12

CALIFORNIA FIRES
November 29, 2018

AND HOW CSUMB CAN HELP
By Jenna Ethridge

On Nov. 8, two separate fires began in
parts of southern and northern California
that took the lives and homes of many.
The Woolsey Fire started near Simi
Valley, affecting parts of Los Angeles
and Ventura counties. Once flames
reached the campus of Pepperdine
University, controversy arose regarding
the evacuation and safety of the students.
As of last week, the fire destroyed almost
100,000 acres and has reached 100
percent containment.
The Camp Fire started in Butte County,
nearly destroying the town of Paradise
and severely contaminating the air of
surrounding cities in northern California.
The fire reached 100 percent containment
as of Nov. 25, after having destroyed
more than 150,000 acres and claiming the
lives of 85 people while nearly 250 are
still unaccounted for - classifying it as the
deadliest and most destructive fire in state
history.
President Ochoa sent an email to the
students of California State University,
Monterey Bay (CSUMB) on Nov. 16
giving his condolences to those being
directly affected by both fires and
detailing what to do in case of a similar
emergency on campus. Embedded were
several links to varying resources such
as CSUMB’s Emergency Management,
updated information regarding the fires,

Personal Growth
& Counseling
Center and the
Dean of Students
Office contact
information.

The Lutrinae also
reached out to our
fellow publication
at California State
University, Chico
(CSUC), Chico
State Today. As
of Nov. 14, more
than 1,640 CSUC
students had
reported being
affected by the
fires, with 166
losing their homes
and 727 being
evacuated. It is
extremely likely
that students at
CSUMB are being
affected as well - if An updated map of damage caused by the Camp Fire. Areas of yellow and red indicate significant changes on the surface, emphasized by
the isolated map of Paradise on the left. Courtesy of NASA.
the impact of the
fires are causing
“Wildcats Rise”
raising money that would directly benefit
you to miss school, the Dean of Students
to 71777 or at the
the
community
including
students,
Office can help manage classes and
link provided:
faculty
and
staff.
options for the remainder of the semester.
https://app.
mobilecause.com/vf/
Despite
almost
having
reached
their
goal
In regards to how the students of CSUMB
WildcatsRise.
of
$400,000,
the
cost
of
damages
caused
can help those of CSUC, the Wildcats
by
the
Camp
Fire
is
unmeasurable.
Rise Fire Recovery Fund is a fundraiser
Donations can be made by texting
established by the university in hopes of

Samuel Poplack’s wholesome mission
to reassure students
By Kristen Finley

Samuel Poplack, a senior here at
California State University, Monterey
Bay (CSUMB), began a wholesome
mission across campus to spread comfort
to students by politely asking staff,
administration and places of service
to display posters or banners with the
phrase, “Hate Has No Home Here.”
Deeply affected by the synagogue
shooting in Pittsburgh this past October,
as a Jewish student, his goals weren’t
just for other Jewish students sharing
the campus, but, “...for all students.” His
respectful wishes to our newspaper read,
“Even though I am in anger and sadness
of what anti-semites have done to hurt the
Jewish community in Pittsburg, I believe
that the most positive way to destroy hate
is to come together and show to ourselves
and the students you accommodate, and
the community you all build at CSUMB
that racism, and bigotry do not belong on
this campus.”
Poplack expressed in a very emotional
interview that though he’s dealt with
anti-semitism in the past from people he
considered his friends, he has embraced
his heritage and feels proud to be who
he is. His goal with these posters is to
allow students to feel that way about
themselves, and give them a place where
they can feel supported by those who
display the posters.
“When the shooting in Pittsburgh
happened, I had a lot of support from

my friends and family, especially from
my friends in the water polo club. They
let me know I could talk to them about
anything, they were there for me. I want
other students to have that, too,” said
Poplack.

He says confidently that while he does
feel safe on our campus, he doesn’t want
to assume that every student feels that
way. These posters, he says, show these
students that staff, students and other
facility stand beside them, no matter
what.
“I want students to feel safe when they
see the posters. When a student sees
them, they should know that within these
four walls, they will not face any kind of
bigotry, hate or judgement for who they
are,” said Poplack passionately.
Several of his professors were more
than happy to accomodate his request,
as well as a considerable number of
administrative staff. He doesn’t see as
many posters hung up around campus as
he’d like, but he becomes more hopeful
as more attention is brought to his pursuit.
“This little mission of mine is getting a
lot more positive attention and reactions
than I originally thought there’d be, it
makes me really happy to see that,” he
said. He mentioned, too, that his father
was especially proud of the effort that
Samuel’s putting into providing a haven
for shaken students.
Sam, with one of his posters. Photo by Sam Poplack.
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Studying Abroad

Culture shock between Spaniards and Americans
Even the streets felt different for her, as drivers always
respect pedestrian’s space and stop pretty far from you
to let you know that you are free to cross without risk.
That’s not the case in Spain, actually, it is very common
for Spanish drivers to yell at pedestrians for jaywalking.
The United States is a country made for moving by car,
but for international students coming with the essential
for a semester, public transport is the most common
option. In this aspect, Ane was also shocked because of
the low frequency of the bus and it’s long journeys to get
to every place. In most of the Spaniard cities, you can
get in a short walk to the main places but if not, you can
catch buses every 15 or 30 minutes maximum for a very
little cost (1€ or so).
As students, they also noticed some differences in class.
For example, when Jalea started eating in one of her first
Spanish classes, the professor got very angry and told
Jalea that if she wanted to keep having lunch, she must
“leave the classroom and don’t come back!”

Jalea Finklestein, an American exchange student in Spain. Photo by Jalea Finklestein.

by María López Caracena
When you think about Spain, what comes to your mind?
Sun, beach, naps, wine, party? That’s a pretty common
thing, as Spanish people have the same kind of alreadyheld ideas about Americans. The first ideas Spaniards
connect with the US are: fast food, Trump, Hollywood,
NASA and freedom. Most of them imagine this country
as a paradise of fame, money, business and basically a
land of opportunities. For this reason, many students,
like me, are coming here to live their American Dream,
at least for a semester.
Studying in California sounds great: surf, beaches, sun...
but Monterey isn’t exactly that way, is it? Ane landed
from Spain to study at CSUMB during the fall semester.
It took more than 18 hours flying, then a few more hours
solving the immigration stuff and getting to campus resulting in a very long trip. When she first arrived at the
university that will be her new home for the next few
months, she was expecting to live a typical Californian
summer. However, she quickly found out Monterey is
cold, so cold, more than she had never imagined, and

she wished she’d brought more jackets because it didn’t
seem like the series she saw on TV as a teenager.
Then Ane started meeting new people and, as a Spaniard,
she leaned towards her new classmate to kiss, first the
right then the left cheek. The boy stayed motionless, then
she realized, “Oh damn! Here they don’t do this! All my
mates will think I’m crazy! “
This is only one in a million of differences that Jalea
(from California) also noticed when she was studying
at Granada (Spain) last year, “Everyone in Spain is so
close, even when they don’t know you.”
And that’s true, Spanish people’s personal bubbles are
significantly smaller and they feel more comfortable
with human contact in almost every situation. However,
depending on the city, Spaniards are not as friendly
and smiley as the people from California. Ane realized
that in the few weeks that she had been in the US, more
unknown people had started talking to her than what
they would have in Spain for an entire year.

Jalea was embarrassed because here, that is totally
normal. That’s what Ane found strange as well, eating in
class is not a Spanish norm. Here, here is more freedom
to go in and out of the class. Ane had been enjoying her
American freedoms in class until one day, she started
smelling something weird in class. Shortly after, she
found out one of her classmate’s was eating sushi during
a lecture. She was completely astonished. She thought
the professor would surely reprimand her, but when she
looked at the professor, she found her professor was
eating too!
Also, the amount of assignments and readings Americans
do at home was too much for what Ane have expected.
In Spain, you may have one or maximum two projects
per subject and the most part of the grade depends on
the final exam. Even in some classes where it is not
necessary to assist every day, it’s possible to have good
marks only with the exam.
Sometimes culture shock happens, but you can even
find it funny. The advice these two students, Ane from
Spain who is studying in America and Jalea in Spain
who is from America, are giving to all of those that are
thinking about exploring a new culture studying abroad
for a while is: do it! It will be such an experience, with
foolish and amazing moments that you will remember
for your whole life. Don’t be afraid to live, learn and
study abroad!

Music and 21st century
education at CSUMB
Going outside of CSUMB walls - or rather, the sand
dunes - there are additional resources designed to enrich
and expand one's knowledge base. And good news,
local organizations in the classic genre give special
encouragement for students to attend. They include the
Carmel Music Society, Carmel Youth Music Monterey,
Chamber Music Monterey Bay, Hidden Valley Music
Seminars, Monterey Symphony, Santa Cruz County
Symphony, Santa Cruz County Youth Symphony and the
Sunset Center.

The Lutrinae is a weekly campus newspaper covering CSUMB
and its neighboring areas. Here at The Lutrinae, our goal is not
only to educate and inform the public, but to entertain, to spark
creativity, to encourage diversity of opinion, and to build a
sense of community on campus and with the neighboring cities.
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Monterey Bay Symphony at the Sunset Center, Carmel-by-the-Sea,
Oct 18, 2018. Photo Yollette Merritt.

By Yollette Merritt
The most important skills to be acquired from a 21st
century education - according to the United Statesbased Partnership for 21st Century Skills - are critical
thinking, communication, collaboration and creativity.
Note the word creativity. In his book, “The Rise of the
Creative Class,” Richard Florida proposes that during
the 21st century, creativity will overtake technology
and become the main driver of development.
University education is traditionally one of the
premiere venues available to a person to garner the
tools and resources needed to navigate life both
professionally and personally. Among academicians
- sociologists; anthropologists, psychologists,
educators, etc. - the process is known as acculturation.
Whether or not convinced, higher education is
meant to expand knowledge base and cultural
accoutrements. “Music, as well as the other arts,
reflects society in space and time and therefore,
of value,” states Sebastian Mireles, a second year
student at California State University Monterey Bay
(CSUMB) pursuing studies in philosophy and human
communication. “It is not necessary to accept or
embrace a new medium or experience, but awareness
can help open one’s worldview.”
The existence of music, as well as the other arts,
has been recorded in early historic documents, and
at times, restricted and not readily accessible due to
restrictions based on privilege. That is not the case
with the Music and Performing Arts and Theatre
Arts departments at CSUMB which have a trove
of available resources including recitals, concerts,
workshops and lectures.

“Our programs are designed to enrich the lives of all
who attend,” stated Nicola Reilly, Executive Director
of the Monterey Symphony, former CSUMB staff and
invited speaker to music students. “We understand the
importance of music and its impact even on cognitive
development. For that reason, we at the symphony
have a strong educational outreach program to all our
surrounding counties, even up to Santa Clara. We would
never want ability to pay to be a deterrent for anyone to
attend a concert.”
Music in its various forms adds enrichment to one’s life.
The recent Waves Concert by the Monterey Symphony
is a case in point. Although not comparable with the
architectural grandeur or acoustics of La Madeleine in
Paris, the Royal Albert or Festival Halls in London, or
the physical size of San Jose’s Center of Performing
Arts, the Sunset Center in Carmel-by-the-Sea, initially
designed as a school, was an appropriate setting for
the symphony's well-executed performance of Franz
Schubert’s Symphony No. 9, "The Great.”
The venue boasted a remarkable vaulted ceiling and
architectural style that, along with the music, “evoked
personal images of 18th century Spanish villas and
community life,” remarked Mireles. Mireles also found
value in the symphony’s customary pre-concert lecture,
this time, given by Alex Berko, guest conductor who
premiere his commissioned work entitled “Among
Waves.”
Education is a gift to oneself. One does not need to be
a music major or minor to enroll in Professor Richard
Bains’s “History of Music” class, or attend any of the
concerts or varied arts resources - on, as well as off,
campus - that stimulate creativity. Does 21st century
education exist at CSUMB? Each person alone is the
architect of their own educational roadmap, in and
outside of the classroom.
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Community building
initiatives

Fun with
furry friends

By Yollette Merritt

On Nov. 15, the Resident Housing Association (RHA)
of California State University, Monterey Bay (CSUMB)
hosted the “You Goat to be Kidding Me” petting zoo
in the main quad of campus. The petting zoo was a fun
event for students to attend before heading home for
Thanksgiving and fall break.

Clubbing at CSUMB
Among the 106 clubs
available at California
State University, Monterey
Bay (CSUMB) for student
participation - academic,
Greek, sports, dance and
music groups - there are
clubs and organizations
with a mission to
strengthen the well-being
and sense of community
for all within the CSUMB
family including students,
faculty and staff.

By Hailey Hill

The petting zoo featured a variety of adorable animals
including baby goats, bunnies, different kinds of
chickens and even a small pig. Any animal lover was
guaranteed to have a good time at the zoo, and large
numbers of students came to check it out.

Active Minds club officers (Madilynn Turner, President, Selena Velasquez, Vice President, Jessica
Hernandez, Treasurer, Rebecca Murrell, Secretary). Photo by Gloria Kowall.

Student Engagement & Leadership Development
(SALD) has as its mission to serve “as a catalyst in
the development of a dynamic and diverse university
community that facilitates intentional student
engagement opportunities locally, regionally and
nationally.” Revamped in the fall of 2017, SALD
includes not only the clubs, but also Associated Students,
the Catalyst Center, First Year Experience, Greek Life
and Leadership Development & Traditions.
Associated Students (AS) is in place “to serve, empower
and represent students in all areas of student concern.”
Among its many offerings is the AS Capstone Grant
that assists full time students by reimbursing a portion
of their capstone expenses. Activities offered without
charge include the monthly interactions with students,
staff and faculty via an art medium called “Paints and
Predicaments!” and the weekly Zumba Mondays and
Cardio Kick Thursdays.
The Students Awareness for Disability Empowerment
(SADE) Club encourages networking opportunities and
promotes support groups for people with, as well as
without, disabilities.
Active Minds Club - part of a national college and
university network started as a club in 2003 at the
University of Pennsylvania - empowers students to
change the perception of mental health, reduce personal
and public stigma and encourage help seeking. The club

meets bi-weekly on campus and invites all interested
to participate. "We value serving CSUMB because
we want to be there as a resource to our peers, stated
Selena Velasquez, club vice-president. In addition to
decreasing the stigma around mental health, one of
our primary goals is increasing students' awareness
of and abilities in taking care of their mental health.
Through de-stressing and educational events, we
aim to make a positive and long-lasting impact on
the well-being of our community members here at
CSUMB."
The Family Friendly CSUMB Club, designed for
“all who want to make CSUMB more inclusive and
family-friendly,” is an initiative with meetings and
events already underway and whose mission is “to
create an environment that gives a sense of belonging
to all forms of families and individuals from all
walks of life...to recognize the unique needs of each
individual as well as collaborating as a community.”
This community building initiative is the brainchild
of Heather Wiley, graduating senior and Social and
Behavioral Science major with a concentration in
Anthropology, who starchildren,” stated Marley
Forsyth, fifth year Psychology major with a minor
in Human Communications. “As a past Resident
Assistant for first year students, I’ve seen first-hand
there are many who are lonely and/or missing their
families and could benefit from that extra connection
and friendly support.”

College flu
season

Many students took pictures with the animals as well.
First year student, Grace Douglas, for example, posted
a picture of her friend on Snapchat holding one of the
bunnies with the caption “she’s as happy as she’s ever
been.” Certainly, it is difficult not to be happy while
holding a fluffy bunny.
Students were allowed to go in small groups into the
enclosure for three minutes at a time to pet, hold and
photograph the animals. While many students wanted to
stay with the animals for longer, the time limit was very
important because of the long line of students waiting
their turn. Students were welcome to get in line to go in
a second time if they wanted to do so.
Although it’s unknown if the RHA will host another
petting zoo event, it would definitely be welcomed by
CSUMB students. Most students do not have any sort
of pet on campus because of housing rules, so any time
spent with our furry animal friends is always fun.

Goat at the Petting Zoo available for the students. Photo by Hailey Hill.

By Hailey Hill
Despite the
many great
aspects of the
winter months,
there’s always one
downside to the
colder, damper
weather: cold and flu
season. With finals and
holidays fast approaching, it’s important to stay healthy
during this time of year.
One of the biggest threats to one’s health during the
winter months is the flu, and one of the most effective
ways to avoid contracting this illness is to get a flu shot.
California State University, Monterey Bay (CSUMB) is
hosting a free flu shot clinic on Dec. 12 in the Tanimura
and Antle Family Library from 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. This
clinic is being offered through the Monterey County
Health Department and the Visiting Nurse Association
and is available to students, staff, faculty and the
surrounding community.
Most students plan on getting their flu shot as a
preventative measure. First year student, Grace Douglas,
shares the popular idea that she’ll “definitely” be getting
one to “keep her healthy.”
Students are especially concerned because many
individuals on campus have already gotten sick,
motivating others to do what they can to stay healthy.
For example, first year student, Celeste Perez, intends on
getting a getting a flu shot “so [she] doesn’t get the flu,
since a lot of people [she knows] have been getting the
flu lately.”
Some students have already taken advantage of previous
flu shot clinics held at CSUMB. First year student, Gabe
Mercado, got a flu shot early on, saying, “You don’t see
me getting sick. It’s not that bad, just get it.”
For students who decide not to get a flu shot, there are
alternative ways to prevent getting sick. It’s important to
wash your hands frequently, especially when you have
been out in public. Diet is also important: eating foods
rich in certain vitamins can help keep your immune
system healthy. However, the most critical aspect of
staying healthy is getting enough sleep, especially
during finals. Not getting enough sleep is damaging to
your immune system and makes your body extremely
susceptible to illnesses, such as the flu.

creativeworks@thelutrinae.com

Cartoons

By Madi Rapella

4

11.29.18 | thelutrinae.com

Warmer winter weather in 2018
By Hailey Hill

The National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)
released its annual winter outlook
report in October, revealing predictions
for warmer-than-average winter
weather. This prediction is based upon
the presence of a La Niña weather
pattern, which typically correlates with
warmer, drier conditions.
“Two-thirds of the continental US
will likely experience warmer than
normal conditions,” according to
the report. Areas on the East Coast,
which typically have more severe
winter weather, have a 33-40 percent
chance of experiencing above-average
temperatures.
This does not mean that winter
weather will cease all together;
the Northern Plains region and the
Northwest are in fact predicted to have
below-normal winter temperatures and Photo courtesy of NOAA.
increased participation. On the East
Coast, winter storms are still likely to occur, only with
What does this report mean for our local climate?
potentially less frequency.
According to the report, much of California has a chance
Despite the prediction of a La Niña winter, it is unlikely
that this winter will have record-setting temperatures as
were seen in the previous two winters. Mike Halpert,
deputy director of the Climate Prediction Center, claims
that “it would be quite surprising to see a third very
warm winter in a row.” With the increasing effects of
climate change, however, it would not be completely
unprecedented to see more record-breaking warm
temperatures.

of seeing warmer than average temperatures and about
the same amount of precipitation. In the Monterey area,
a mild, not-so-stormy winter can be expected.
Low amounts of rainfall can be a threat to California
water levels because of the drought conditions already
prevalent in much of the state. If the predictions in the
report are correct, southern California may see even
lower amounts of rain than usual, which is a concern

since southern California is one of the most populous
areas of the state as well as being one of the most
drought-stricken areas.
It is important to note that this report consists merely of
educated predictions, and only time will tell what this
winter will bring. La Niña has about a 55-65 percent
chance of fully forming, making these predictions likely,
but by no means guaranteed.

This Day in History, Nov 29

By Jessenya Guerra

1777

1877

1963

1783
1864

1945
1952

1972

San Jose, California, is founded as Pueblo de San José de
Guadalupe by José Joaquín Moraga. It is the first civilian
settlement, or pueblo, in Alta, California.

A 5.3 magnitude earthquake strikes New Jersey.

American Civil War: Battle of Spring Hill - The
Confederate Army of Tennessee misses an opportunity to
crush the Army of Ohio.

Thomas Edison demonstrates his phonograph for the first
time.

The Federal People's Republic of Yugoslavia is declared.

U.S. President-elect Dwight D. Eisenhower fulfills a
campaign promise by traveling to Korea to find out what
can be done to end the conflict.

Word Search

This week’s word search theme is palindromes; a palindrome is a word or phrase that is read the same
way backwards that it is forward - not to be mistaken for a semordnilap, which is a word or phrase
that creates a new word or phrase when read backward, and is a semordnilap for palindromes!

Trans-Canada Air Lines Flight 831 crashes shortly after
takeoff from Montreal-Dorval International Airport,
killing all 118 people on board.

Atari releases Pong, the first commercially successful
video game.

1987

North Korean agents plant a bomb on Korean Air Flight
858, which kills all 115 passengers and crew.

Sudoku

Solved puzzles

Civic
Deed
Eye
Hannah
Kayak

Level
Noon
Racecar
Radar
Redivider

Refer
Rotator
Sagas
Stats
Tenet
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Rex Orange County: A live review
Music Maven

Story and photos by Jenna Ethridge
On Nov. 15, Rex Orange County commenced his twonight, sold-out residency at The Regency Ballroom in
San Francisco. Despite what his alias may allude to, Alex
O’Connor is a 20 year old musician from England who
is taking the world by storm. His debut album, “Bcos U
Will Never B Free,” was self-released on Soundcloud
in 2015 before being picked up by a record label and rereleased in 2016. The following year, “Apricot Princess,”
was released, as well as several singles that went viral
including “Best Friend,” “Sunflower” and “Loving is
Easy.”
After catching the attention of Tyler, The Creator,
O’Connor contributed vocals to songs such as
“Boredom” and “Foreword” on last year’s Grammynominated Best Rap Album, “Flower Boy.” O’Connor
has also performed live with Tyler, The Creator, as well
as at several of his Camp Flog Gnaw music festivals.
Opening for O’Connor was Radiant Children, a soulful
R&B trio, also from England. Their EP, “TRYIN’,” was
released on Aug. 24 of this year and features popular
songs such as “Poke Bowl” and the EP’s title track. Lead
singer, Fabienne Holloway, had an infectious energy that
quickly impressed and resonated with the audience, as
she paraded the stage and encouraged everyone to dance
with her.
Holloway was joined by fellow bandmates, Tyler
Acord and Marco Bernardis, as well as an array of
live instruments including drums, keys, guitar and
saxophone. Similar to O’Connor, Radiant Children have
created a sound that is nearly impossible to categorize,
as it combines elements of soul, jazz, hip-hop and pop.
After two nights in San Diego and two nights in San
Francisco supporting Rex Orange County on tour, the
band had their first headlining show in Los Angeles on
Nov. 19 at The Moroccan Lounge.
Rex Orange County was next to take the stage, as fans
who had been waiting in line since 11 a.m. despite
San Francisco’s “unhealthy” air quality, showed their
excitement. One fan in particular participated in the
popular act of bringing sunflowers for O’Connor, which
she successfully gifted to him several songs into the
show. O’Connor opened with the title track from his
most recent album, “Apricot Princess” - a nickname

Carticle

reserved for his girlfriend
of three years, Thea, whom
shared the stage during his
performance of “Sycamore
Girl.”
The last time O’Connor
was in San Francisco was
on Aug. 10 at Golden
Gate Park for the eleventh
annual Outside Lands
music festival, though after
an unfortunate breakdown
of his band’s tour bus,
O’Connor was forced to
perform solo. When asked
if anyone in attendance
had also seen him at the
festival, hundreds of hands
were raised, as the audience
cheered affirmatively.
O’Connor frequently
encouraged the crowd
to sing along with him,
resulting in his voice being
drowned out at times due to
the overwhelming volume
of the audience. During
“Best Friend,” O’Connor asked the audience to help him
sing the chorus and gave them three attempts to achieve
a scoring of 10/10, which they did on the final attempt.
Throughout the night, O’Connor was often seen staring
out into the crowd in what appeared to be complete
disbelief - despite only starting his musical career a few
years ago, O’Connor has achieved more by the age of 20
than most people do in their entire lives.
The concert concluded with a much anticipated finale of
“Loving is Easy,” during which smoke cannons on either
side of the stage left the crowd in awe and large amounts
of gold confetti were distributed across the venue. After
his second and final night at The Regency Ballroom on
Nov. 16, O’Connor took to Instagram to thank his fans,
stating, “thanks to everyone that came to the final shows
of the year. see you all next time……… next time new
songs.”

Rex Orange County performing at The Regency Ballroom in San Francisco (top). Radiant Children
performing at The Regency Ballroom in San Francisco (bottom).

Why Subaru is a great car for college students
By Kristen Finley
Literally every manufacturer claims their products are
the best you can buy. But how many of them can actually
prove it without lacing their reasoning or chosen stats
with bias?
The answer is unfortunately many, except for Subaru.
Subaru has been one of the few brands consistently
winning awards from several different countries for
different reasons.
Leaving a few important questions: who does Subaru
really appeal to? Who is their target audience? Do
they even have one? With a little bit of research and
perspective, I hope to help possible consumers come to a
reasonable answer.
Off-Roaders
In case you didn’t know, Subaru really got its fame (and
reputation) by incorporating their own AWD systems
into the cars imported into America back in 1968. With
an ongoing mission to make their cars, “inexpensive and
built to stay that way,” Subaru gave Americans a flavor
for Japan’s idea of a cheaper, more fun and safer car to
drive. Americans, of course, ate it up.
In Europe, it was the Impreza that set a fire in the hearts
of young Americans with the impressive (or should I say,
‘imprezive’) capabilities Subaru’s AWD had competing
in the World Rally Cross. The Impreza brought home
many a trophy home for Subaru back in the day, and
even still, breaks records as one of the sport’s most
recognizable competitors with the WRX.

being the best overall vehicle for its off-road capabilities,
while it’s sibling SUV, the Forester, won an award the
same year for being the most reliable car that Russians
can buy.
This is a big deal for Subaru when the demanding and
extreme conditions of several regions in Russia endure
throughout the year are taken into consideration. The
northern mountainous regions (where Subaru saw a
an explosion of increased sales after the Outback and
Forester won awards in the same category) experience
unwavering amounts of severe winter storms and deep
snow - all of which, the Outback, Forester, and now their
Crosstrek proved to be able to traverse without incident.
This victory speaks volumes for the AWD capabilities
perfected by Subaru, as it’s clearly dominating
competitors in both the AWD category and the 4x4
category. With all the other options presented to the
Russian population, such as Jeep, Land Rover, Audi,
Honda, Mitsubishi, Hyundai or even Volvo, not being
able to measure up to Subaru’s compact SUV.
Protecting What Matters Most
Remember the montage commercials with sappy music
where a family would put their newborn baby into the
back of a Subaru, and then years later the baby is now a
teen learning to drive the family Subaru?
That’s not just a genius marketing strategy - there’s
plenty of merit behind their heartwarming depictions.
Subaru has some of the most reliable and longest lasting
cars in the US, with 97 percent of cars sold in the last 10
years still on the road.

The AWD that’s been a standard for all of their models
(excluding the fairly new addition, the BRZ) quickly
became appealing to those who lived or frequently
traveled to places that had less than favorable conditions.
Snow, mud, dirt and even rocky terrain presented little
challenge for Subaru’s AWD system.

How can a brand so deeply immersed in dirt culture also
be the chosen chariot for soccer moms? Well, logically
speaking, if a Subaru is supposed to be able to dance
around tight corners at 60-70mph on dirt, it should come
with reassurance that it wouldn’t kill you if you missed a
gear or went into a turn too hard.

What started as a purchase of necessity for some people
split off to be a purchase of desire, as there became
a market for thrill seekers. Their inclusion into the
outdoorsy scene changed the way they advertise their
vehicles, and even began to manufacture accessories for
those in that group.

So, to make sure their rally drivers were able to stick
around for another victory, they were especially careful
to make safety a top priority. This, naturally, carried over
to their domestic products, winning award after award
for how safe Subaru engineers their vehicles.

With such a rich history of churning dirt and taking
names, it’s not impossible to see why every off-roader
can acknowledge Subaru’s seemingly unattainable
prowess as an off-road vehicle.
Noteworthy achievements for this audience:
The 2018 Subaru Crosstrek won an award in Russia for

If a Subaru owner chooses to leave their vehicle’s rally
lineage on the back burner, the full-time symmetrical
AWD will keep a car full of kids (or dogs - sometimes
both) safe and secure in all conditions. The entire Subaru
lineup has awards for how safe they are, which is why
Subaru’s are also a popular brand among families. Going
for the annual ski trip with the twins and Fido in the
Subaru is always a safe (and fun) bet.

Noteworthy achievements for this audience:
In America, all of the models Subaru has to offer have
won awards for being some of the safest cars you can
get. In Japan, it was awarded as the safest cars those of
the island can buy.
For 2018, Subaru’s EyeSight technology in addition
to the steering responsive headlights earned Subaru
recognition from the Insurance Institute for Highway
Safety (IIHS) as a Top Safety Pick.
Kelley Blue Book has awarded the manufacturer as the
Most Trusted Brand for four years running. On KBB’s
website, they define this by saying, “Makers of longlasting vehicles that can go more places with more
confidence, it's easy to see why KBB.com visitors have
named Subaru their Most Trusted Brand for the fourth
year in a row.”
A lineup for all ages and purposes
Next to nature enthusiasts and families, Subaru wasted
no time in enticing the hearts, minds and eyes of the
youngsters. With fast, responsive and stylish models like
the BRZ and the STi (stick only, no autos), the young
guns are eager to become enthusiasts of speed. We can’t
forget the WRX, either - the trophies aren’t for being the
slowest on dirt, after all. And with a reputation for safety,
it’s a smidgen more attractive to parents.
When the turbo was introduced to the Forester in the
early 2000’s, the model was able to shake itself free from
the granny wagon reputation that followed it since its
release. Now, it had a lot more horsepower and a stylish
body kit, which brought more eyes on the mom-mobile.
Now, a kid could look cool driving it, and it could still be
used to haul groceries all in the same day.
These cars don’t come without versatility, though, as
even the smaller and faster performance models still
come with a sizable amount of cargo space. And while
they’re not in the Prius league for mileage, their numbers
don’t suck, depending on which model you get and how
law abiding the driver really is.
Price wise, used Subarus (depending on the model,
STi’s and WRX’s are their most expensive models) are
affordable for students on a budget looking for a safe,
fun and multi-purpose vehicle.
While these models aren’t anyone’s first choice to do
hours worth of commuting in, it’s arguable that they
still retain enough of the well-roundedness present in
the other models to be a good daily driver. Looking cool
while being practical while doing it is a pretty good deal,
if you ask me.
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Where is on your list this year?
South Korea
Germany
Mexico
Vietnam
Norway
Everywhere!
120 PROGRAMS
IN 30+ COUNTRIES, THERE’S
WITH OVER

NO REASON YOU SHOULDN’T HAVE
THE EXPERIENCE OF A LIFETIME
STUDYING OVERSEAS IN 2019.
TALK TO YOUR FAMILY ABOUT THE
OPPORTUNITIES YOU HAVE WITH
EDUCATION ABROAD.

VISIT THE EDUCATION ABROAD OFFICE WITH
YOUR “WISH LIST” TODAY!
Walk-in hours: MWF 10:30 AM - 12 PM | TTh 2 - 4 PM

Gavilan Hall Suite 207

CSUMB.EDU/EDUCATIONABROAD

educationabroad@csumb.edu
/CSUMBINTERNATIONAL

@CSUMBINTERNATIONAL

@CSUMBIP

