libra Mercury is social, agreeable, easily 
distracted, inviting, and indecisive. Because you 
happen to think in comparisons, use this to your 
advantage when encountering unfamiliar material; 
paraphrasing information in your own words might 
help you similarly. You especially would benefit from 
a classmate or someone other than yourself holding 
you accountable for studying.

A Scorpio Mercury is dimensional, observational, 
negative, passionate, and strategic. Since you love 
to play detective, dig deep in your material to find 
fun facts from obscure sources and long Wikipedia 
articles. The intensity that you learn things can 
be suffocating; make sure you’re taking breaks 
throughout your studying.

A Sagittarius Mercury is curious, free-spirited, 
principled, optimistic, and non-committal. Have 
several tasks at hand to switch between when your 
mind inevitably wanders elsewhere. Don’t be afraid to 
get mobile with your studying either; carry flashcards 
or post-its on you at all times so that you can learn 
while on whatever adventure you next pursue.

A Capricorn Mercury is disciplined, productive, 
bossy, serious, and critical. Structure your study time 
around realistic goals that can be reached by the end of 
each study session, since goal-setting is your thing. To 
avoid burning out on your material and crashing, be 
sure to rest after you study.

An Aquarius Mercury is iconoclastic, aloof, friendly, 
esoteric, and condescending. You have a knack 
for technology, so using Quizlet or other studying 
programs could work well for you. Find a way to 
coexist with other people when you study, whether that 
be studying with an established group or just spending 
time at a crowded library.

A Pisces Mercury is abstract, compassionate, 
unpredictable, intuitive, and has their head in the 
clouds. Don’t be afraid to take your time while you 
study; your ideas will eventually become concrete as 
long as you give yourself the space to feel them out. 
Study close to bed time and try to get as much sleep as 
you can; you remember your dreams better than most, 
which you could capitalize on.
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seinbrow cei eamcr

oockies ekac

ddingpu ekahslkim

andcy pplea eip

upcakec rrochu

Can you unscramble these 
dessert-related words to 
reveal their true meaning?

Answers:

Brownies, Ice Cream, 
Cookies, Cake, 

Pudding, Milkshake, 
Candy, Apple Pie, 
Cupcake, Churro

Upcoming Events

Feb. 21 Starting at 7 p.m., join East Campus RAs in a 
Kahoot game night for a chance to win cool prizes for 
your apartment. 

Feb. 23 Join San Francisco Poet Laureate, Tongo 
Eisen-Martin and HCOM professor Daniel Summerhill 
in an open discussion, Q&A and poetry readings. Head 
to the World Theater at 6 p.m. to join.

Feb. 21 From 2 - 3 p.m. join First-Year Housing in 
Willet’s community kitchen to meet new people and 
make a vision board.

Feb. 22 Join Health and Wellness Services, Basic 
Needs and POWER peer health educators from 11 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. for information, resources and more for Eating 
Disorder Awareness Week.

Kahoot Game Night

Laureates in 
Conversation 

Vision Board Monday

Health Hut

Cozy Crochet 
Workshop
Feb. 24 Head to Tortuga Hall at 6 p.m. to participate 
in a cozy workshop to learn how to crochet. All 
supplies will be provided and all skill levels are 
welcome. Students who RSVP ahead of time on MyRaft 
will be entered into a raffle for a free crochet kit. 

Virtual Trivia Night -
Eating Disorder 
Awareness Week
Feb. 23 Health and Wellness Services and Alsana 
will be discussing eating disorders and hosting a trivia 
night. Participants will be eligible for prizes. Join them 
from 5 to 6 p.m. online. 

Labor Unions 101
Feb. 25 Starting at noon, head to the OC3 room in 
the OSU to learn about labor unions and what they 
mean. The workshop will talk about recent strikes and 
how individuals can take action for themselves.

All Black Gala 
Feb. 26 OC3 will be hosting the annual All Black 
Gala, starting at 7 p.m. through Zoom. Reconnect 
with Monterey County’s historic Black community as 
they honor select members of the CSUMB and local 
Monterey County for their dedication. 


