January 31, 2019

CHANCELLOR WHITE SAYS

TUITION INCREASE IS

“OFF THE TABLE”

By Jessenya Guerra
On Jan. 22, Chancellor Tim White addressed the state of
the CSU system in a similar fashion to the annual State
of the Union address done by the president of the United
States. Despite the lack of a State of the Union address
this year due to the national government shutdown,
White addressed the state of the CSU beginning by
welcoming some of the newest board members including
Eleni Kounalakis, the newly elected lieutenant governor,
and Tony Thurmond, the new State Superintendent of
Schools.
“Our unified focus on the Graduation Initiative resulted
in the highest number of graduates in the history of the
California State University,” said White when talking
about the achievements made by the CSUs in the past
year. “Our four-year graduation rate for first-time
freshmen increased six percentage points. Our two-year
graduation rate for transfer students from the community
colleges increased seven percentage points.” White
credited these remarkable achievements to the faculty,
staff and administration that are dedicated to helping
students across California.
White went on to speak about the equity gap that he
says the CSUs have made meaningful progress toward
closing. He then continued to say the graduation gap
between students who are underserved, meaning with
less financial accessibility, and those who are well off
closed by almost two points. “Please understand this
is not some ‘check the box’ goal of ours. This focus on
closing the achievement gap is recognition of our moral
responsibility to do the right thing,” the chancellor
explained.
After discussing the progress made towards equity
and higher graduation rates for students, he said, “the
solutions to the challenges facing our great state will
come from this wellspring of diversity that we are
so proud of welcoming and nurturing.” A part of that
wellspring comes from his introduction of Dr. Ramona
Tascoe. In 1968, Tascoe took part in the now historic
campus protests at San Francisco State University
and was among the first to be arrested during the
demonstration. These protests eventually led to the
creation of the College of Ethnic Studies among the
CSUs.
Continue Chancellor White on page 2

Chancellor White. Courtesy of The California State University System.

Whalefest returns to Monterey Bay
Story and photos by Kristen Finley
Marine animal enthusiasts gathered in large numbers
over the weekend at the ninth annual Whalefest to
educate themselves and their children of the dangers of
plastic pollution. People from all over California learned
how plastic pollution directly affects the several species
of whale, dolphin and porpoise that come into Monterey
Bay to feed from January to April.
There were over 44 marine mammal related exhibits
and kiosks, and the wharf was full of ways to make
learning about important issues fun. From life-sized
humpback whales children and adults could crawl
which represented the typical amount of plastic found
in beached whales, to having a drone in the water
displaying plastic in the harbor, there was no mistaking
the impact humans have had on marine life.
Other interactive kid-oriented activities included a lifesized model of an Orca, ‘fishing’ for different native
species of the bay with magnets and metal replicas,
puzzles, and a booth where participants could carve
designs into soap to mock scrimshaw, the ancient art of
carving whale bones. Face painting and whale watching
tours were also offered, many at discounted prices, while
several local seafood restaurants offered samples and
meals at a discount as well.
Volunteers were also observed wearing costumes of
native species with a sash embroidered with the web
address for Save the Whales’ website to promote the
organization’s deep-rooted mission to preserve our
oceans. In addition, children were offered free masks
of otters, giant pacific octopuses and various sea birds.
Many children were spotted carrying plastic replicas of
humpback whales, orcas and dolphins as gifts that were
offered to them by marine scientists on site promoting
conservation efforts.
Volunteers dressed as marine animals native to Monterey Bay to raise
awareness on pollution and conservation (top left). Whale watching
trips and wharf tours available with speakers about whales in the bay
and plastic pollution (top right). A hand painted sign with an otter and
an important message about pollution and conservation (bottom left).
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For those more passionate, there were seven scheduled
speakers for the entirety of the festival with important
messages about the research actively being conducted

Steinbeck Young
Authors

in the bay and what their findings mean for the future
of Monterey Bay, and the marine life that depend on its
unique geography for food. One speaker talked about
light pollution in the bay and how it affects the marine
life that feed at night - such as squid, a few species of
shark, skates and rays.
Whalefest has served as a valuable way to teach both
locals and tourists about the importance of keeping
Monterey Bay clean of plastic, light and chemical
pollution for nine years and counting. With great
food, live music and interactive ways to learn, it’s not
difficult to imagine why people came by the hundreds to
participate. `
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Chancellor White

Continued from page 1

“I am very pleased to let you know that Dr. Tascoe - that
vigorous student protester of the 60’s - has graciously
accepted our invitation to serve on the advisory
committee for the search for the next president of San
Francisco State. She demanded change over fifty years
ago and she remains an agent of compassionate change
today,” White said, welcoming Tascoe to the CSU
committee.
Much of White’s address discussed the new California
governor, Gavin Newsom, and how his vision for
California aligns with the CSU’s mission. “‘Now more
than ever, America needs California. It needs the guiding
light of our values and the progress they make possible.
This is where America’s future is made,’” stated
governor Newsom in his inaugural address, which White
referenced. With governor Newsom’s proposed funding
increase, the chancellor stated, “ I will not bring forward
any request for the Trustees to consider a tuition increase
for our 2019-20 budget. You heard me correctly: tuition
is off the table.”

“I couldn’t help but think [Newsom’s] words are equally
true for the Cal State University ‘Now, more than ever,
California needs the Cal State University. It needs the
guiding light of our values and the progress they make
possible. This is where California’s future is made,’”
said White, demonstrating the alignment between the
new state’s governor and the CSUs.
“Universities are designed to be a vigorous marketplace
of ideas. A place where research and discovery, analysis,
curiosity and critical thinking are among the tools we
use in a relentless quest for truth and knowledge,” said
White in his address, “It takes great courage to listen
to opinions that do not match our own, and discuss
those sentiments with openness and with respect.” The
chancellor made it known that the CSUs are in a place
of position moving into 2019 with an overall theme
throughout his address of knowledge leading to power.
“Becoming well-informed citizens is never a bad
thing, especially if we seek for understanding, for
commonalities and for insight - especially when we
welcome dissent and learn from it.” White made it clear
to all, friends and critics that CSU graduates learn these
important tools while in California State Universities to

All Black Gala 2019

make way for a better future. These tools he said will
empower graduates and “help our alumni become the
key to California’s brightest and most hopeful future.”
“We are at a pivotal time in the history of the Cal
State University. A point of confluence where
visionary leaders in our state government, courageous
presidents and faculty across our 23 campuses,
committed administrators and staff, passionate alumni,
consequential trustees, generous donors and friends of
the university, and hundreds of thousands of students
and their families are coming together and doubling
down to envision and advance the future, to really get
things done,” continued White, pushing those who were
listening to make a stand to promote positive change in
this upcoming year.
“More Californians will be admitted; more will
graduate. More bright minds - diverse in thought
and characteristics, but united in hope and purpose;
studying a wide range of disciplines and professions in
the arts, humanities, sciences, along with engineering,
architecture, agriculture and many other professional
fields - this will power our state’s economy and society
for decades to come,” ended White.

Lessons from Ferguson
By Jessenya Guerra

“In association with Otter Cross Cultural Center,
Associated Students is proud to be hosting the 2019
All Black Gala: Lessons from Ferguson!” says the
Associated Students webpage at csumb.edu, “This is a
formal event celebrating Black Hxstory and the immense
diversity of Black culture and brilliance.”
The gala will be held on Sunday, Feb. 10 from 6 to 10
p.m. in the University Center Ballroom and doors will
open to guests officially at 5:30 p.m. This annual event
is free to all California State University, Monterey Bay
students with their Otter ID. Prices for faculty, staff and
alumni is $5. The general public is $10 and VIP tickets
are $15.
“This year’s program will reflect on the events leading
up to Ferguson, MO., as well as engage in cultivating
strategies for healing and social transformation,” says the
Associated Students webpage, “Our keynote speakers are
Michael Brown Sr., Marcellus Buckley and Dr. David
Ragland.”
For more info or disability accommodations, please
contact Michelle Czarnecki at miczarnecki@csumb.edu.

Winterlands rave kicks
off new semester
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sense of community on campus and with the neighboring cities.
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The crowd enjoying themselves during Stonefish’s set at Winterlands 2019. Photo by Jenna Ethridge.

By Jenna Ethridge
California State University, Monterey Bay (CSUMB)
hosted its second annual Winterlands EDM concert
on Jan. 25 in the Black Box Cabaret (BBC) in
collaboration with Ottermedia, Associated Students,
Otter Student Union and the Union Programming
Board. The lineup consisted of student DJ’s such as
iQ, Krome, Lex Rex and Stonefish.
The BBC was quickly occupied by CSUMB students
adorned in traditional “rave” attire that included neon
colors, flashing light fixtures and minimal clothing
to combat the heat accumulating inside - despite
the winter weather. The event’s jurassic theme was
heavily enforced as dinosaur cutouts and vines
accompanied the stage, as well as two tyrannosaurusrex costumes dancing among the crowd.
In attendance was first-year student, Jordynne
England, who said, “Winterlands gave me the
impression that CSUMB is very supportive of their

students’ creativity. It’s a place for people to show off
their talent, as well a place for people to have fun and
enjoy themselves - there were a lot of people that were
really in their element, so that was enjoyable to watch.”
Nick Gonzales - also known as headliner, Stonefish - is
a third-year student with a heavy musical background.
Gonzales not only DJ’s and produces electronic music,
but is also familiar with the piano, guitar, ukulele, bass
and drums. Though headliner of this year’s event, last
year’s Winterlands was Gonzales’ first live performance
as Stonefish.
“For me, this year’s Winterlands was just as fun, if not,
way more fun than last year’s debut. We had a lot more
lights thanks to the staff at the BBC which is always
a plus. It was so much fun performing alongside my
friends,” stated Gonzales, “As far as next year’s goes,
probably [expect] bigger and better! I’m sure we’ll come
up with something really fun but in the meantime, I’m
just so happy everyone had a good time.”
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Talented Young Authors meet CSUMB
students The Steinbeck essay contest
By: Robyn Riberal, Liberal Studies
Senior, College of Education

Take advantage of the many opportunities
for professional experience while at
California State University, Monterey
Bay (CSUMB), one of which being
a participant in the Steinbeck Young
Authors program as a writing coach.
The Steinbeck Young Authors program
presents an opportunity for middle school
students to explore the pleasures of
writing. CSUMB students can volunteer
to be writing coaches for this program
which encourages middle school students
to enhance their skills by reading and
responding to John Steinbeck’s work. This
year, “The Gift” - the first of four stories
from the novel, “The Red Pony” - was
selected for the contest.
Steinbeck Young Authors provides
teachers with a curriculum to enhance
students’ writing skills. After working
with students, teachers may nominate
their students to participate in the Day of
Students from Dr. Gage’s class on the day of the contest 2018. (Sylvia Cortez, Clifford Andrews, Brianna Lindsey, Robyn Riberal, Lorena Amador,and Arvin Poblete).
Writing, which connects students with the Photo provided by Robyn Riberal.
community. Community members (including CSUMB
Sophia is in eighth grade and Jessica is in the sixth
School in Hollister. He was a recipient of the 2017
students) may volunteer as writing coaches for this
grade. We chatted about hobbies and plans for their
California Teachers Association Cesar Chavez “Si, Se
event. Participating middle school students will spend
future. Coaching was an exciting experience and even
Pude” Human Rights Award.
the day at the National Steinbeck Center in Salinas,
more fun than I anticipated. Each student had a different
California, writing essays to submit to the contest. Each
prompt so it was interesting to work with both prompts.
What made his speech particularly wonderful was that
student will choose a prompt to respond to. Students
I gave them suggestions and other ideas to consider
he used language that the students could understand
also learn about horse care, storytelling and Steinbeck
adding to their papers. Working together in this authentic and relate to. They were all very attentive and clearly
himself before the writing portion begins. This is a timed context resulted in much stronger essays. They were a
enjoyed the story he told about growing up in a migrant
writing contest in which the papers must be submitted at
joy to work with and completed very well-written essays. worker family, his process of learning and getting help
the end of day.
from his teachers. He captivated the students in the
The Awards Ceremony
audience with his outstanding achievements and message
Day of Writing
About a month after the Day of Writing, all of the
that “hard work will bring you success.”
Approximately 3,500 students each year participate in
student essays are typed and included in a book with the
the contest every March. The schools that participate in
students’ photos. These books are given to every student
Monterey County is lucky to have such a great program
Monterey County span from Watsonville to King City.
at the awards ceremony which was held at the center on
for the community. It encourages so many young people
Last year, the contest took place on March 5, 2018 at
April 28, 2018. It was an exciting event for everyone
to explore and enjoy literature. Volunteering for this
the National Steinbeck Center in Salinas, California. I
involved. All students returned hoping to receive an
contest was a fantastic experience. It was so rewarding
participated in this contest as a writing coach, offered as
award. Cash awards were presented in each grade
as a college student to feel welcomed into the academic
Community of Scholar (COSA) points to Liberal Studies category - nine in total!
community. The event and many other events happen at
GWAR students in Dr. Gage’s class. COSA points are
the National Steinbeck Center. Take
given to encourage students to immerse themselves into
The featured speaker at the ceremony was Oscar Ramos, advantage of these opportunities
occupation related activities.
the star of the documentary, East of Salinas, which was
while you are at CSUMB. The Day
aired on PBS Nationally. Ramos is a third-grade teacher
of Writing is March 2, 2019. Sign
As a writing coach, I worked with two talented young
at Sherwood Elementary in Salinas and a respected
up to be a volunteer at http://www.
ladies named Sophia and Jessica. First, I had the
advocate for education. Ramos holds an annual Latino
steinbeck.org/support/volunteeropportunity to chat and get to know them over lunch.
Student Leadership Conference at San Benito High
opportunities/.

Reservation Days
What to know
By Hailey Hill
As the spring semester has only barely
begun, students at California State
University, Monterey Bay (CSUMB) are
more likely to be thinking about their new
classes and activities, rather than where
they will live during the next academic
year. However, the time to reserve a place
to live on campus for the 2019-2020
school year is quickly approaching! Here
are the basics of what you need to know
in order to get through this process as
smoothly as possible.
Reservation Days, which will begin in
February, is a “chance to secure your
spot on campus for the fall,” according to
an email that was sent out in November
by Student Housing. Deposits for
Reservation Days opened December
3, but it is not too late to make these
deposits, as Reservation Days is still
upcoming.
A benefit to participating in Reservation
Days is rate lock, which “secures your
housing rate for a designated number of
years while you progress academically
as an undergraduate student.” Rate lock
is a way to save money on housing and

rates vary depending on how many years
a student has attended CSUMB. Graduate
students are not eligible for rate lock;
housing options and rates for graduate
students are available on the CSUMB
website.
Because Reservation Days is coming
up soon, it is a good idea to decide who
you plan on living with next year, along
with what housing option you and your
future roommates will plan on selecting.
Check the CSUMB website to review
the rules regarding age, what units you
are permitted to live in and what meal
plan requirements may accompany your
choice of residence. It is also important
that you and your selected roommates
each put down the same names for who to
live with and if you are planning on living
co-ed, be sure that your roommate gender
preferences all match or the roommate
request will not be honored.

Upcoming Otter
Showcase
By Ray Kaiser

As we usher in the new semester
and get used to our schedules, it’s
time to start looking for what other
opportunities lie in the vast number of
clubs at California State University,
Monterey Bay. The Otter Showcase
creates a space for clubs and other
student organizations to table and
tell you about themselves. If you’re
looking to get involved on campus,
you’re sure to find something to fit

your niche or pique your interests. And
if you can’t find exactly what you’re
looking for, an informational session on
how to start a club is also being hosted at
the showcase, so you can be the change
you want to see and join the community
of on-campus extracurriculars.
You can catch The Lutrinae and many
other student organizations in the main
quad on Monday, Feb. 4 from 11 a.m.
to 2 p.m.

TAG Movie
Screening

More information on Reservation Days
will become available on the CSUMB
website as the date draws closer. In
addition to online resources, in-person
sessions will become available to help
you through the process and answer any
questions you may have.

Warner Bros. Pictures

By Jessenya Guerra
Join the Otter Student Union
Programming Board for screenings
of the movie “TAG.” Shows are at 7
and 9 p.m. in the Black Box Caberet
on Friday, Feb. 1. The shows are free
for any California State University,
Monterey Bay students with their Otter
ID. Bring some snacks and a blanket to
enjoy a fun Friday in!

With a close to four-star rating on Rotten
Tomatoes, this R-rated movie is about “a
small group of former classmates [who]
organize an elaborate, annual game of
tag that requires some to travel all over
the country,” according to IMDB. Jeremy
Renner, Jake Johnson and Ed Helms take
place in the game of a lifetime, literally,
to strengthen their friendship over the
years. Get ready for some big laughs this
Friday at the Black Box Caberet.
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Understanding fishery designations
supports sustainability TrueBlue
By Josh Bowman

Buying seafood responsibly can be incredibly confusing.
There are so many hurdles that we, as consumers, must
jump in order to be certain we are making the best
choices possible. When we hand over our money, we
want it to be supporting the people and practices that
are good for our personal health, as well as the health
of the marine ecosystem. Because the world’s oceans
are interlinked and interconnected, it is important to
first have a global perspective. Global thinking and
participating in a global community is something
California State University, Monterey Bay (CSUMB)
students learn across all majors.

Agriculture Organization (FAO) of the United Nations.
What this means is that nearly all the world’s fisheries
are being fished at a maximum limit that current
practices can sustain, which some people in the industry
refer to as “peak fish.”

might not be to give up seafood entirely. More and more
people are changing their diets to exclude land-based
meat and to include seafood because of the benefits
that seafood brings to the table, both nutritionally and
environmentally.

Seafood currently makes up nearly one-fifth of all animal
protein consumed in the world, according to Kituyi and
Thomas. This is becoming more of a problem as the
global population increases, now approaching 8 billion
people. Along with a growing global population comes a
growing global demand for seafood.

Each week, this column will focus on a different area
around seafood sourcing and analyze some of the
benefits and impacts. Some of the future topics to look
out for are:
• Aquaculture
• Farmed vs. wild
• Seafood labeling
• Commercial industry of Monterey Bay
• Sushi from the Otter Express
• Environmental and nutritional health of seafood
• A look at our local fishery workforce
• Policy analysis of California’s commercial fishery
• The pescatarian diet
Next week, I will be focusing on different fishing and
aquaculture practices, and what some of the concerns are
for each method.

Worldwide, nearly 90 percent of fish stocks have
been either fully exploited, overexploited or depleted
according to Mukhisa Kituyi, the Secretary General
of the United Nations Conference on Trade and
Development, and Peter Thomas, the United Nations
Special Envoy for the Ocean.

It is important that fish populations are not fished over
the limits of current exploitation to meet the increasing
global demand for seafood capture, as people around
the world depend on their fisheries to survive. The
ocean fisheries and aquaculture directly provide for the
livelihoods of close to 60 million people. Indirectly, it is
estimated that 200 million jobs are connected to fisheries
sector, according to the FAO.

An exploited fishery is “a fishery that is operating at,
or close to, an optimal yield level, with no expected
room for further expansion” defined by the Food and

The global fisheries present some very real and
challenging questions about seafood sourcing. You might
be surprised to hear that the answer to these questions

Have a column idea or story about the fisheries in
Monterey Bay? Feel free to email jobowman@csumb.
edu with your news, questions or suggestions.

The return of Vampire Weekend
Music Maven
By Jenna Ethridge
On Jan. 17, Vampire Weekend’s rumored return was
confirmed by frontman Ezra Koenig via Instagram,
as he informed fans of details concerning their new
album. The band’s fourth full-length studio album was
first teased as “FOTB” - a tradition that has continued
throughout the band’s history - but has since been
established as “Father of the Bride.”
Fans have anxiously awaited their return since the
release of their last album six years ago, “Modern
Vampires of the City.” Prior to that, the band released
“Contra” in 2010 and their self-titled debut in 2008. In
regards to the wait, Koenig stated, “I know that 5-6 years
is considered a long time between records. Personally, I
think it’s a dignified pace befitting a band that’s already
placed three albums in stores, but everyone has their own
sense of time.”
Koenig also explained that he has been juggling the
band with his newfound fatherhood, having recently
had a child with longtime partner and actress, Rashida
Jones. The band experienced a halt in production when
cofounder and songwriter Rostam Batmanglij quit back
in 2016. Batmanglij’s departure was unexpected and
mourned by many, though he assured fans that he and
Koenig would continue to collaborate and Batmanglij’s
debut solo album, “Half-Light,” was released the
following year.

The double album will consist of 18 songs and is
expected to be released early this spring, as Koenig
explained there will be three two-song drops each month
leading up to its release. The first two singles, “Harmony
Hall” and “2021,” were released last Thursday on
Spotify, Apple Music and everywhere music lives.

The band has already been confirmed to perform at
several festivals throughout 2019 and is rumored to
headline Outside Lands in San Francisco this August.

“Harmony Hall” is five minutes of acoustic guitar and
piano that come together to create what seems to
embody the simplistic liveliness of a sunny day.
Koenig’s delicate vocals and introspective
lyricism deliver what is to be expected from
Vampire Weekend - including the lyric,
“I don’t wanna live like this, but I don’t
wanna die,” in reference to 2013’s “Finger
Back.”
Contradictorily, “2021” is just under
two minutes long and samples
Japanese musician, Haruomi Hosono
- whose song “Honey Moon” was
recently covered by fellow indie
artist, Mac Demarco. Koenig seems to
doubt the possibility that his muse will
still consider him in the future, despite
his patience, as he sings, “2021, will you
think about me? I could wait a year, but I
shouldn’t wait three.”

Word Search

This week’s word search theme is colors! Despite there only being 11 “main” colors (red, orange,
yellow, green, blue, purple, pink, brown, grey, black and white), there are an infinite amount of types,
combinations and shades.

Sudoku

Solved puzzles

Amber
Beige
Chartreuse
Cyan
Emerald

Fuchsia
Gold
Indigo
Lavender
Magenta

Mauve
Peach
Periwinkle
Salmon
Sienna

Tan
Taupe
Teal
Turquoise
Violet
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Netflix’s new original, “Outlaw King”
Ray’s Reviews

By Ray Kaiser
3.8/5
These types of films are my favourite niche.
Medieval period pieces are among the genres that
film has probably done the most disservice to, the
only passable medieval piece of the past decade
being a fantasy show (thanks HBO). That said,
the first look at “Outlaw King” was promising and
upon finally seeing it on Netflix, it is probably the
best medieval piece I’ve ever seen.
The story follows Robert the Bruce (played by
Chris Pine), Earl of Carrick and eventual king
of Scots in the early days of the Scottish war for
independence. Kicking off in 1304, the story of
Robert Bruce’s campaign is set right after the
English force a pledge of fealty from the Scottish
lords and is incidentally more or less directly
following the end of the film “Braveheart.”
Fortunately “Outlaw King” is not a historical
atrocity like “Braveheart” and manages to miss
almost all of the historically inaccurate tropes most
medieval period pieces tend to fall prey to. People
are clean and only covered in blood and dirt when
it makes sense, and clothing is colourful and
patterned. If there’s nothing else to be taken from
this film, it is historically accurate in everything
from wardrobe to the portrayal of historical battles.
The one-on-one fights tend to be a whole lot more
Hollywood and there are locations that, despite
having been shot on site at historic Scottish castles,
have some more obvious modern renovations.

This day in history
January 31
By Ray Kaiser

Apart from being National Backward day, January 31 is
a big day for world wars and astro-apes, not to mention
the independence day of Nauru and Street Children’s
Day in Austria.

1848

An explorer, soldier and sailor - as well as the first ever
Republican party candidate for the office of United
States president - John C. Frémont was court-martialed
for mutiny and disobeying orders.

1943

The Battle of Stalingrad concluded with German Field
Marshal Friedrich Paulus and his troops surrendering,
ending one of the fiercest battles of World War II.

1949

The first daytime soap opera, These Are My Children,
was aired by NBC.

1953

1865

A flood from the North Sea devastates the Netherlands
and the United Kingdom, causing over 2,000 deaths.

1915

Explorer 1, the first successful American satellite,
detected the Van Allen radiation belt - an astronomical
phenomenon in which radiation is accumulated by a
planet’s electromagnetic field.

The 13th Amendment to the United States constitution
was passed and submitted to the states for ratification,
abolishing slavery.

The first large-scale use of poison gas in World War I
occurred when Germany bombarded Russian infantry
with a type of tear gas during the battle for Bolimów.
Fortunately, the gas proved ineffective due to a mixture
of the cold weather and unideal wind.

1919

During a campaign for shorter working hours, the Battle
of George Square took place between city police and
striking workers in Glasgow, Scotland.

1930

The first Scotch Tape began to be marketed by 3M.

1958
1961

The American space program, Project Mercury, put
Ham the Chimp into Earth’s orbit, making him the
first non-human hominid to enter space.

1968

The island nation of Nauru gained its independence
from Australia.

2009

An oil spillage in Molo, Kenya ignited and caused a
massive fire, resulting in over 300 casualties.

The performances were good, sometimes even
surprisingly good, across the board. At first, I was
not prepared to buy Pine as Robert the Bruce.
Fortunately, Pine was given the chance to play
a much more subtle and stoic character and the
general consensus was his accent was also quite
good. It was refreshing to see Pine tackle a very
different role, and it also was probably one of the
best performances I’ve seen come from him across
his entire filmography.
Florence Pugh played Bruce’s wife, Elizabeth
Burgh, and Aaron Taylor-Johnson played the
charming, James Douglas. Pugh’s performance
is really solid and Taylor-Johnson has come
so far from being an awkward teenager in
“Kickass.” There’s a handful of other really great
performances, Stephen Dillane as King Edward
Longshanks being the last I’ll note. I was not
disappointed by a single actor, not even the child
actors.
Overall, I really enjoyed this film as both a story
and as a historical piece. Sure, I’m a nerd and I
appreciate plates of coats and proper medieval
wardrobe, but if all of the writing and filmmaking
is iffy, I’m not really willing to look the other way.
When it comes to these films, it’s usually either
the quality of the history or the quality of the
filmmaking that suffers. Surprisingly, neither does
in this film. It’s not perfect, but the writing is good,
the cinematography is stunning and ultimately, the
story was really engaging and compelling.

¡ Verde!

How to be a green student
By Jen Becker

Spring semester has begun here at California State
University, Monterey Bay. With the new release of
“Tidying up with Marie Kondo” on Netflix, people
have become overwhelmed with the crap hiding in their
rooms. I have fallen victim to buying useless items that,
in the moment, I thought I needed - their only purpose
was to collect dust on my closet shelf. Through my
“extensive” research of Pinterest and Youtube, as well as
my 22 years (and counting) on this planet, I have found
these helpful tips in becoming a green student to help
our planet rather than hurt it.
1. Transition to being a paperless student
I love the feeling of pen on paper, but I also know how
wasteful it can be. I tend to mess up a lot, using pages
and pages of notes because I write rather big. I recently
got an iPad and love all of the apps that you can use
to create handwritten notes. I am not saying to drop
everything and go buy yourself an iPad - most students
nowadays have a computer to do their school work on.
However, I suggest that you give going paperless a try!
I love typing because it makes me feel really productive
and I can endlessly organize my notes.
2. Cut down on snack waste
One of my biggest pet peeves is how much plastic
companies use to package their items - snack foods
especially. For one cookie, you can get a substantial
amounts of unnecessary plastic. Look for snacks with
little to no packaging, such as bulk items. All you need
to do is bring your own containers to the store and weigh
them at checkout.
3. Host clothing swaps with your friends
Have a little get together at your place and trade
clothes with friends. The best part of this is it is FREE
- every college student’s favorite word. Fast fashion is
becoming a major issue and is hurting our planet. We
are harvesting resources faster than they can replenish.
Doing this, no money is being exchanged and you can
totally revamp your whole wardrobe.

How to find a car camping site
Car-ticle
By Kristen Finley

As our horizons expand and more time is demanded of
us from various angles, it becomes increasingly difficult
to keep in touch with our roots. The days we do get
off are usually spent recuperating in front of the TV or
catching up on responsibilities that were neglected by
what we put first.
It doesn’t occur to most that time spent surrounded by
trees, without cell phone reception, would be one of the
most underestimated ways to regain energy. Too often
we are lost in the tail chase we commit ourselves to in
order to keep our heads above water.
When done mindfully, car camping can be one of the
better and cheaper ways to re-establish balance between
the mind and body. In hopes to spark inspiration to get
outdoors, here’s a list with some tips to dip some toes
into what to expect when looking for a site.

Finding a Site:
1. After deciding to give camping a try, check the
National Park Service’s website for local, developed
campsites. This means sites with clean, running
water; bathrooms nearby; and in close proximity
to general stores and accessible attractions. While
it may feel like “cheating,” it’s a more forgiving
introduction - especially if the family is joining in,
too. If an important tool or item is forgotten, a store
is nearby. If someone is injured, emergency care is
almost always closer (it’s always wise to research the
closest hospital regardless of experience level).
•Note: camping is a skill that is sharpened by
experience. Do not expect to see all obstacles or
predict all possible scenarios - after all, before we
can ride a bike, we need training wheels.
•Fun fact: it’s perfectly legal to camp anywhere in
a National Forest as long as you are 100 feet away
from a body of water (this includes creeks, brooks
and rivers), and 100 feet from a main road.

2. Online resources are plentiful. Joining the page of a
local off-road group is an undervalued way to connect
with those in your area that have mutual interests.
Many campers and off-roaders are excited to share
spots and trails.
3. Ranger stations are another powerful resource. Many
rangers are those who grew up in or are very familiar
with the area in question, and are happy to share
popular spots with those curious.
What’s most important in all this is to be excited to learn
and to learn to be excited. Getting a foot in the door and
getting familiar with the basics is always the hardest part
- but once that’s out of the way, it’s amazing how quickly
being a conscientious camper becomes second nature. Be
kind, be patient, be open and respect the planet.
Next week, we’ll discuss what to bring on your next
camping trip.
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pizza so real
you won’t need
a filter.

GLUTEN-FREE DOUGH AND
VEGAN CHEESE AVAILABLE.

YOU NAME IT, WE BUILD IT.

FRESH DOUGH,

MADE FROM SCRATCH DAILY.

REAL INGREDIENTS.
NO NITRITES. NO KIDDING.

5 pizza

$

180 SECONDS

IN OUR OPEN-FLAME OVEN.

FAST-FIRE’D
PERFECTION.
NOW THAT’S LIT.

MARINA
110 General Stilwell Dr
EXPIRES 2/15/19. Limit one free pizza per guest. Sorry, not valid for app, online, delivery or phone orders. No cash value. Cannot
be combined with any other offer. Pass must be presented and surrendered to redeem offer. Valid only at above location. 101

