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Every four years, Americans witness an influx of political 
rhetoric around Election Day. Proposition commercials 
play back-to-back on the TV screen, dozens of lobbying 
flyers flood the mailbox and citizens decide what they 
want the country’s future to look like through sending in 
their ballot. When the presidential election comes around, 
Americans are inspired to use their democratic right to 
vote - but the path to casting in your ballot is not always a 
smooth one. 

There are plenty of political conversations to navigate 
through when deciding what and who to vote for, 
especially with the rise of civic discourse on social media 
platforms. It has become common to share voting and 
election information online as well as one’s political 
views, providing users with a large amount of information 
to consider before voting. For many California State 
University, Monterey Bay (CSUMB) students, this will 
be the first time they are allowed to vote in a general 
election, and they are experiencing a fairly heated 
political climate their first time around.

Social media posts regarding opinions around the election 
can be inspiring and sometimes polarizing, yet they give 
opportunities for individuals to offer valuable information 
as well. 

#vote and #vote2020 received a total of 9.3 million 
posts so far on Instagram and #vote receives several 
posts a minute on Twitter. Many are seen wearing the 
infamous “I Voted!” sticker which encourages others 
who are eligible to get to their local polling places 
ASAP. Instagram then puts a link to official voting 
resources underneath election-related posts so citizens 
can access necessary information. Therefore a healthy, 
civic engagement is being practiced virtually, but lots of 
political discourse online also shows active support for 
one candidate or the other.

Some other highly popular hashtags include #votehimout 
- referring to current President Trump - which has 167,000 
posts on Instagram, showing strong support for this 
election’s Democratic duo, Biden and Harris. On the other 
hand, #trump2020 has acquired 3.5 million posts which 
support granting the current president a second term. 

Each hashtag contains memes satirically pointing a finger 
at the flaws of Trump or Biden. Through this polarization, 
not many users are highlighting specific policies or plans 
from each candidate, and the contemporary rise in interest 
in political discourse has made 2020 an interesting 
election year. So, confronted with an overwhelming 
amount of public opinion, how can CSUMB student 
voters find official voting resources?

Under the Associated Students of CSUMB, the Lobby 
Corps is an organization dedicated to promoting reliable 
legislative resources, specifically focusing on any legal 
matters that could affect students. Lobby Corps was 
established at CSUMB several years ago, but took 
a hiatus due to inactivity until the beginning of this 
academic year, thanks to the organization's Vice President 
of External Affairs Ethan Quaranta, who spent the 
summer getting Lobby Corps up and running. It seems 
like perfect timing for a comeback, as their current main 
focus is to deliver information on voting and the general 
election up until Nov. 3. Students can find Lobby Corps 
resources at csumb.edu/as/lobby-corps. 

Members of Lobby Corps noticed the rise of interest 
in expressing politics via personal online accounts and 
believe it can highlight important civic conversations.

“I think that it’s absolutely wonderful that a larger 
discourse about politics and voting has begun in large 
part thanks to social media and the connective power it 
brings,” Quaranta said. “Additionally, it is great to see 
many individuals from all over engaging in long overdue 
and difficult, but necessary conversations about voting 
privilege, suppression, and intimidation tactics that sadly 
live on to the present day and are not just something to 
read about in history textbooks.” 

Member of the Lobby Corps Malachi Diaz saw the 
growing popularity of political discourse and said the 
rise in interest “dominates our media and is at the top of 
everyone’s mind,” but it must be met with caution. 

“I think social media is a great tool that allows almost 
anyone to be a part of the conversation, but the algorithms 
that they use can create a misleading perception of the 
world,” Diaz said.

To find unbiased voting information, Lobby Corps 
members recommended visiting sites like Ballotpedia 
and Quick Guide to Propositions to research the specific 
laws and policies written on this year’s ballot. “If you 
are unsure after checking with official resources,” said 
Lobby Corps member Nawied Amin, “gather additional 
resources that you can use to inform your critical thinking 
processes in order to make the best decision possible.”

In addition to gathering information about specific 
laws, students can see a recording of “Truth, Fiction 
and Alternative Facts,” which was a conversation led by 
CSUMB President Edwardo Ochoa and panelists who 
discuss ways to sift through misleading media to find 
reliable political information at csumb.edu/president/
presidents-speaker-series. Students can also view the 
presidential debate on YouTube through various news 
outlets to hear direct statements from each presidential 
candidate. 

As students decide what to fill in on their ballots, their 
civic engagement does not have to end when they send 
in their vote, and political discourse and activism can 
continue indefinitely. 

“Given that civic engagement is really about making a 
change in your community - however you may define it - 
through actions you individually or as part of a collective 
there is a lot that can be done,” Quaranta said. “In fact, 
some types of civic engagement may even surprise you.”

These engagements can include writing to leaders about 
the policies they should support, getting involved in an 
organization of interest, donating or volunteering. 

As the country experiences a historic moment, students 
can use official resources and carefully evaluate online 
discourse about the election until the next President of the 
United States is declared. 

Voters filter through 
election rhetoric 

San Jose State student Emily Paterniti approaches her local voting drop off box to participate in the 2020 presidential election on Nov. 1.
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Story and screenshots by Breanna Peterson

The Otter Cross Cultural Center (OC3) hosted a virtual 
panel featuring actor Harvey Guillen on On Oct. 29. 
Guillen stars on the FX show “What We Do In the 
Shadows.” His character Guillermo De La Cruz  is a 
familiar (servant) to a misfit group of vampires and 
a hopeful future vampire. Guillen shares a cultural 
background with his character - both are Mexican 
American. Though Guillermo’s culture is important, it’s 
not a punchline of the show which many appreciate.

The production crew made buñuelos for one scene, which 
is a sugary snack common throughout Latin America. 
However, they made buñuelos typical of El Salvador. 

“I couldn’t live with myself if there was a pile of the 
wrong buñelos behind me,” Guillen said. So he donned 
an apron, got some flour tortillas, cinnamon, sugar, oil 
and made them himself. 

“We’re all learning here,” Guillen said.

His journey of being cast for “What We Do In the 
Shadows” is one of good connections, a chance encounter 
and immeasurable talent and charm. Guillen went out one 
night with his sister and some friends. At the end of the 
night, one of his new friends told him that he was really 
funny and wanted him to try out for a show that her fiancé 
was working on. Guillen agreed and reached out to the 
casting company. 

When Guillen arrived at the audition, he was notified 
that the casting director was in London. The staff in the 
office agreed to audition him. Though the character was 
originally written to be about 20 years older than Guillen, 
he styled himself in that unique, Guillermo look to try to 
make it work. Wearing a sweater vest, poked-out glasses, 

hair parted down the middle and a five o’clock shadow 
created with a sponge, Guillen was ready for his close up. 

Weeks later, Guillen got a call from a very long 
international number. He ignored it several times, until 
his sister insisted he answer. On the other side of the call 
was Taika Waititi and Jemain Clement, the creators of 

“What We Do In the Shadows.” They said he was perfect 
and offered him the position, without even testing him 
with the other actors. Guillen was in shock. 

Guillen spoke of his culture and the moments as a child 
when he realized he was different from other children. 
He realized he wanted to be an actor at 6 years old after 
having seen the film “Annie.” He (mistakenly) told his 
mother that he wanted to be an orphan, just like Annie. 
After a bit of shock she corrected him, informing him that 
the children were actors portraying orphans. So Guillen 
course corrected and his mother informed him that this 
line of work “Es para niños ricos.” This translates to 

“That’s for rich kids.” 

A few weeks later, his friend from school notified him of 
an improv class for children. He begged his mother to let 
him sign up for it. She didn’t say no, instead telling him 
that if he could find his own way, he could do anything 
he wanted to. This idea had a profound effect on him. 
Guillen needed to figure out a way to make that money, 
which at six years old was not an easy feat. 

“There’s no such thing as allowance, growing up in a 
Mexican household,” Guillen said.

Guillen learned about the magic of recycling bottles and 
cans to earn money. He worked digging through trash 
cans and stealing recyclables from Quinceañeras for two 
months to earn enough money for the Improv class. In the 
end, he was successful.

Guillen laughed as he recalled that most of the acting was 
the children “crawling around making animal noises.” He 
collected recyclables for two years in order to pay for his 
Improv classes.

Guillen questioned if the hard work was worth it. He 
recognized that what he wanted to do requires hard work 
and he obliged. His mother’s words remained in the back 
of his mind and he worked tirelessly to make his dreams 
become reality. As a child, he was very bubbly.  He took 
theatre classes in high school where he began developing 
his style as an actor. Unfortunately, he came across a 
teacher who was very dismissive and toxic. He suggested 
that Guillen stick to theatre acting because it was “more 
forgiving.” 

When Guillen informed him that he wanted to branch out 
to film and television, the teacher commented “when pigs 
fly.” For a moment, this caused Guillen to doubt himself. 
Ultimately, he realized that no one was going to care 
about his dream like he did. The teacher’s words added 
fuel to his fire and gave him more drive to seek out acting 
opportunities. 

Guillen advised people that it’s no one’s place to tell 
someone else what is attainable or not. Now that Guillen 

has landed several acting credits to his name, he wishes to 
tell that teacher “oink oink, b***h.” 

“Statistically, I shouldn’t even be there,” Guillen said. “I 
should be working a job I hate.” 

Everything in his life has led Guillen to this point. He 
struggled for a while and had moments where he was not 
able to find agents or get cast in roles. His agent once told 
him to try out for “Fat Guy #1”. 

“You couldn’t even name him,” Guillen said. “He’s a 
human being and you couldn’t even name him? That’s 
just bad writing.” 

He was always an imaginative child. “As an abstract 
thinker, my imagination was my only escape,” Guillen 
said.

From the beginning, Guillen lived his authentic self. This 
was not lost on the other children. He recalls one instance 
of cruelty where another child told him “We’re not 
playing with you because you’re a mariposa (butterfly).” 

The children recognized there was something unique 
about him and they ostracized Guillen for it. He always 
knew he was different but being that young, he couldn’t 
recognize that he was queer. That moment led to the other 
children chanting “mariposa,” and throwing rocks at him.

 “What’s wrong with being a mariposa,” Guillen’s mother 
said. “Some people just can’t be around things that are 
pretty.” 

Those words had a chilling effect on the Zoom 
participants, as the chat flooded with positive messages 
thanking him for sharing this story. 

“Children will listen and you have to be very careful,” 
Guillen said of that experience.

 He reminds us that in 2020, we shouldn’t have to be 
reminding people that Black lives matter. He concedes 
that though it’s difficult to try to reshape the way older 
generations see the world “we have to accept it and start 
fresh.” 

“The time has come, it’s no longer enough to be not racist,” 
Guillen said. “It’s time to be anti-racist.” 

Guillen says that everyone’s stories are valid and 
worthy of being told  and if you’re not seeing yourself 
represented, create things for yourself. “A lot of roles 
weren’t being written for me,” Guillen said. “I had to take 
power into my own hands.” 

Guillen wants people to scream their power, to 
overshadow the hatred and to lead with love. This event 
had a great impact on the attendees and folks were 
sharing affirming words with Guillen and with each other. 

“It’s within all of us to be vocal and to yell love,” Guillen 
said.

Guillen tells a familiar 
tale: balancing culture 
and entertainment 

Guillen from “What We Do In the Shadows” speaks about life as a Mexican actor.
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Story by Carmen Lavilla

The Otter Student Union in partnership with the Otter 
Cross Cultural Center held the keynote event Laughing 
to Keep from Dying with Danielle Fuentes Morgan, who 
discussed the history of Black horror movies. Through 
navigating the satirical undertones of these films, there 
are realms opened that aid people in understanding the 
systemic racism plastered around us. 

Horror movies have been noted for their ability to create 
nuanced exhibitions about the particular  issues that affect 
our society. They act as gauges of social anxieties as they 
create imagery that mirrors the hostility and violence 
occurring within the environment. Morgan emphasized 
that the “real monsters are people and human nature.”

“Most horror films have to do with racial tensions and the 
fear of what we call ‘the other,’” Morgan said.  

Making a comparison between an episode from Rod 
Sterling’s anthology series “The Twilight Zone” and 
Jordan Peele’s horror film “Us,” Morgan delivered the 
sentiment of the stark contrast in treatment that white and 
Black children receive within their society. 

“It’s A Good Life,” an episode from “The Twilight 
Zone,”  is centered on Anthony Fremont - a 6-year-
old who creates destruction when he uses his godlike 
mental powers. Fremont perpetuates violence with no 
consequence. Morgan said that his behavior and lack 

Story and screenshot by Breanna Peterson

Universidad San Francisco de Quito hosted Latitude 
Zero: Amazonia, a talk with David Fernando Romo 
Vallejo, who is a professor, biologist, and researcher at the 
Tiputini Biodiversity Station in the Ecuadorian Amazon 
on Oct. 30. 

Tiputini is one of the most diverse sites in the Amazon, 
which was the main reason for conducting animal 
research there and hosting this talk. The land covered for 
this project is about 4 kilometers and the project started 
a bit before 2010. Initially, the research team had to use 
film cameras. Now, their cameras use memory cards that 
generate more information and have a longer battery life. 
The cameras sense movement and heat, and they are set 
up on opposite sides to capture both sides of an animal. 
So far, their team has captured 100,000 pictures, 10,000 
videos and have documented the presence of 70 species. 

The first bird that Vallejo discussed was a species that is 
often the first bird species to be depleted by hunting. The 
presence of this bird “shows low impact from hunting and 
speaks to the quality of the forest,” Vallejo said. 

Also seen was a paca, a rodent which is frequently hunted 
as well. Another animal captured was a black agouti, 
similar to the North American squirrel. These animals aid 
in seed dispersal of plants. Opossums are also native to 
the region. These animals are significant to evolutionary 
history because they mark the moment in which 
marsupials evolved into placental animals, and there are 
few marsupial species in existence. 

An interesting find in Tiputini was the frequent presence 
of the red brocket deer. They are typically very elusive 
and difficult to find in person. That being said, they 

Black horror films 
and societal truths 
compared in keynote

Latitude Zero: 
Amazonia 

of repercussions back up the assumption in the power 
inherent in whiteness and the expectation that white 
children would always be seen as “innocent.”

Jordan Peele’s “Us,” however, depicts the stark end of 
the spectrum for Black children. In the film, 9-year-
old Adelaide Wilson becomes lost in a hall of mirrors 
when she escapes from her parents supervision and is 
confronted by her evil doppelgänger. During this scene, 
Wilson is wearing an adult shirt and drawing her frame, 
which Morgan explained is “signaling how she isn’t seen 
as a child.”

“Like a near adult, almost forced as a position of 
adulthood,” Morgan said. “Black children are never seen 
as children. They don’t have subjectivity and they’re not 
usually the ones that enact violence but they are usually 
the objects of our fears made manifested.” 

Wilson remains victimized while Fremont is victimizer 
and is overly protected which is a detriment to all as his 
evil continues to be encouraged and allowed. Ultimately, 
Wilson and Fremont’s characters mirror the treatment of 
children within the eyes of the criminal justice system, as 
there is a clear depiction of who remains in power or who 
is disenfranchised.

Morgan also discussed another one of Peele’s films, 
“Get Out,” which illuminates the horror of both micro-
aggressions and macro-aggressions. 

account for 30% of the total images captured by the 
research team. This means that they are very good at 
hiding from humans. 

The team had cameras set up by a salt lake, where as 
Vallejo said, “The presence of water makes vegetation 
less dense.” This allows for clearer visibility for the 
animals and alerts them quickly of the presence of 
predators. Salt lakes are necessary for these animals 
because they contain nutrients, such as salt and clay, 
which are vital to their diets. 

The research team also learned a lot about an elusive 
species called the short-eared dog, which is a canid 
species native to the region. Little information was 
known about this species because they are very elusive. 
Vallejo noted an interesting fact - both domestic dogs and 
wolves belong to the genus canis. Dogs are the species 
canis familiares and wolves are canis lupus. 

This demonstrates how recently, dogs and wolves evolved 
separately from each other. The short-eared dog belongs 
to the genus atelocynus microtis.  This is actually the 
only species in this genus, which shows that this species 
diverged from dogs and wolves much farther back in 
history. The cameras, as well as gestational images, 
captured images of them eating amphibians. This is 
more than has ever been documented about these species 
before. Even more elusive is the bush dog, of which only 
three images were captured.

The cream of the crop from this research expedition, and 
why many people have a fascination with the rainforest, 
was the presence of the big cats. “All the cats [were] 
present, very unique (and) within 4 kilometers, all the 
cats have been detected,” said Vallejo.
 

“No longer do we see the snarling, over the top racists,” 
Morgan said. “But we meet racists who are kind, who are 
charming and who are beautiful.”

The antagonists of this film are the Armitage family. They 
are not overtly racist, but are rather highly educated, 
left-leaning folks who performatively don’t harbor racist 
feelings, but at the same time don’t have real relationships 
with Black people.  

Although the Armitage family is non-racist, their family 
continues to engage in damaging racist acts. Morgan 
states that “not-racist is not the same as anti-racist.” The 
family engages in an ideology of performative liberalism 
that brushes the surge of racism and race,  as if they only 
see these issues in a binary understanding rather than a 
nuanced way of thinking.

Ultimately, Morgan proved how horror movies are a 
viable way of talking about the issues ingrained within 
our world. Racialized horror allows us to see that one of 
the biggest monstrosities to exist is the haunting reality 
for Black people and the racism they continue to endure. 

“Never do we have to invent a monster,” Morgan said. 
“Truth is stranger than fiction.” 

The goal for this project was to determine how many 
jaguars could be found. The research team used the 
markings of the animals, such as jaguars and ocelots, to 
distinguish them. The team recorded 20 different jaguars, 
which is unheard of for such a small amount of land. 

One camera shot of a researcher walking through was 
superimposed with the image of a jaguar walking though 
the same trail. The images were taken 30 minutes apart, 
which means that it is very possible for that researcher 
and cat to have run into each other. The team also 
captured a video of a female jaguar with two cubs, which 
Vallejo said“ represents the gold of what people want to 
see.” 

Another notable happening the cameras picked up was 
the frequency of interspecies interactions. The first was 
a porcupine and a sloth sharing a branch. The porcupine 
grew visibly frustrated because it wanted to cross the 
branch, but the sloth was being characteristically slow 
and would not move quick enough. 

Another unique sight was a video of a group of spider 
monkeys and red howler monkeys sitting together eating 
the nutritious clay by the salt lake. A baby howler monkey 
makes its way towards a spider monkey and climbs 
onto it’s back, as if it was the howler infant’s mother. 
Eventually, the infant’s parent retrieved it. The knowledge 
gained from the onset of this project is immeasurable. 
Vallejo, along with fellow researchers Diego Mosquera 
and Kelly Swing, wrote a book called “Los secretos del 
Yasuní: Avances en la investigación del bosque tropical: 
Estación de Biodiversidad Tiputini,” which translates 
to “The Secrets of Yasuní: Advances in the Investigation 
of the Tropical Forest: Tiputini Biodiversity Station,” 
and was sponsored by the University San Francisco of 
Quito. This book is heralded as one of the best scientific 
catalogues of Ecuador, and its authors are very proud of 
the research and work that went into it. 

Vallejo did address that the Tiputini research team is very 
concerned about climate change and its effects on this 
part of Amazonia. They are looking towards research 
funding to be able to study this aspect of the area, because 
they currently are not funded to be able to study climate 
change. But, Vallejo is hopeful. 

Studying the biodiversity of this region can lead to 
discoveries that will allow for the diversification of other 
parts of the rainforest. Vallejo’s book can be downloaded 
at researchgate.net for those interested in the specifics of 
this project, and student research teams are welcome to 
visit and learn at the Tiputini Biodiversity Station when it 
reopens post COVID-19.

A wild, Amazonian Maragay strolls through the rainforest. 
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Story by Cassidy Ulery
Photo by Cooking with CSUMB website
Recipe: https://csumb.edu/basicneeds/cooking-csumb-0

California State University, Monterey Bay (CSUMB) and 
the Basic Needs Initiative program teamed up for their 
weekly hands-on food demonstrations, “Cooking with 
CSUMB.” The virtual event was held on Oct. 29 and 
featured a mouthwatering recipe on how to prepare lemon 
pepper salmon. 

Student Engagement and Leadership Development 
(SELD) Director Marco Dowell engaged hungry Otters 
through his tutorial on a healthy, yet simple meal that is 
guaranteed to curb those hangry moments. 

“I was a child of the 1960s,” Dowel said. “The only 
salmon I ate as a child came out of a can.”

Dowell informed viewers that his inspiration for creating 
the lemon pepper salmon dish was curated from the help 
of his grandma and a young student along his teaching 
career. Reflecting on the salmon patties and similar to 
crab cakes that Dowell’s grandma was infamous for 
whipping up in the kitchen, Dowell was intrigued when 
seeing a young student eat a WingStop Lemon Pepper 
Chicken Wing. He then wondered what the flavor 
explosion would be like if tried with the nutritious fish.

In addition to seasoning the salmon with lemon pepper, 
Dowell recommends increasing the taste with the help of 
Lawry’s seasoned salt, smoked paprika, a hint of cayenne 
pepper for spice and Old Bay seasoning.

Helping keep taste buds and palettes diverse, Dowell 
accompanied his fish with sides of green beans and 
broccoli. While Dowell is not a fan of broccoli himself, 
he recognizes the importance of keeping meals inclusive 
to satisfy a range of appetites.

“Salmon will go in the broiler,” Dowell said. “We’ll have 
the broccoli steaming and the green beans in water, also 
steaming but in a different way, and of course, rice.”

Dowell suggested that viewers start cooking the rice 
before anything else, as it takes the longest time. Any 
rice will accompany this dish nicely as a side, however 
Dowell prefers to use basmati for the flavor and health 
benefits.

Moving on the salmon preparation, Dowell removed the 
skin from the bottom of the salmon by gliding a knife 
from one corner, lifting the skin up, pulling and ripping 
away all in one swift, safe process.

Fit & fishy: lemon 
pepper salmon

“If you’re uncomfortable removing the skin yourself, you 
can cook it on both sides,” Dowell said. “The skin will 
char and then it’s easier to remove before eating.”

If the salmon comes in a longer piece than average 
portion sizes, Dowell recommends cutting it accordingly 
before cooking in the oven on the broiler setting. Hungry 
Otters can expect the salmon to cook for roughly 10 
minutes depending on size.

While the rice cooked, Dowell chopped a head of broccoli 
and threw it in a stockpot cut to similar sizes of the green 
beans. Once the rice was 10 minutes away from being 
complete, Dowell threw the salmon into the preheated 
oven, started cooking the broccoli and prepared the green 
beans in a cast iron skillet which took approximately 
seven minutes to cook.

“If you didn’t remove the skin of the salmon before 
cooking, now is the time,” Dowell said. “Flip the salmon 
halfway through cooking, remove the skin and place back 
into the oven for an additional few minutes.”

Dowell removed the salmon, rice and broccoli from the 
heat at the same time, while the green beans worked 
their magic on finalizing their cooking. The end result? A 
delicious, flaky and all around nutritious meal that packs 
a protein punch and doesn’t break the bank.

After the cooking demonstration, a handful of lucky 
Otters were chosen to receive the weekly $25 e-gift cards 
used to help students purchase groceries. One lucky 
Otter was the winner of an Instant Pot. Join Cooking 
with CSUMB on Nov. 5 with Dr. Leslie Williams, as she 
guides students through the recipes of Breakfast Pizza 
and No-Bake Cookies.

¡Verde!
Interview by Alison Thomas 
  
The Cal Am Desalination Project is currently under 
review to be executed in Marina. According to the City 
of Marina website, the project will “use slant wells to 
draw brackish (salt) water, and also tap into significant 
fresh groundwater sources that Marina residents rely 
upon for 100% of their drinking water.” The program 
has received much skepticism. To create an educational 
discourse about the proposed plant, John N. Skardon, 
who is an instructor under the School of Natural Sciences 
at CSUMB, was interviewed about the subject.
 
Skardon explained the process of and problems with our 
drinking water and how water filtration can affect student 
and faculty budgets. “At more than $1700 per acre-foot 
and cumulative costs approaching $1 billion, everyone in 
the county will be faced with much higher water prices 
for the foreseeable future.” 
 
Paraphrasing Winston Churchill, Skardon believed 
desalination by reverse osmosis is the worst possible way 
to solve our drinking water problem, except for all the 
others. Or as Skardon’s neighbor usually says when faced 
with a huge plumbing bill “pay once, cry once.”
 
But is energy-intensive membrane filtration really the 
only solution? There are many who say no and point 
to the use of the output from the Pure Water Monterey 
Project as the source of much-needed water.  As an 
engineer, Skardon is in favor of recycling our water, but 
notes the price for recycling water does not come cheap.

 
Seawater membrane filtration plants are known entities 
and touted as being sustainable.  We know how to build 
them and how much they cost to build and operate. This 
lowers the perceived risk by banks and bondholders 
that would be needed to finance the project. This gives 
Cal Am or any other operator the ability to assure its 
municipal customers that water will be available at a 
predictable price.  
 
What the community doesn't know yet is the long-term 
effect of dumping hot RO concentrate (and its chemicals) 
into the Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary and the 
effects of the huge increase in energy demand.  
 

“In the courses I teach at CSUMB, we are very focused on 
this type of problem within our common pool resources, 
like drinking water,” Skardon said. “Our lack of drinking 
water could be explained as a negative externality- an 
inefficient allocation of goods and services caused by 
some underlying problem.”
 
An example of a negative externality is the pervasive 
nitrate problem in our groundwater. State government 
encouraged the farmers to grow as much as possible over 
the past decades but when nitrate began showing up at 
unhealthy levels in many wells across the state.
 

“The battle began over how to solve the problem,” 
Skardon said. “The State asked the growers to pay to fix 
the problem.  The growers responded by claiming that 
there was no affordable technology.”
 

Translate this into, if we do this, it will cost us money, 
increase our operating costs, and we’ll have no way to 
pass this cost onto consumers. That argument has worked 
for more than 20 years via the infamous “Ag Waiver”  but 
may come to an end next year. Is there a zero net cost 
way to solve the nitrate problem? We’ll see.
 
How do we correct negative externalities in common-pool 
resources?  One way is to make the “polluter pay” to fix 
the problem.  That is essentially what is happening with 
both the desal plant and the Monterey Pure Water Project 
expansion.  
 

“But this assumes that the users of the resource can afford 
to pay for the more expensive water - my water bill is 
expected to increase up to four times per Cal Am letter,” 
Skardon said. 
 
Students at CSUMB have read Hardin’s “Tragedy of the 
Commons” and understand that traditionally, there were 
only two outcomes to problems in the commons - the 
State must take over the resource and regulate its use or 
see the resource over-exploited. 
 
But the late Elinor Ostrom - who received the Nobel 
Prize in 2009 - came up with a another idea: communities 
could solve their own problems if they could get all the 
stakeholders to work together, share the same goals and 
data, and most importantly agree to enforce their own 
rules without the overbearing intrusion by state or federal 
regulators. Can Ostrom’s pioneering work help our 
decision makers make the best choice and is there a third 
solution?

Marina Desalination 
Plant: An Interview 
with Dr. John Skardon
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Story by Emma Garcia

The primary election will be over in less than 48 hours 
and the final countdown for ballot counting will begin. If 
one is wondering where to drop off their ballot, they have 
many options to do so. If voting in the Monterey area, 
California State University, Monterey Bay (CSUMB) 
created an on-campus ballot drop box to make sure 
students and staff have a voting place to ensure their 
voices are heard this election.

The Director of Student Engagement & Leadership 
Development (SELD) Marco Dowell  worked with 
Community Engagement - an organization under SELD 

- partnered with the Monterey County Elections Office. 
They have worked with the Monterey County Election 
office since 2016 to provide the CSUMB ballot dropbox. 

This year's dropbox will be located at the Saratoga 
Community Center on Nov. 3 starting at 7 a.m. The 
Associate Vice President of Student Affairs and Dean 
of Students Dr. Leslie Williams, Chief Conduct Officer  
Idonas Hughes and Dowell took an oath Saturday and 
participated in the proper training to become servants of 
the Monterey County Elections Office. This allows them 
to collect ballots and host an official ballot drop box for 
all CSUMB community members to drop off their ballots.  

Dowell explained that due to COVID-19 and the 
University's online transition, the creation of a ballot drop 
box was looking very unlikely this year. Their original 
goal for the general election was “to work to have an 
actual polling place on campus but [the team] did not 
anticipate being able to succeed with that effort due to 
indoor gatherings being prohibited.” 

Once it was determined that the community center could 
be considered since actual gathering doesn’t occur with a 
dropbox, Dowell said the plan to place the drop box “was 
full steam ahead.”  

What Dowell considered the most rewarding part of 
that process was the “direct student civic and voter 
empowerment activities” that were put on by “many 
campus colleagues, departments and programs.” 

Community Engagement and the Associated Students 
educated and empowered voters by sponsoring two 
presidential debate watch parties, and another for the vice 
presidential debate. 

“Inspiration [for the ballet drop box] was the opportunity 
to empower members of the CSUMB family and our 
neighbors from surrounding communities to first register 
as voters and then to participate in the electoral process 
with little to no obstacles,” Dowell said. “We now work 
to achieve this election's objective year to year.”  

Community Engagement encourages members of the 
CSUMB community to visit the ballet drop off box which 
is located at 1802 Saratoga Court, Marina tomorrow from 
7 a.m. to 8 p.m. to make voting easy and convenient in 
this year's election.  

If the CSUMB ballet drop box isn't accessible for you, 
here is a list of certified Ballot Drop Boxes in Monterey 
County. These are open 24 hours a day, but will close at 8 
p.m. on election night. 

Carmel: 
Carmel Valley Library
65 W. Carmel Valley Rd., Carmel Valley
Harrison Memorial Library
Corner of Ocean Ave and Lincoln St., Carmel-by-the-Sea

Castroville: 
Castroville Library
11160 Speegle St., Castroville

Salinas:
Cesar Chavez Library
615 Williams Rd, Salinas
Monterey County Elections 
(Provides in person assistance on Monday 8am-5pm | 
Election Day 7am-8pm )
1441 Schilling Place North Bldg., Salinas
Monterey County Health Department
1270 Natividad Rd., Salinas

Gonzales:
Gonzales Library
851 Fifth St., Gonzales

Greenfield: 
Greenfield City Hall
599 El Camino Real, Greenfield

King City: 
King City Library
404 Broadway St., King City

Marina:
Marina Community Center
211 Hillcrest Ave., Marina
Marina Library
190 Seaside Circle, Marina

Seaside: 
Seaside – City Hall
440 Harcourt Ave., Seaside

Monterey: 
Monterey Public Library
625 Pacific St., Monterey

Pacific Grove: 
Pacific Grove City Hall
300 Forest Ave, Pacific Grove

Prunedale:
Prunedale Library
17822 Moro Rd., Prunedale

Soledad:
Soledad Library
401 Gabilan Dr., Soledad

Business Hour Drop Box Locations in 
Monterey County OPEN from 8am-5pm:

Del Rey Oaks:
Del Rey Oaks City Hall
650 Canyon del Rey Blvd., Del Rey Oaks

Seaside: 
Early Voting Center at Embassy Suites 
(In-person Assistance on Monday 8am-5pm | Election 
Day 7am-8pm) 
1441 Canyon Del Rey Blvd., Seaside

Gonzales:
Gonzales City Hall
147 4th St., Gonzales

King City:
King City City Hall
212 S. Vanderhurst Ave., King City

Salinas:
Monterey County Government Center 1st Floor
168 W. Alisal St., Salinas

Sand City:
Sand City Hall Chamber
1 Pendergrass Way (Sylvan Way), Sand City

Soledad:
Soledad City Hall
248 Main St., Soledad

If you live in Monterey County and want to vote in 
person, visit the Monterey County Elections Office 
Website to find your designated polling location. 

The Monterey-Salinas Transit Center (MST) is also 
doing their part to help make it easier for voters by 
providing free bus rides to polling stations all day on 
Tuesday. According to an MST  press release, “Lack of 
transportation should not prevent anyone from being able 
to exercise their right to vote.” 

Story and photo by Cassidy Ulery

Erika L. Sánchez hooks readers with her 
poignant, informative and captivating 
young adult novel “I Am Not Your Perfect 
Mexican Daughter.” 

Following the journey of Julia, she embarks 
on a mission to discover the mysterious, 
serrective life of her “perfect” sister Olga 
before her untimely passing. Along the 
way, Julia matures from a confrontational 
and moody teenage girl to a softer, more 
understanding young woman who can 
empathize with her family’s history and the 
hidden struggles individuals face.

Sánchez celebrates Mexican culture by 
informing readers about the traditions and 
customs of Mexican culture. Shedding an 
insightful and honest look on the haunting 
nature of grief and absence, Sánchez 
showcases the importance of how open 
communication can help one’s healing 
process.

Sánchez elaborately describes and depicts 
the emotional rollercoaster of being a 
teenage girl with vivid imagery, while 
addressing depression and the abuse 
occurring from Julia’s overly-controlling 
parents. 

Taking place in Chicago, Sánchez’s 
novel switches to a playful, light-hearted 
tone when Julia moves away to reside 
with relatives in Mexico periodically. 
The writing style is simplistic making for 
an easy read.

Some of the book has witty and laugh-
out-loud moments but contains heavy 
trigger warnings that most young adult 
authors tend to shy away from. 

The characters inside of “I Am Not Your 
Perfect Mexican Daughter” range from 
comical to hostile. Sánchez gives the 
readers a well-developed background 
of the characters, but some fell short of 
being likeable and sympathetic.

Overall, Sánchez’s novel is nothing 
short of mesmerizing and educational. 
Sánchez beautifully intertwines English 
and Spanish, complimenting and 
completing the story’s premise and 
celebration of identity. 

Sánchez writes a 
Mexcian coming-of-
age novel

SELD creates ballot 
drop off 

Vivlio Talks
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The 2020 Election
Poll created by Emma Garcia
Photo and graphics by Arianna Nalbach

Community shares 
opinions on the 
general election

93.2%
85.5%
4.3%

76.1% Democrat
4.2% Republican
5.6% Independent
9.9% other/did not answer

4.2% Libertarian

To represent the California State University, 
Monterey Bay (CSUMB) community’s opinion 
toward the 2020 General Election, students 
and faculty were anonymously surveyed about 
their party preferences and feelings towards the 
election. Roughly 0.9% of CSUMB students 
participated in the form, with 74 total responses.

47.3% 4th year 27

5

14

25.7% 3rd year 19

1
6

17 males

16.2% 2nd year
8.1% 1st year
2.7% staff

4 nonbinary,
agender,
genderfluid

Academic year Race/ethnicity

Gender identity

of responders are currently 
registered to vote. 4% are 
not registered and 2.8% 
are unable to register.

Donald
Trump

Joe
Biden

4.3% don't plan on voting or are 
only voting for local representatives 
5.9% are undecided, didn't state, or 
voting for a different canidate

Only 26% of responders 
voted in the 2016 election. 
65.8% were unable to vote 
because they were not 18.

53 females
White Latinx Black 2 or 

more
Hispanic Unknown

How do you feel about the 2020 election?

Who are you voting for?

“Like if I had to 
choose between 
falling into an active 
volcano or going 
down a rocky, 
white-water river 
with a waterfall at 
the end... I have 
a higher chance 
of surviving the 
waterfall but still…” 

“I’m extremely nervous about 
the outcome. I feel like the next 
president needs to really get the 
country’s sh** together and focus 
on saving the environment or else 
we’re all going to live miserably 
and die.”

“I feel overwhelmed, there is a lot 
at stake. However I also believe the 
fight to end the injustices happening 
will continue afterwards because 
there is a lot of work to do.” 

“It is pure chaos and 
stress; something 
big is going to 
happen between the 
‘two sides.’”

“I am not sure if it is 
going to be different 
from the last so I 
don't want to get 
my hopes up like I 
did.”
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Creative Works

Story by Victoria Green 

I understand this pandemic has put a strain on all of us, to 
include our physical activity levels. I work as a student 
assistant for Annual Giving and Alumni Relations and 
when working on campus, I would take active breaks like 
getting up, stretching, and taking a walk while inhaling 
the fresh air. During the transition of moving back home, 
working remotely, and learning through a virtual setting, 
I found myself lacking the motivation and confidence 
within myself. Social media was my main deterrence 
in becoming physically active again. As I would scroll 
through images of different people I thought to myself, 
oh I could never be that size or I could never look as good 
as they do. Ever since I was little I have always compared 
myself with my peers, wondering why I couldn’t mirror 
their image. I have never found myself sitting on the 
slender side of the scale, even when I was engaging in the 

I’ve tried to ditch the narcissism

That defined me from my youth

Up until my later years, as a grown-ass man-child

The one I am today, and at the same time, amn’t

Thinking retrospectively, I like to believe I’ve escaped from that cocoon,

But who knows, really?

This one is trying to be humble

For the sake of self-redemption

I keep telling myself I’m not the goof I used to be

But looking in the mirror, every single day,

There’s no denying, that’s not not me.

Introspection is Key

most vigorous physical activities. Our world we live in is 
surrounded by individuals that are constantly telling us 
how we should or shouldn’t look, eat, drink, act, and even 
wear our clothes a certain way. 

I am a fourth year Kinesiology student and if there is 
one thing I have learned in my time here at CSUMB, it 
is that we need to throw the scale out the window and 
shut out everyone else’s ideas of ourselves! I have been 
looking at becoming physically active in all the wrong 
ways. Engaging in physical activity or exercise should be 
executed purely for the enjoyment of feeling good about 
yourself, not for the looks. We are all unique individuals 
with different body types and needs, therefore, physical 
activity will affect each and every one of us in different 
ways. It is not about who is the skinniest, who can run the 
most distance, or who can lift the most weight. 

As we all adapt to this change in time, I encourage you 
to start becoming active in the ways that interest you 
and in the ways that make you live a healthier life. Some 
examples of physical activities that you can participate 
in include going for a walk around your neighborhood, 
taking your dog to the park to play fetch, planting a 
garden in your backyard, doing some chores around the 
house, practice yoga poses, or lifting weights in your 
garage if they are available. We should all take advantage 
of the health benefits that come out of physical activity. 
You are the only person who is in charge of your body 
and managing your health, so why not take the lead? Our 
looks or body image is only a perception that is subject 
to change based on what others see, but being the best 
healthy version of yourself is a lifestyle. 

Physical Activity for 
Healthy Fulfillment, 
Not Looks 

The Reflecting Pool
Poem by Philly Kash

Virtual Photography
Photo by Arianna Nalbach
Game: Red Dead Redemption 2

Upcoming Events
Nov. 4 Want to learn more about paid positions 

through the Peace Corps? Join the Peace Corps 

Experience Workshop at 3 p.m. to discover job 

opportunities after graduation.

Nov. 4-6  Discuss navigating through the 

presidential election at either noon. or 4 p.m. this 

Wednesday through Friday. 

Nov. 5  To learn more about the impacts of 

colonialism, watch "499" with your fellow Otters at 

4 p.m.

Nov. 2 Luis Sahagun will lead a tutorial on how to 

make a sugar skull. Celebrate Dias de los Muertos at 

2 p.m. 

Nov. 3 Head to the Saratoga Community Center in 

East Campus from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. to complete your 

vote and deliver your ballot. The full address is 2802 

Saratoga Court Marina, CA 93933. 

Nov. 3 Check the CSUMB Dashboard and The 

Lutrinae’s Instagram to participate in The Lutrinae’s 

Election Poll. Your response may be featured in our 

live, written updates of the election starting at 10 a.m. 

Visit https://forms.gle/kET4GspLXeLubGJ29 to respond 

now.

Peace Corps 
Experience Workshop

Election 2020: Talk 
it Out!

499 Film Viewing

Sugar Skull Workshop

Ballot Dropbox

Election Poll
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Photo contest winner!

The Lutrinae 
wants to hear 
your voices

Want to showcase your work in 
the student newspaper? Email 
sybrown@csumb.edu to have your 
work considered for our next issue.

We love to see your:
illustrations • short stories • poems

foeefc derllub

eat essserop

ganb teambayer

letta webcorld

sternom ratskcor

Can you unscramble these words to reveal the names of these 
caffeinated drinks?

coffee, Redbull, 
Bang, Yerbamate, 

tea, espresso, latte, 
cold brew, Monster, 

Rockstar

Answers:

theme: seasonal
Calista Dykes


