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California State University, Monterey Bay (CSUMB) 
revealed the grand opening of the newly constructed, 
three-story 70,000 square foot Otter Student Union 
(OSU) building that had been in the planning process for 
years, on Aug. 24. The much anticipated building fulfills 
students’ needs and visions.

More than 600 students, staff and faculty gathered for the 
event, as CSUMB President Eduardo Ochoa, Associate 
Vice President of Student Affairs and Dean of Students 
Leslie Williams and student representatives took turns 
speaking and sharing their excitement of the long-awaited 
OSU. 

The event started at noon, offering words of 
encouragement and wisdom from the multiple speakers, 
along with food and snacks, pop music and an uplifting 
atmosphere. Students had the opportunity to gather and 
converse in-person for the first time in almost two years, 
and students were noticeably eager to have a sense of 
normalcy return. 

The event began with a mix-and-mingle social for 
students to check-in before Williams introduced Ochoa 
and the student representatives addressing the audience. 
Tours of the building were conducted following the 
speeches and 300 plush sea otter stuffed animals were 
given away as welcoming gifts. 

“The opening of this student center and student-funded 
building will mark a new era for California State 
University, Monterey Bay,” Williams said. “The purpose 
of the Otter Student Union is to serve as the heartbeat of 
campus, and provide space and opportunities for students 
and to build community, grow and develop and enhance 
their CSUMB experience.”

Designed by architecture firm Gilbane-HGA, the 
impressive and expansive building cost $55 million to 
construct. Owned and operated by the OSU, students 
can find various resources ranging from advanced 
technological equipment to nutritious cuisine options. 

“The Otter Student Union building is one clear symbol of 
how the university is transforming for our future,” Ochoa 
said, “an increase of vastly expanded space for student 
activities and leadership development. It represents 
another vital step to enhance how we meet the diverse 
needs of students.”

The OSU is the new three-story student center where 
students can hang out and feel comfortable in their free 
time. Students will find numerous areas to sit and relax, 

charge devices or study. There are six conference rooms 
and one meeting room in the building where students can 
hold Zoom sessions. Boasting five office spaces, the OSU 
hosts the Otter Cross Cultural Center (OC3), Associated 
Students (AS), First Year Experience, Otter Student 
Union (OSU) and Student Engagement and Leadership 
Development.

“It’s built with Otter student pride,” Ochoa said. “We 
gather today to pay tribute to the foresight of the CSUMB 
student leaders and staff who began to move this process 
forward many years ago. Now it is our responsibility 
to show that same vision in meeting the needs of our 
students, faculty, staff and community in the years to 
come.”

In addition to the various seating and studying areas 
inside, there are tables outside to enjoy the day and get 
some fresh air. Fourth-year Jackson Bearbower is excited 
to utilize the new common spaces and seating. “I really 
like the seating areas outside. They look really nice,” 
Bearbower said. “I’m also excited for the new Starbucks. 
It looks a lot nicer than the old one.”

On the first floor, students can find the campus store and 
the OSU Ballroom which has a maximum occupancy 
of 1,100 standing and 550 seated. The Information Desk 
is located on the first floor lobby and can answer any 
questions students may have, as well as grant nursing 
mothers access to the nursing room.

Victoria Bartindale-Guffey, the president of AS, 
acknowledged how student fees helped to change 
CSUMB for generations to come. 

“With our new office space, we can better fulfill your 
needs on campus,” Bartindale-Guffey said. “This building 
will also serve as a way for AS and the OSU to create 
more collaborative partnerships and programs that will, 
in turn, enhance the college experience at CSUMB for 
many.”

The OSU offers fun activities to decompress in between 
classes by having a game room and meditation room. 
The Rookery offers pool tables, billiards, Dance Dance 
Revolution and pingpong tables. If students don’t feel like 
engaging in the games but want to stay within the lively 
atmosphere, The Rookery offers comfortable seating 
throughout the area to sit with friends and converse. 

Wendy Feng, OC3 student coordinator, informed the 
audience of resources available through the OC3 and its 
recent centennial anniversary in 2020. 

“We value storytelling, intersectionality and 
intergenerational high points of knowledge,” Feng said. 

“We aim to build stronger relationships on our campus 
community, and we work towards inspiring individuals 
and communities to form coalitions and come together to 
fight oppressive systems.” The OC3 office is located on 
the third floor in room 301. 

On top of relaxation, study, office and meeting areas, the 
OSU is equipped with three restaurants - Burger 831, 
Ghost Kitchen and Bok Choy, as well as one grab-and-go 
market: The Sea Store. Starbucks is located on the first 
level for coffee and tea lovers. 

Third-year Veronica Alvarado shared her appreciation for 
the new building and the resources students can make use 
of. “I think it’s nice how they built a new building for the 
students to sit and relax along with the new Starbucks,” 
Alvarado said. “It offers more jobs and opportunities for 
students.” 

Upgraded technology exists in the OSU building for 
students and visitors to utilize. Free wifi connection is 
available throughout the building, while the conference 
rooms boast digital screens, video projection and 
livestreaming capabilities. 

Hamza Saleem, chair for OSU board of directors, spoke 
on the meaning of OSU and its powerful impact on 
the student CSUMB community. “Our values include 
fostering communities, fallen voices, cultivating social 
justice and rooted in care,” Saleem said. “As a student, 
we all wanted a space and environment that could help us 
thrive, a space where we can be ourselves and feel like 
home. OSU provides us with the space, where we can 
grow as individuals and also as a community.” 

Adding to the positive resources the OSU supplies 
students, the building creates a safe and inclusive space 
by providing gender-neutral restrooms - keeping true to 
CSUMB’s promise of granting students a diverse and 
equitable environment.

Students, staff, faculty and associates have been filled 
with anticipation over the opening. Denise Salao of 
the Early Outreach & Support Programs expressed her 
excitement, noting the contagious energy students gave 
off “you could just feel it in the air.” 

The building is open for students to access Monday 
through Friday from 7 a.m. to midnight and Saturday 
and Sunday from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. There is ADA 
accessibility at all main entrances, elevators and 
restrooms. 

OSU Grand Opening

Dean of Students Leslie Williams, AS President Victoria Bartindale-Guffey, President Eduardo Ochoa, OC3 coordinator Wendy Feng, OSU chair Hamza Saleem and Monterey Peninsula Chamber of Commerce member Grant 
Taylor cut the ribbon on new OSU building on Aug. 24.
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Story by Nikki Dodd and Cassidy Ulery 
Photo courtesy of Yuri Samoilov via Flickr

California State University, Monterey Bay (CSUMB) 
welcomed back over 3,000 Otters at the start of the Fall 
2021 semester. Before Otters could move in on Aug. 20, 
students needed to provide proof of vaccination through 
the Otter vaccination registry, or supply a valid religious 
or medical exemption. With a large student population 
returning to campus, it’s no surprise that safety concerns 
were amongst students, faculty and staff. 

During the town hall meeting for faculty and staff on Aug. 
25, CSUMB President Eduardo Ochoa and members of 
his cabinet addressed staff questions regarding COVID 
protocols, and how to prevent cases from rising while 
resuming in-person instruction. 

Effective on Aug. 13, Ochoa sent out a message to all 
CSUMB students, faculty and staff stating masks must 
be worn indoors at all times. Around 92% of Otters 
are vaccinated, with Ochoa stating he is “very proud 
of our campus and students in regards to vaccination 
rates.” Since enforcing the mask mandate, students have 
shown little resistance to wearing masks in public spaces, 
but staff and faculty were encouraged to politely and 
respectfully address students who forget or remove their 
masks indoors.

Ochoa reassured staff and faculty that the indoor 
mask mandate is a form of “positive action to prevent 
exposure.” 

Staff or faculty who fail to properly wear masks indoors 
can face disciplinary action, and the same principle 
applies to students. Despite having a 92% vaccination 
rate, the question surrounding what happens to those 
unvaccinated remained uncertain until recent. Otters who 
failed to provide proof of religious or medical exemptions 
and do not participate fully-online were dropped from 

Story by Anna Stubler

As California State University, Monterey Bay (CSUMB) 
navigates the transition back to campus, one community 
that is anxious to get back to business as usual are the 
student organizations. 

“It's gonna be an interesting year ... for our clubs. I think 
it's a year of transition,” said Dan Burfiend, coordinator 
of Student Organizations, Leadership Development, and 
Assessment at CSUMB. “There's a year missing in my 
memory right now and it feels like it was March this year 
we left.”

Student organizations have had to adapt to the new 
normal. “We still have students that are just Zoom 
students right now. But I don't think that's ever gonna go 
away,” Burfiend said. 

In order to engage all students, clubs have been utilizing 
the new platform MyRaft that connects students to events 
and organizations and also gives a way to provide QR 
codes and check-in for events to help with contact tracing 
for COVID-19, as well as metrics on student engagement. 
Clubs can also create virtual badges to award to students 
on completion of tasks and training. 

MyRaft is the new platform for students to use and find 
events. Through MyRaft, students can communicate 
with each other and find clubs that interest one another 
which is “educating other students and creating learning 
opportunities” Burfiend said. 

Clubs have also had to take extra precautions to adapt to 
being back on campus. Some are happy to meet in-person 
again, with added safety like sanitation and masks when 
indoors. Keyoni McNair, the president of the Women in 
Computer Science club (WICS),  is especially excited to 
return to seeing members in person. 

classes. If staff or faculty have not provided proper 
proof in the Otter vaccination registry, they are subject 
to termination. A list of unvaccinated and unregistered 
students has been created, with administration reaching 
out extensively. 

What happens if a student, staff or faculty member 
suspects having COVID? Testing is available on campus 
in the Otter Student Union in room 210. Before receiving 
a test, a form is completed to determine if the individual 
was in direct contact with others and to trace the amount 
of days since contraction. 

Within classrooms, proper ventilation has been 
established with HVAC filters being inspected and 
replaced as needed. Disposable masks, hand sanitizer and 
disinfectant wipes are available in every classroom and 
public space. 

Campus visitors are currently not required to show proof 
of vaccination, with the “honor system” being in-place 
but CSUMB hopes to change the procedure as it becomes 
more feasible to do so. Despite reports of the Delta 
variant being on the rise, there is hope for the future. 

CSUMB is working to see if booster shots will be made 
available to students when the time comes, and Otters and 
the CSUMB community are eligible and encouraged to 
receive free COVID vaccines in the health center. 

“The return to campus is such a positive thing for WICS. 
Building a community is what WICS is all about,” 
McNair said. “I feel like as much as we did our best 
online, we are all aching for a strong connection right 
now.” 

Clubs who aren’t comfortable meeting in-person have 
other options like meeting outdoors on CSUMB’s campus 
or continuing virtual meetings. According to Burfiend, 
CSUMB clubs stayed strong over the pandemic and only 
a small amount went inactive, which was offset by new 
organizations being formed. 

“I'm looking forward to seeing what the students do, 
like creativity when it comes to utilization of MyRaft,” 
Burfeind said. 

Burfiend is hopeful that MyRaft will increase engagement 
as well, especially with features like message boards. 

“The meme page, I did that as a joke and that's been 
off the charts. And so I think that's been great to see,” 
Burfiend said. “If the meme page is any sign of how this 
year's gonna go and how the students are gonna run with 
the technology, I think that's it.”

McNair also enjoys the new software. “MyRaft is such 
a life-saver! It’s so useful for staying connected to our 
members and getting new members to join,” McNair said. 

“It has made planning a lot easier for us as well.” While 
life for clubs on campus is likely to remain permanently 
changed, McNair and Burfiend are both hopeful that 
clubs are going to continue to thrive.

Students who are interested in joining a club, 
participating in events, or forming their own club can go 
to https://myraft.csumb.edu for more information. 

COVID & Campus 
Precautions

COVID & Clubs

CSUMB implements safety guidelines, as the 
school welcomes back Otters for Fall semester
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Story by Daniel Gallo
Photo courtesy of Alyssa Clifford

Uncertainty has been a common thread amongst sports 
club officers at California State University, Monterey Bay 
(CSUMB). Returning to campus and rebuilding these 
communities has been a challenging process. 

Without the ability to practice in person, sports club 
officers spent their time looking for new methods of 
engaging team members. 

Sam Perrello, safety officer for Men's Rugby, outlined 
the difficulties of maintaining club interaction in a virtual 
environment.

 "It was difficult to communicate and get members 
active and engaged," Perrello said. Perrello found fitness 
challenge videos and online meetings to be an effective 
tool in bringing players back together. 

The video challenges organized by the Sports Club 
Council united teams, allowing students to compete 
without being on campus. 

Students submitted videos as proof of participation. The 
challenges included a mile, push-up contest, wall sit and 
additional tests of fitness.

Returning to campus has been a measured transition. 
Club officers are grappling with a lack of information as 

they anticipate a verdict from the university. Perrello feels 
that patience is critical for men's rugby, and the team is 
eagerly waiting to start practicing. 

Losing an entire year of recruiting hasn’t been easy. 
Rebuilding the roster will take time. The rugby team is 
in good spirits because of the return to campus, but the 
recreation field isn't available for use. 

Leaders are grappling with the status of the competition 
this semester. Teams are on standby, waiting to see 
if seasons are possible with the current state of the 
pandemic. 

Alex Wojcik, the Equestrian Club's president, misses 
competing. "I'm a little frustrated," Wojcik said. "I'm a 
competitive person and I like to crush it." 

Wojcik acknowledges that many members are just thrilled 
to be back - there's high interest in the club right now, and 
new students are reaching out. 

Incoming freshman and transfer students are contributing, 
bringing numbers that help reinvigorate team rosters. 

Dustin Johnson, president of the Disc Golf Club, 
discussed his thoughts on campus return. "There's a lot 
of questions that are left to be desired," Johnson said. 

"That's what's hard -  trying to predict where sports clubs 
are going to be when no one knows anything."

Johnson believes that disc golf has benefited from being 
an outdoor sport. The setting is safe for players. Mask 
mandates, vaccination and distancing remain in question 
until further notice. 

While teams may be back on campus, athletes will have 
to remain patient as the university closes in on a decision. 
Sports clubs are looking ahead to an unpredictable first 
semester, another year of adapting to new circumstances, 
which by now is a familiar feeling. 

Sports clubs return 
to campus

Students throw 
themselves into 
new semester with 
cornhole
Story and photos by Anna Stubler

Otters gathered on the grass in front of the old student 
center at California State University, Monterey Bay 
(CSUMB) to compete in a lighthearted two-hour corn 
hole tournament on Aug. 25. 

This was one of the first events in a series of intramural 
sports tournaments students at CSUMB can compete in. 
Future tournament events will include spikeball, corn 
hole, virtual games, basketball, indoor soccer and flag 
football. All these events can be found on the MyRaft 
platform (https://myraft.csumb.edu/). 

CSUMB recreation also hosts virtual events like an UNO 
tournament which was held on Aug. 27. Students who 
are interested in learning more about the opportunities 
recreation offers can visit them on Sept. 1 from 11 a.m. to 
1 p.m. in the main quad at the Otter Showcase.

While students are still taking precautions like masking 
up and distancing when possible for intramural sports 
competitions, recreation is now able to do many events 
that were suspended during virtual instruction. CSUMB’s 
campus is once again filled with the whistles of student 
referees and the lighthearted banter between adversaries 
across the field.

Students play cornhole in the main quad on Aug. 25 to celebrate new semester.

CSUMB men’s rugby practicing pre-pandemic. 
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Welcome back Otters!

My name is Cassidy Ulery and I am 
thrilled to formally introduce myself as this 
semester’s editor-in-chief of The Lutrinae. 
I served as former editor-in-chief Sydney 
Brown’s assistant editor last year and am 
the columnist of Vivlio Talks. I joined The 
Lutrinae in Spring 2020 after transferring 
from the Bay Area to California State 
University, Monterey Bay (CSUMB).
I am a fourth-year humanities and 
communications major with a concentration 
in journalism and media studies and I will 
be graduating in December. 

I became interested in journalism after 
volunteering with The Lutrinae, where 
I discovered my passion for producing 
weekly articles, attending events and 
interacting with a variety of people. 
Working as the assistant editor for the 
school newspaper provided me with an 
exceptional amount of knowledge about 
reporting, while allowing me to grow as a 
writer and team member. 

Writing has always been an outlet of self-
expression for me. I have a strong respect 
for the ways writing can provoke change 
in society, enabling us to grasp new ideas 
and perspectives on ourselves and our 
communities. 

Welcome Otters! 

It's an honor and a privilege to join you 
once again as The Lutrinae's faculty 
adviser. I'm excited to say we've 
assembled an inspiring group of talented 
individuals to run the publication this 
semester and I can't wait to see what they 
produce. The majority of our team are 
returning staff members, joined by new 
staff writers Daniel Gallo and Nikki Dodd 

- who wrote as a contributor last year. 
Great reporters aren't just good writers 

- they are curious, kind-hearted people 
who care deeply for the communities they 
report on. I feel fortunate to know that's 
exactly who we have on our current team.

Whether you're joining us virtually or on 
campus, I just wanted to take a second 
and appreciate this community reuniting 
for the Fall 2021 semester. To say the last 
few semesters have been trying feels like 
an understatement. Beyond the academic 
hurdles students face throughout a typical 
college experience, current Otters have 

While The Lutrinae will continue 
publishing fully online for Fall, we look 
forward to delivering weekly content on 
thelutrinae.com and on our Instagram, 
Twitter and Facebook pages. 

I take great pride in the role The Lutrinae 
holds on CSUMB’s campus, allowing 
students to express themselves while 
providing a safe platform to enhance 
their journalistic abilities. I strongly 
encourage students to engage with the 
newspaper and all it offers: insightful 
articles on various topics ranging from 
news, opinion, creative works, student 
leadership, sports, book reviews, 
horoscopes and more. Our staff is 
dedicated to sharing the most accurate, 
relatable and entertaining content with 
our peers.

Thank you for all of your continued 
support, words cannot express how 
excited I am to continue The Lutrinae’s 
legacy. I wish you all a successful and 
enjoyable Fall 2021 semester!

Sincerely,
Cassidy Ulery
Editor-in-Chief of The Lutrinae 

had to endure unprecedented mental and 
technological challenges in pursuit of 
their degrees. Regardless of what year 
you are, you should be proud of making it 
this far. Life doesn't always go according 
to plan and sometimes that means facing 
obstacles we never imagined we would. 
By being here you've shown you aren't 
giving up on your goals just because your 
path became more difficult. I know I speak 
on behalf of all the faculty and staff when 
I say we are proud of you and what you've 
accomplished so far.

Know that you don't need to face these 
challenges alone. Just like our namesake 
does in the wild when sleeping, remember 
it's ok to reach out to members of your 
community. We're all in this together.  

Sincerely,

Sara "Goby" Gobets
Faculty Adviser

Letter from the 
editor 

Letter from the 
faculty adviser 

The Lutrinae 
wants to hear 
your voices

Want to showcase your work in the 
student newspaper? Email 
culery@csumb.edu to have your 
work considered for our next issue.

We love to see your:
illustrations • short stories • poems
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How do you feel to be 
back on campus?

Estrella McDaniel 
Journalism and Media Studies
Third-year 

Alexander Verdugo 
Computer Science
Third-year

Katie Brenninger
Environmental Studies
First-year 

"I missed being on campus. I have 
been getting a lot of flashbacks and 
memories from freshman year. I'm 
living off-campus, but I love being back 
here and I forgot how much I love the 
library. My favorite part of coming 
back is being in-person, learning in the 
classroom and seeing my friends. I'm 
in a sorority, and there's a lot of fun 
recruitment events coming up. We are 
able to make this place a home away 
from home."

“It feels good being able to take in-
person classes, interacting with new 
and returning students but the mood 
of the campus is very off, and it still 
feels like we are in the height of the 
pandemic at CSUMB. The number of 
students walking around campus is 
very low. It’s limiting right now. Campus 
life was better during my freshman 
year."

“My first day on campus was 
welcoming. The people here are very 
nice and outgoing. When I toured the 
campus in March, I was not planning 
on attending CSUMB, but the school 
activities have made moving in more 
fun. I really like the architecture 
here, especially the library. I feel like 
the pandemic has been restricting 
what I can do and it's less of a college 
experience."

Otter Chatter by Daniel Gallo

Upcoming Events
Sept. 2 Basic Needs will be hosting their first 
virtual cooking demonstration of the semester. Learn 
new recipes and helpful kitchen tips from 3 to 4 p.m. 
Otters that attend are eligible to win a gift card or 
kitchen gadget.

Sept. 2 Student representatives from each of the 
14 Greek organizations will be located in the Main 
Quad from 5 to 7 p.m. to answer and assist students 
interested in Greek life. The tabling event will be an 
opportunity for Otters to build student relationships 
and interactions.

Sept. 3 Hosted by First Year Experience, Otters can 
come and watch “Fast and Furious 9” outside of the 
new OSU building from 8 to 10 p.m. This event is free 
for Otters to attend! 

Aug. 31 Join the OC3 to learn about advocacy, 
ally-ship and how to get involved with social justice 
opportunities. During the open house, OC3 staff will 
answer any questions students have and allow students 
to access their library, provide resources for graduate 
school and build foundational communities from noon 
to 2 p.m.

Aug. 31 This event is an opportunity for students 
to meet fellow transfer students and build connections 
with faculty. Meet professors from your major 
and begin establishing relationships with transfer 
students from 3 to 4 p.m.

Sept. 1 More than 75 student organizations will be 
available for students to explore, ask questions and 
join. This is an in-person event open to all Otters from 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Come and find an organization that 
interests you!

Cooking with CSUMB

Meet the Greeks

Otter Movie Night

Open House with OC3

Transfer Student and 
Faculty Meet & Greet

Otter Showcase
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Story by Anna Stubler 

Aries (March 20-April 19):

Don’t be taken aback if September doesn’t go as planned. 
Roll with the punches and be adaptive, and you may find 
yourself in new and advantageous situations. Be open to 
opportunities.

You might be feeling confused about one of your close 
relationships. Take time to meet with them and explain 
how you are feeling. Talking to them will help you both 
come to a clearer understanding of your relationship.

Taurus (April 20-May 20):

New challenges may make you feel like your old abashed 
self. Taurus, you got this! Get out there and seize the 
opportunity. Don’t let self-confidence get in your way.

You have been taking time to nurture your relationships 
with friends and family, but don’t forget about yourself. 
Take some time for yourself this month, it’s okay every 
now and then.

Gemini (May 21- June 20):

Please don’t make any brash decisions Gemini. Make 
sure your temper doesn’t rule your actions and take time 
to think through things before acting. This could save you 
from costly mistakes.

Take time to recenter yourself and find activities that 
bring you calm. Get outdoors and spend time alone 
adjusting your mindset this month.

Cancer (June 21- July 22):

Try new things this month and get outside your comfort 
zone. Don’t stagnate in your job and relationships by 
being stubborn about your routine and comfort zone.

Look out for a debonair stranger that could bring you an 
opportunity this month. They may bring you unexpected 
joy, if you give them the opportunity.

September Horoscopes 

Vivlio Talks

Book review of “The 
Otters’ Tale”
Story and photo by Cassidy Ulery 

What better way to showcase the excitement of returning 
to campus than a book celebrating our mascot? In 
Simon Cooper’s “The Otters’ Tale,” Cooper journals 
his encounters with a family of wild river otters after 
purchasing an abandoned mill that straddles a small 
chalkstream. 

Piecing together the life of the female otter Kuschta, 
Cooper brilliantly educates the reader with an enriching 
history of the species residing in the British Isles. Rarely 
making public appearances, otters have mystified their 
presences and Cooper learns firsthand the complexities of 
survival and their therapeutic pastimes through detailed 
observations. 

Cooper’s scientific background provides enthusiastic 
insight into the lives of otters, while keeping the tone 
and imagery lighthearted and palpable. A wonderful 
blend of non-fiction storytelling, Cooper’s calming book 
highlights the trials and tribulations otters experience - 
from parenthood to being top of the food chain. 

The author has a way of describing the riverside and 
landscape throughout the seasons with all that lives and 
grows on it, bringing alive the educational and magical 
human-otter encounters. It’s an interesting read for 
anyone with a specific interest in otters or wildlife in 
general.

Overall, this book leaves the reader with nothing but 
respect for these secret yet resilient creatures. 

Leo (July 23 – August 22):

Beware of fallacious information that may lead you to 
incorrect conclusions. Tread with caution when making 
big purchases or career decisions.

Reconnecting with old friends will bring you joy this 
month. Check in with people you haven’t seen in some 
time, and you may find new opportunities for social and 
personal growth.

Virgo (August 23 – September 22): 

Virgo, you need to take responsibility in order to not seem 
feckless and childlike. Make sure you are sticking to your 
commitments and holding up promises in order to seek 
personal growth and respect.

Don’t be impatient with the trials your personal life is 
throwing at you. Being flexible allows you to maintain 
important connections. Be sure to be empathetic and 
helpful to those connections.

Libra (September 23 – October 22): 

Libra, you may be trusted with a secret this month. Be 
judicious and keep it to yourself. Your friend trusts you 
and you should repay them with your discretion.

Holding onto this secret will strengthen your relationship 
and prove you are mature and trustworthy. Practice your 
listening skills this month in order to grow and strengthen 
your relationships.

Scorpio (October 23 – November 21):

Your friends could look to you for advice. Listen to their 
problems and do your best to offer thoughtful advice. 
Later, they may pay you back in kind.

Try not to let frustration steer your decisions. Give 
yourself the opportunity to calm down before making 
hasty decisions.

Sagittarius (November 22 – December 21):

You may have a relationship that you feel is tenuous. 
Meet this person and talk about any unresolved issues 
without casting any blame. This could give you the 
opportunity to rebuild a strong foundation.

You may find yourself getting bored with your routine. 
Mix things up to inspire creativity and increase your 
energy.

Capricorn (December 22 – January 19):

You might feel wistful and homesick. Try new things and 
meet new people. Snap out of this mood in order to take 
advantage of all the opportunities you have.

Don’t hesitate to get outside your comfort zone and talk 
to new people, even if that’s just being nice to a stranger.

Aquarius (January 20 – February 19):

Aries, you are pursuing many opportunities at once. 
Focus your energy on the key opportunities in order to 
succeed.

Take time out of your schedule to make sure your 
relationships are nurtured. Let the people you love know 
how you feel.

Pisces (February 20 – March 20): 

This month may bring small frustrations. Don’t let them 
distract you from your tasks and work.

Ask your friends and family for advice when you feel 
stuck in order to avoid mistakes and careless decisions. 
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#HearUsNiantic: 
Pokémon Go players 
boycott Niantic

How students can stick 
out homesickness

Story and screenshot by Arianna Nalbach

Throughout the month of August, many Pokémon Go 
players participated in a boycott against Niantic, Inc. - a 
software company known for developing augmented 
reality mobile games. Players were encouraged to 
minimize the amount of time spent playing the game and 
to not purchase anything. 

During the peak of the COVID-19 pandemic Niantic 
enabled changes, including an increased interaction 
radius to Pokémon Go. This allowed players to continue 
to play Pokémon Go while practicing social distancing. 

However, Niantic reverted the changes from the safe 80 
meters back to the original 40 meters. This made many 
players upset, especially seeing as the pandemic is still 
not over.

Twitter user @_ZoeTwoDots composed a letter to 
Niantic with the hashtag “#HearUsNiantic,” explaining 
why the interaction distance needs to be changed 
back. The tweet can be found at https://twitter.com/_
zoetwodots/status/1423282896094208002?s=21. 

First and foremost, this made the game much safer to 
play and it made the game more accessible to players 
with disabilities. 

“Many disabled Trainers could now interact with 
locations that previously excluded them from the 
Pokémon Go community,” @_ZoeTwoDots explained 
in the letter. “This includes interacting with Gyms and 
Pokéstops that would otherwise be inaccessible due to 
stairs, steep inclines or other physical barriers.”  

Outside of safety and accessibility concerns, the 
increased interaction distance showed respect to the 
community that does not play Pokémon Go. Because 
the game relies on going out into the real world, it leads 
to players potentially blocking off entrances to stores or 
getting in the way of other people, when players are just 

Story by Anna Stubler
Photo courtesy of Antoine K via flickr

Many students may have jumped at the chance to finally 
get away from home and gain the independence that 
comes with college. However, along with benefits like no 
one telling them to pick up their dirty socks, there are also 
drawbacks to this newfound freedom - like homesickness.

For many students at California State University, 
Monterey Bay (CSUMB) moving away from home may 
have created mixed emotions. Some CSUMB populations 
might be more affected by feelings of homesickness. A 
past report has shown a large number of international 

trying to get close enough to interact with Pokéstops or 
Gyms. 

The tweet gained a fair amount of traction and 
after a week of it being posted, Niantic took notice 
and responded. Their full response can be found at 
https://nianticlabs.com/blog/pgo-exploration-bonus-
response/?hl=en. 

Niantic explained they would be starting a task force 
to look into the issues, but no changes were going to be 
made until Sept. 1. 

“We are assembling an internal cross-functional team 
to develop proposals designed to preserve our mission 
of inspiring people to explore the world together, while 
also addressing specific concerns that have been raised 
regarding interaction distance,” Niantic stated. “We will 
share the findings of this task force by the next in-game 
season change (Sept. 1.)”

“As part of this process, we will also be reaching out to 
community leaders in the coming days to join us in this 
dialogue.”

Players were disappointed by Niantic’s response and 
continued to express their frustrations on Twitter by using 
the hashtag “#HearUsNiantic.” Players felt that Niantic 
was not really listening to their player base. 

On Aug. 25, many players were pleasantly surprised 
to see the boycott worked. The Pokémon Go official 
Twitter announced they would be reverting the interaction 
distance back to 80 meters. 

“Trainers - we’re looking forward to sharing our plans as 
a result of the task force on Sept. 1, but one thing does 
not have to wait,” Pokémon Go’s Twitter stated. “From 
now on, 80 meters will be the base interaction radius for 
PokéStops and Gyms globally.”

The game was updated with this change and an 
announcement was made in-app the same day. 

students (about 200 students or 3% of the student 
population in Spring 2018) and first-generation students 
can experience homesickness.

Not only students, but new faculty and staff may 
experience homesickness. “Everyone experiences 
homesickness,” according to Tia Dasgupta, a fifth-year 
doctoral intern at the Personal Growth and Counseling 
Center (PGCC) at CSUMB. Dasgupta said she 
experienced homesickness when moving from Chicago 
to Monterey for her internship this past July. At first 
she spent a lot of time comparing Monterey to Chicago, 
before she let go of this thought process and came to 
appreciate the differences.

From the tweet, it appears this is not all Niantic has 
prepared for Pokémon Go players. Hopefully there will 
be more changes like this made on Sept. 1. 

Dasgupta advised students “to not spend too much 
time calling home” and not being present in their new 
environment. This includes comparing themselves to 
friends back home or other college students on social 
media. 

For students feeling like her, she suggested going to the 
library to study instead of their room. “Just trying to be 
out there and not so isolated.” This could include getting 
involved on campus and finding a community. Dasgupta 
additionally suggested exploring the local area, either 
with friends or solo. 

Students looking to follow Dasgupta’s advice can check 
out the following options:

- Discover murals and shops in Sand City’s West End
- Check out a beach - one good option is Carmel Beach
- Walk Cannery Row and look for seals or otters off the 
decks near the Monterey Bay Aquarium

- Hike Fort Ord, or take a bike ride with a bike rental from 
CSUMB’s bike shop

College is about “making space for having these new life 
experiences,” Dasgupta said. 

Students wanting more advice on homesickness can 
check out the free YOU@CSUMB resource, which 
Dasgupta describes as “like a Pinterest for your 
needs.” They can also book group or individual PGCC 
counseling sessions - a resource students have already 
paid for through registration fees. 

Contact the PGCC 
Phone:   831-582-3969
Email: counseling_center@csumb.edu
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copouts ase olni

seharoes ssrfhita

torte meoenna

esjilfyhl nopkalnt

rgtea ihwte rakhs gsuesndne barc

Can you unscramble these 
sea creature-related words to 
reveal their true meaning?

Answers:

octopus, seahorse, 
otter, jellyfish, great 

white shark, sea lion, 
starfish, anemone, 

plankton, dungeness 
crab

Photo contest winner!
Sophia Moreno 
theme: summertime sweetness


