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By Tessa Munson

With climate change being such a hot issue around the world, 
organized protests targeting the main contributors to the 
phenomenon are becoming more frequent. It has been said that 
global climate change is one of the biggest, if not the biggest, issue 
that plagues the globe today. That is why thousands of people in 
the Bay Area decided to head to San Francisco and rally together to 
protest the way that America is handling the issue of global climate 
change. The climate march took place on Saturday, Sept. 8 in 
metropolitan areas around the United States, and around the world. 
San Francisco, one of the front-running cities on progressive issues 
in the nation, had a massive turnout for the Global Climate March. 
People from all walks of life gathered together for a collective 
goal: to send a message to legislators that America needs to get big 
oil out of politics if the nation hopes to stand a chance against the 
repercussions of global climate change.

Upon arrival at Embarcadero Plaza, where the march began, there 
were people from several diff erent ethnicities and backgrounds 
commingling and chattering while half-listening to the opening 
presenters and waiting for the march to begin. There were Buddhist 
monks standing alongside Indian Sikhs, waving fl ags next to two 
men holding hands, while wafting in the rich white sage smoke that 
Native Americans burned while wearing their traditional garb.

Many attendees carried handmade signs with powerful messages, 
some of which reading, “Fossil fuels R 4 old farts,” “No fracking 
way,” “Don’t frack things up,” “Ego vs. Eco,” “Green jobs save 
the planet,” “Not tryna f*ck my mother,” “You can’t comb over 
climate change,” “Don’t be a fossil fool,” “We rise so oceans 
won’t,” “What if climate change is a hoax and we create a better 
world for nothing?,” and a nudist wrote “Trump” on his buttcheek. 
Even some dogs came out to show their support! Some humans 
made signs for their furry companions that read, “Climate change 
is ruff ,” “It’s my planet too,” and “I am a cat - #AlternativeFacts.” 

The event was extremely colorful and lively. There was a police 
presence, but it was rather clear that there would likely not be 
many, if any, opposing parties present to rile things up amongst 
protestors. The peaceful protest had an impactful turnout that 
will hopefully lead to changes in the political discourse regarding 
the national steps to be taken, in order to move away from the 
devastating eff ects of global climate change.

Climate march continued on page 2

San Francisco global climate march

By Shaylea Stark

On September 15 from 9 a.m. - noon, California’s annual Coastal 
Cleanup Day spanned dozens of beaches along the central coast. 
Save Our Shores is a nonprofi t marine conservation group 
dedicated to caring for and helping California’s central coast. 
Save Our Shores collaborated with smaller organizations that 
are dedicated to helping the environment to put on this year’s 
cleanup day.

These widespread cleanups help the environment by including the 
public and educating them on the problems our oceans and other 
waterways face, regarding plastic and other trash. Liz Hoadley 
from Camp Sea Lab, who helped to sign in volunteers, spoke about 
how her organization “cleans up marine debris every week, but 
there is always more” and that “people look out for big debris but 
often overlook the microplastics.”

At Del Monte Beach, just one of the many beaches, there were 
approximately 60 people helping to pick up any trash they 
encountered. When asked why it was important to come out and 
participate in these types of events, Justo Perez said, “It is instinct 
to come out and clean up. I feel a sense of responsibility to my 
home, because it is my home.”

“Teaching the next generation is also very important which is 
why I brought my daughter out today,” Perez continued. When 
participating in this type of event, everyone receives a trash bag 
and a data sheet to log the specifi c debris they fi nd. This helps 
scientists analyze the various forms of trash that make their way 
into the ocean from landfi lls and beaches. 

Last year, approximately 1,685,422 food wrappers, 940,170 plastic 
beverage bottles, 555,007 straws, stirrers and various other debris 
were collected internationally on Coastal Cleanup Day. The data 
sheet also has a section for your most interesting fi nd of the day- 
for example, 40 toilets, a rubber chicken and a lava lamp were 
collected last year. 

Removing litter from the environment is very 
important to keeping habitats and the organisms 
that live in them safe and healthy. If you are 
interested in participating in a cleanup event, 
more information can be found in the events 
calendar on saveourshores.org. 

California’s Coastal Cleanup Day
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The Lutrinae is a weekly campus newspaper covering CSUMB and its 
neighboring areas. Here at The Lutrinae, our goal is not only to educate 
and inform the public, but to entertain, to spark creativity, to encourage 
diversity of opinion, and to build a sense of community on campus and 
with the neighboring cities. 
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By Jenna Ethridge

Succulent Gardens is hosting their eighth annual Succulent 
Extravaganza event on Sept. 28-29 from 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. each 
day. The event showcases local speakers and presenters through 
a series of tours, workshops and lectures. Guests are advised 
to bring their own shopping wagon, as well as sunscreen, 
comfortable walking shoes, hat and water bottle to refi ll at 
available water stations. 

Admission is free, but Nayarit’s Taco Truck will be providing 
on-site lunch options and Tico Coff ee Roasters will be serving 
freshly roasted coff ee from 8-11 a.m. both days. Succulent 
Gardens accepts cash, check and credit card. 

Some of the “make and take” workshops featured include how 
to plant a living picture which will cost $50, how to create a 
terrarium using air plants which will cost $25 and how to plant 
a cacti which will also cost $25. There will also be a potting bar 
and plant raffl  e held at the end of each day.

Succulent Gardens is located in Castroville at 2133 Elkhorn Rd.

8th annual 
Succulent 
Extravaganza

By Kristen Finley 

Saturday, Sept. 15 was a date marked on the calendars of 
many in the surrounding areas of Carmel-By-The-Sea, 
CA. Most importantly, it meant the prominent presence of 
German beer, bands and bratwurst (topped with sauerkraut, 
with a side of warm German potato salad and a brioche 
bun of course). Traditionally, it’s suggested you nurse 
one of the four authentic and homemade beers on tap in a 
complimentary plastic beer stein you receive upon check 
in. Alternatively, larger glass beer steins were available for 
purchase that you could use in conjunction with a Western 
beverage of your choosing. 

This year’s celebration was held in the small event center of 
the Barnyard Shopping Village, so while there wasn’t a lot 
of space to meander, there was plenty of seating that made it 
easy to sip beer and watch patrons enjoy the live traditional 
music. As the day stretched into the evening, there was a 
trove of events and contests to enjoy. From stein holding 
contests for both men and women, to pageants for Miss 
and Miss Jr. Oktoberfest, the participants were constantly 
interacting with one another, making for a fun and inclusive 
place to embrace the culture that Germany has to off er. 

However, if you 
were not 21 or 
over, you were 
limited to pretzels 
and bratwurst. If 
bratwurst didn’t 
strike your fancy, 
they also off ered 
cajun hot links and 
bockwurst (Swiss 
sausage).

Monterey’s 
8th annual 
Oktoberfest 
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Continued from page 1

One of the best things we can do for the causes we care about is 
show up for them. There is power in numbers. If we show the 
world that we all care about this issue, it will be that much more 
diffi  cult for legislators to continue to ignore the will of the masses. 
Showing up for our causes also means showing up for them on 
voting day. It means doing the research necessary to fi nd out which 
candidates and proposed policies best align with our beliefs and 
values.

On Tuesday, Nov. 6, there will be a statewide general election, 
which will decide on new members of the state Congress, state 
Senate, state Assembly and various board members, among 
others. These elections could result in major impacts concerning 
the environment, so it is important that you 
contribute your vote. If you are not registered 
to vote, be sure to do so by Oct. 22, at least 15 
days before the election. For more information 
on how to vote in Monterey County, please visit 
http://www.montereycountyelections.us.

1498
The Nankai earthquake sent a tsunami raging towards 
Japan’s southern coast, washing over the city of 
Kamakura. The tsunami destroyed the buildings that 
housed the famous Great Buddha statue, and has since 
sat in the same place, out in the open.

1596
Diego de Montemayor founded the city of Monterrey 
in New Spain, which is currently the state capital of 
Nuevo León. Monterey, California was named after a 
duke from Monterrey.

1881
The 21st president of the United States, Chester A. 
Arthur, was sworn in just one day after having become 
president, due to James A. Garfi eld’s death.

1893
Charles Duryea and his brother J. Frank Duryea 
take the fi rst ever American-made gasoline-powered 
automobile out onto the roads. The Duryea motor 
wagon was also the fi rst-ever commercially produced 
vehicle, and their garage in Massachusetts was the 
largest automobile factory in the United States at the 
time.

1909
The Parliament of the United Kingdom passed the 
South Africa Act 1909. Uniting the British colonies of 
the Cape of Good Hope, Natal, Orange River and the 
Transvaal colony into the Union of South Africa. This 
would be the predecessor to the present day Republic 
of South Africa.

1946
The fi rst ever Cannes Film Festival was held. It’s debut 
event had been delayed seven years at this point, due to 
the second world war.

2011
The United States military ends its “Don’t ask, don’t 
tell” policy. This allowed gay men and women to serve 
openly for the fi rst time in United States history.

2017
Hurricane Maria touches down in Puerto Rico as a 
category 4 hurricane.

By Ray Kaiser

Verde!¡
By Lacey Raak

It's great to be optimistic. I know I am, and I would have it 
no other way. When it comes to recycling however, it’s better 
to be cautious and sometimes assume the worst. Don’t toss 
things into the recycling bin optimistically, thinking you’re 
doing the right thing. There is a good chance you could be 
making things worse.

We are fortunate to live in California where there is a strong 
environmental culture and you can usually fi nd a recycling 
bin or in some places (and increasingly on campus) a 
compost bin. The fact remains that we all still need to be 
informed and aware that what we put in that bin isn’t doing 
more damage than good. Placing materials in recycling 
optimistically thinking that it will get where it needs to go 
can lead to contamination, meaning the whole bag, dumpster, 
truckload and even shipment is no longer able to be recycled. 
It will instead be landfi lled. 

Here are 3 tips.
• No liquid - If you have ice, or part of an orange-mocha-

frappuccino still in the cup, you can’t recycle it. Dump out 
the liquid fi rst or put it in the landfi ll.

• Take the time to look at the sign, it’ll help you fi gure out 
what goes where.

• The best option of all, bring your own cup or container so 
you don’t have to think about this at all.

Stay optimistic, the actions you take matter. National 
Geographic estimates that only 9 percent of plastic that has 
been created has been recycled, glass and aluminum are 
higher. We should all be part of the solution. 

When in doubt, throw it out
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Leslie Gonzales
By Jessenya Guerra

Whether you are a freshman away from home for the fi rst time 
or a senior preparing to graduate, college can be a perplexing 
experience bound to induce questions and worry. Due to this, 
California State University, Monterey Bay (CSUMB) provides 
students with Residential Advisors that help guide residents 
through whatever challenges that they might endure during their 
time spent at CSUMB. The Lutrinae disscused what being a 
Residential Advisor actually entails with Leslie Gonzales, an RA 
from Area 2.

The Lutrinae: Tell me a little bit about yourself. 
Gonzales: My name is Leslie Gonzalez. I’m double majoring in 
Collaborative Health and Human Services, as well as Spanish 
Language and Hispanic Cultures.

How long have you been an RA?
I have been an RA for one year and this will be my second year.

What is one fun fact about you?
Gonzales: I studied abroad twice and have been to 17 countries! I 
hope that I can live abroad after I graduate.

In your opinion, why do we have Resident Advisors?
I think that we have resident advisors for multiple reasons, but 
some of the big ones are creating community and creating a safe 
environment. We work really hard to connect residents to their 
neighbors and resources on and off  campus for whatever they 
might be needing. We try to make CSUMB your home away from 
home.

RA profi les

By Tessa Munson

Aff ordable housing is hard to come by in California, and it 
is getting even harder. With services like Airbnb, Homeaway 
and VRBO becoming increasingly common in popular tourist 
communities, aff ordable housing in those areas is quickly 
disappearing. Homeowners that once leased their extra properties 
out for long-term rentals are slowly converting their units into 
short-term vacation rentals.

As it stands, most states, counties and cities do not have policies to 
protect long-term renters from being kicked out of their units once 
their leases end, so that the property owners can make the switch to 
short-term rentals.

Some cities have implemented limits on how many days vacation 
home rentals are allowed to be occupied by short-term renters in a 
concentrated area. Other cities have implemented rules preventing 
homeowners from using their second properties as vacation rentals 
all-together. Rules like these help long-term renters from losing 
their places to live to vacation home rentals, they also help keep the 
short and long-term rental properties proportionate in numbers.

The Los Angeles City Council has proposed an ordinance that 
prevents homeowners from leasing out their properties more than 
120 days a year. In order to exceed that limit, the homeowner must 
complete an administrative process with the city for a permit. 
The permit is designed to notify neighbors and to review with the 
city enforcement agency that the property owner has no previous 
citations.

Another city that is taking action is Mission Beach in San Diego. 
Enforced by July 2019, they will have limited short-term rentals to 
only one’s primary residence for up to six months out of the year. 
This rule limits homeowners from leasing several beach homes out 
for vacation rentals at the same time. According to vacation home 
management companies, the overwhelming majority of short-term 
rentals in the area are second homes or investor properties. Mission 
Beach’s limit helps level the playing fi eld for short and long-term 
rental property availability.

Vacation homes vs. long-term home rentals
How do they impact tourist communities?

It is not just large metropolitan areas that are impacted by 
increased vacation home rental properties. Small, tourist 
towns with limited housing, like Lake Tahoe, are being hit 
particularly hard. Low-level employees at the ski resorts and 
small businesses around town are losing their places to live to 
short-term vacation rentals like Airbnb. Some Tahoe residents 
have decided to jump ship and leave the small mountain town 
altogether.

Andrew James, resident of Lake Tahoe for over two years, 
has recently decided the housing hunt in the area is no longer 
worth his eff ort. Andrew lived in a quaint four-bedroom cabin 
that he and two housemates leased, until the owners decided 
they wanted to convert the property into a vacation rental 
home instead of the long-term rental it had been occupied as 
for years. The owners of the home did not know the laws in 
California regarding eviction notice timeliness, and tried to kick 
Andrew and his housemates out of the fl at with only three days 
notice. This sideways attempt was made after the homeowners 
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had agreed to sign another long-term lease with Andrew and his 
housemates, two months prior to the end of their lease. After 
consulting legal counsel, the homeowners realized that they could 
not evict their long-term renters as quickly as they had hoped. They 
did, however, have the legal right to force them out with proper 
timely notice, which they did.

With their sudden eviction, Andrew and his housemates were 
forced to fi nd new places to live. Andrew was lucky enough to 
have a friend with an extra room for him temporarily, even though 
she was reluctant to let him use it. During his stay with his friend, 
Andrew never stopped searching for a new place to live in Tahoe, 
so that he did not have to continue living in a place he knew 
he could not stay permanently. With more and more long-term 
housing units swallowed up by vacation home rentals, Andrew was 
not able to fi nd a new place to stay, and was ultimately forced out 
of Lake Tahoe.

Andrew James shares his worries, “My biggest concern with 
the aff ordable housing crisis happening in Lake Tahoe, is that 
there will eventually be a shortage of workers to keep these areas 
functioning properly. Businesses will close and the local economy 
will begin to slip. It’s already happening, simply because there are 
no places for the employees to live.”

Andrew’s story is not unique. This phenomenon is happening 
all over the country, and in other parts of the world, as well. 
Unsurprisingly, the places that are hit the hardest are the locations 
with highly desirable features, less acreage and higher population 
counts. Cities like Waikiki on the island of Oahu in Hawaii are 
noticing the shift as well. New Orleans in Louisiana is another 
example of gentrifi cation in the form of overwhelming vacation 
rentals.

With the Monterey Peninsula growing in both size and population, 
what does this increase in short-term vacation home rentals mean 
for the community? How might California State University, 
Monterey Bay students and faculty be impacted by the rise of 
vacation home rentals in lieu of long-term home rentals?

What is the number one question that you are 
asked by students?
The number one thing that my residents ask 
me is, “Can you put in a work order?” 
It’s totally normal for things in the 
rooms not always be functioning 
to perfection, so we are here to 
help put in those requests when 
needed. I also get asked, “Is 
being an RA hard?” I would say 
that it can be time consuming, 
but it’s helped me become better 
at managing my time and has 
taught me skills that I know I can 
use as a professional.

What can Resident Advisors help 
me with?
We can help residents fi nd resources 
on and off  campus, learn life skills, put in 
work orders, create community programs and 
much more! If anyone ever has questions about 
anything, if they feel comfortable, they should ask their 
RA. We might not always have the answer, but we will work hard 
to fi nd someone who does!

It’s day one and I can’t stand my roommates, what do I do?
Gonzales: I would recommend thinking critically about what it 
is that you can’t stand. If it’s something that maybe you can have 
a conversation with them about and come to an agreement, then 
defi nitely try that fi rst. If that doesn’t seem like a possibility, there 
is a room transfer process which can be done. Residents should talk 

to their RAs in person about these situations if they 
feel comfortable.

I don’t know anyone but I want to meet 
people, can you help me?

Absolutely! We love to meet people 
as well and would be more than 
happy to help. We create programs 
to bring the community together, 
so try to attend them to get to 
meet your neighbors! If there 
is a program that you want to 
see happen in your area, your 
RA would love to hear those 

suggestions and work together to 
create those ideas.  

What is a quick way to get in 
trouble?

The quickest way to get in trouble 
would be if you don’t know the community 

standards. For example, you might not know that 
candles are against a community standard. Take time to 

learn more about the community standards and don’t be afraid to 
ask questions to your RA. 

How can I become an RA?
You can attend some of the information sessions happening 
throughout the semester! It’s also a good idea to join area council 
to learn more about what it’s like to program for residents and plan 
for your community. Feel free to ask your RA or anyone at the 
housing offi  ce to get more information.
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Word Search Sudoku
2 1
4 3 7

6 5 4
9 2

1 5 6 4
3 7 9

6
7 2

2 1 4 7

Monterey
Seaside
Marina
Salinas
Carmel

Santa Cruz
San Francisco

Oakland
San Jose
Big Sur

Watsonville
Castroville

Soledad
Gilroy

Berkeley

This week’s wordsearch highlights the beautiful areas surrounding Monterey Bay. If you fi nd yourself 
bored and seeking new landscape for the weekend, take a quick trip down south to Carmel and Big 
Sur, or take a drive up north to Santa Cruz and San Francisco! 

Consequences of sexual misconduct in the music industry
By Jenna Ethridge

Within the span of a week, two extremely 
popular groups in the indie music scene 
faced severe consequences as a result of 
sexual misconduct allegations against one or 
more members in their bands. On Aug. 29, 
The Orwells, based out of Chicago, Illinois, 
announced their disbandment after an extensive 
Google document made its rounds across 
various platforms of social media, detailing 
the numerous accounts of sexual assault and 
misconduct involving fans. Six days later, 
Summer Salt, based out of Austin, Texas, 
announced their departure with Epitaph 
Records and temporary hiatus, fi ve days after 
the fi ring of bassist, Phil Baier, also following 
sexual misconduct allegations. 

The infamous Google document was a 
collaborative eff ort that involved several 
former fans of The Orwells, each describing 
their own horrifi c accounts of being taken 
advantage of by varying members of the band. 
As it began going viral, thousands of people 
across social media chimed in to express their 
disgust with the band, including other local 
artists denouncing them from the Chicago 
music scene. Twin Peaks, who toured with The 
Orwells in the spring of 2014, took to Twitter 
to explain, “We were unaware of The Orwell’s 
actions during the short time we toured with 
them, but learned about several incidents 
through private discussions within the Chicago 
community in recent years. We never felt it was 
our place to make public these stories that were 
not ours to tell.”

On Aug. 24, The Metro, a popular music venue in Chicago, began 
advertising an upcoming concert for The Orwells on Nov. 23. The 
show’s cancellation was announced just three days later. After 
several statements denying any responsibility concerning the 
allegations, the band issued a statement through Consequence of 
Sound, stating, “We emphatically deny these baseless allegations 
brought as a personal attack against us.” 

Later that week, the band’s Instagram account posted a screenshot 
of an iPhone note simply reading, “The Orwells have disbanded.”

After being signed on July 16, Epitaph Records dropped Summer 
Salt from their label on Sept. 4, amid the promotion of their 
upcoming album, “Happy Camper,” that was set to be released on 
Sept. 21. As stated in a Facebook post from the Summer Salt band 
account, “Again we are beyond sorry, and have decided we will be 
releasing our album independently within the next several weeks 

with all profi ts donated to a charity advocating and providing 
support to victims of sexual assault.”

Once the #MeToo movement began to gain momentum late last 
year, the unspoken world of sexual misconduct within the music 
industry was exposed to the public and has continued to gradually 
emerge. Though not as prominent as in the fi lm industry, indie 
musicians guilty of sexual misconduct are being reprimanded and 
facing life-altering consequences, none of which involving any 
formal charges being made. 

On Oct. 13, 2017, three familiar names in the indie music 
community were accused with varying acts of sexual assault. A 
famous producer by the name of Gaslamp Killer was accused of 
drugging and raping two women four years prior, resulting in a 
sever of ties with event associates, Low End Theory, though has 
still managed to maintain an active career. Hours later, Real Estate 
announced their offi  cial departure with guitarist, Matt Mondanile, 

from 2016 after seven diff erent reports of 
sexual misconduct surfaced, including acts of 
touching, kissing and groping women without 
their consent. Despite his upcoming tours as 
pseudonym, Ducktails, being cancelled as a 
result, Mondanile is still successfully releasing 
music under the name. Shortly after that, 
Brooklyn-based record label, Captured Tracks, 
issued their own statement regarding the 
discharge of former Mac Demarco bandmate 
and musician, Alex Calder, as a result of 
newfound knowledge concerning acts of sexual 
assault from an incident in 2008. 

Of the three artists mentioned, Calder was the 
only one to claim responsibility, explaining 
in a sorrowful Facebook post that he chose to 
cancel his upcoming tour and temporarily stop 
releasing music as a result, which he has yet 
to resume. Gaslamp Killer proceeded to sue 
his accusers for defamation and Mondanile 
apologized for his insensitive behavior, while 
still denying the allegations made against him.

Similar to the fi lm industry, there is an 
extremely obvious power imbalance between 
the person of social status and their fans that 
is often the cause of uncomfortable, sexual 
situations. Once coerced, some feel as though 
they do not obtain the power to reject any 
unwanted advancements, while others are 
forced into participating or are physically 
unable to defend themselves. Though the 
derogatory stigma of groupies within the music 
community still exists, the establishment of 
a sexual relationship between a groupie and 
musician is consensual. Consequently, most 
accounts of sexual misconduct involving 

famous musicians are responded to with ignorant assumptions that 
the fans were fortunate or at fault.

Despite the progress continuing to be made, changes have to start 
within the community to prevent similar incidents from occurring. 
Musicians have to diminish their superiority complex, treat their 
fans with respect and be aware of the environments that they create 
at their live shows. Fans should be aware of their surroundings, 
their rights as a sexual being and take care of one another when in 
potentially threatening situations.

It may be possible to separate the art from the artist, but it is 
impossible to separate the artist from their actions.

Music Maven is a weekly column consisting of album and concert 
reviews, playlists, and announcements of upcoming shows to keep 
readers informed of their local music scene. 

Solved 
Puzzles
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Taken in the summer of 2016 at Mono Lake near Yosemite. The formations coming out of the water are called 
“tufas” which are due to the lake having a high concentration of salt. The tufas were spread all around the lake 
and made my boyfriend and I stop every once in a while to admire nature’s artistic ability to make “sculptures.”

Photos By Nancy Smith

As you can tell, I mostly enjoy taking photos involving nature. 
I love going to new places and discovering brief moments in 
nature to capture, it’s always surprising to me what I will find. 

Taken in the summer of 2016 at Union Valley Reservoir 
in the Sierra Nevadas of El Dorado County. At this time, 
I was on a camping trip with my family. We were blown 
away seeing the sunset illuminate the water with such deep 
color, it was amazing to watch.

Taken in the summer of 2015 in Eugene, Oregon. This 
photo brings me back to a day where most of my time 
was devoted to work. I had finished my dinner after a 

long day and started to get ready to wind down, but 
instead, I grabbed my camera. I ran down a trail next to 
this river and snapped as many photos as I could before 
the sun went down. This picture is special to me not only 
because of the beauty nature has to offer, but because it 

reminds me of how significant time for one’s self is.

Taken in the summer of 2015 at 
a place called Butterfly World 

and Gardens in Qualicum 
Beach, British Columbia. I 

had a blast walking through a 
garden with butterflies free to 
roam and fly around me. I like 

this photo because it captures a 
sense of elusiveness butterflies 

tend to have. 

By Ray Kaiser
7.5/10

I realize I’m a little behind the curve with this one, but I had 
enough I wanted to say about this film that I decided to write about 
it anyway. I was excited for this film based on the fact that the 
representation of Asian and Asian-American actors in Hollywood is 
lackluster at best. For the same reason I was hyped to see Chinese 
talent like Daniel Wu finally make it over to the West in last year’s 
Tomb Raider, it was just really refreshing to see Asian actors take 
the headline for this film. That said, it would be rather surprising to 
see a film with this premise headlined by anyone else, and more on 
that later.

From a technical standpoint, the film surprised me in how solid 
it was. At heart, it is a rom-com after all, so I wasn’t expecting 
anything too out of the ordinary, but it ended up with an almost 
whimsical and very cleverly used visual style. It was used 
sparsely, which I think is preferable to the opposite, but it only 
appearing heavily in the first part of the film did make it feel a 
little inconsistent. The performances, both dramatic and comedic, 
were fantastic too. A couple of the jokes here and there didn’t 
quite land for me, especially those from Ken Jeong’s character, 
but even despite that, I found myself very content with the writing 
and performances. In fact, there was something that this film 
captured that I haven’t really seen before in this type of film. The 
characters and situations felt like they were normal situations 
comprised of actual people. Obviously, it wasn’t completely natural 
because it’s a film and of course it won’t be, but everything from 
the writing, to the really subtle editing during scenes in which 
multiple conversations are going on at the same table made for a 
refreshingly real feeling.

The story is not horribly complicated, but it was handled well. 
Rachel Chu (played by Constance Wu), is a professor at NYU, 
and her boyfriend, Nick Young (played by Henry Golding), invites 
her to come back home with him to Singapore to meet his family 
and attend his best friend’s wedding. As one might assume, that is 
not an entirely smooth process, and a whirlwind of culture shock 
and more run-of-the-mill romantic hijinx is complemented by 
some solid performances from the leads. The characters of Nick’s 
mother and cousin, played by Michelle Yeoh and Gemma Chan 
respectively, I found particularly compelling as well.

Now, remember that “more on that later” from the first paragraph? 
This film has, perhaps unsurprisingly, been looked upon with a 
political eye throughout the entirety of its production and has been 
hailed as a kind of homecoming for Asian cinema in the West. I 
think that is perhaps a generous sentiment, but I by no means say 
that to downplay how fantastic it is to see a film with a properly 
handled story about differences in culture, particularly learning to 
both honor those ties but also not let them control you- all made by 
amazing Asian and Asian-American actors and an Asian-American 
director. However, I wish it had really gone for it when it came 
to those kinds of topics in the film. It goose-stepped it’s way into 
making points about the inequality of wealth and privilege of the 1 
percent, which I think would have benefited from either less timid 
writing or the removal of their inclusion altogether. The kind of 
half-hearted attempt just left any of those points feeling particularly 
unimpactful. At the same time, I think the topic of cultures clashing 
between Rachel and her mother as Asian-Americans and Nick’s 
family being of Singapore’s highborne was handled particularly 
well, and a couple of other side-plots I was worried might resolve 
in kind of troubling ways halfway through were actually wrapped 
up very deftly. I said something last year about wanting more 
badass Asian ladies in Hollywood, and damn, does this film deliver 
in that regard.

At heart, I’m a sucker for romance, but I’m not usually someone 
who actually watches rom-coms, and certainly not in theatres. 
That said, I far from regret seeing it in theatres, though if you’re 
interested, I might suggest reading the book first. Both are really 
good on their own, but I think that’s definitely the optimal order as 
far as entertainment goes. If a distinct visual style, really proficient 
filmmaking and some really smooth Shanghai jazz are things 
you’re really passionate about, I’d suggest you try and catch this 
film while it’s still in theatres. The big screen is certainly not a 
requirement for this one though, and if this type of film is at all 
on your radar, I wholeheartedly suggest giving it a go whenever it 
comes across your streaming service of choice. 

Crazy Rich 
Asians
A cultural, political and 
personal movie review

By Madi Rapella
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When it was announced that Verve would be replacing Peet’s in 
the Library Cafe of California State University, Monterey Bay 
(CSUMB), The Lutrinae and its students wondered: how would 
it diff er? To some, coff ee is coff ee- why complicate a good thing? 
Though to others, especially of the Bay Area, coff ee is an artform 
that involves intensive training and processes to achieve the 
perfect cup. 

“Verve” is defi ned as the spirit, vigor and enthusiasm surrounding 
the creation of art. Though deliberate, the company lives up to its 
name through the dedication to its craft and the satisfaction of their 
customers, as well as Fair Trade practices and transparency of the 
journey from seed to sip.

The Lutrinae had the pleasure of being invited to tour Verve’s 
roasting facility, located at 104 Bronson St. in Seabright, Santa 
Cruz. Our tour was led by Northern California Wholesale Account 
Manager, PK Hattis, who was nothing short of welcoming and 
accommodating. 

Verve Coff ee Roasters was founded in 2007 by Ryan O’Donovan 
and Colby Barr, the fi rst location being at 816 41st Ave. in 
Santa Cruz. They have since expanded to 11 diff erent locations 
throughout Santa Cruz, San Francisco, Los Angeles and Japan, 
with anticipated launches in Palo Alto and another roasting 
facility in the Arts District of Los Angeles by the end of this year. 
The Seabright location is currently the only roasting facility in 
operation, distributing to the other 11 storefronts, as well as their 
wholesales locations. It also serves as a training lab for the various 
location’s employees, including those at CSUMB.

The facility consists of only two industrial roasters, one 40 
kilogram machine and the other, a 15 kilogram machine. Roasting 
consistently takes place Monday through Friday, as well as Sunday, 
producing over 18,000 pounds of roasted coff ee per week with an 
average roasting time of 10 to 15 minutes per batch. The Verve in 
Seabright serves as a versatile location of operations, as it employs 
approximately 40 people distributed between the cafe, offi  ces, 
and roasting and packaging departments. Verve’s desire to support 
local and independent businesses extends from their coff ee to the 
art displayed around their warehouse, almost all of which was 
exclusively created by Santa Cruz artist, Jeremiah Kille.

Verve off ers both blends and single origin coff ees, of which are 
being sold in individual bags at the Library Cafe for students to 

Verve about Verve

purchase and brew in their very own dorm! Single origin coff ee 
tends to be slightly more expensive, due to being sourced from the 
same farm which helps form benefi cial relationships with farmers 
and favorites among customers that keep them anticipating its 
arrival. In honor of their industrious suppliers, Verve created the 
Farmlevel Initiative, emphasizing the importance of Fair Trade and 
the individuals directly involved with such a strenuous procedure. 
An example of this was the several bags on display from Rio Paez, 
an associate from Columbia. If the Rio Paez single origin performs 
well among consumers, Verve is more likely to purchase from 
them again which provides incentive for the farmer to continue 
producing quality coff ee, thus creating a personal relationship that 
benefi ts everyone involved.

A crucial aspect of coff ee 
production is the harvesting of 
coff ee cherries at the primal 
stage of ripeness, as it ensures 
quality and consistency. Most 
coff ee producers, especially 
global corporations who value 
quantity over quality, gather 
coff ee cherries regardless 
of their ripeness, causing 
an impaired taste that is not 
representative of the coff ee’s 
true potential. Due to Verve’s 
expectations of the quality of 
coff ee, employees and associates 
are extremely skilled in 
identifying the appropriate stage 
in which to collect the coff ee 
cherries. In addition to this, old 
coff ee beans that are past their 
shelf life are donated or used to 
make cold brew. 

Historically, there have been three prominent “waves” of coff ee 
consumption throughout the United States, dating back to the 
1800’s. The fi rst wave was convenience, as coff ee became a 
household commodity due to its aff ordability, accessibility 
and innovative marketing. The second wave was experience, 
as customers became more interested with the experience of 
socializing at coff ee shops such as Peet’s and Starbucks, while 
also broadening their knowledge and palettes. The third wave 
was transparency, as smaller businesses and dedicated consumers 
became more concerned with the coff ee itself, being able to trace 
batches back to the origin, farm and even farmer. Verve prides 
themselves in being associated with the third wave, as consumers 

should not have to be concerned with where their products 
are coming from and instead, be more aware of the labor that 
contributed to the cup in their hands. As stated by Verve, “It takes 
years to farm, months to process, weeks to export, days to taste, 
minutes to roast and seconds to brew.” 

Cuppings are off ered daily to the public, a practice that observes 
the complex tastes and aromas involved with brewed coff ee. Coff ee 
tasters are encouraged to inhale the aromas deeply, as well as 
slurp the coff ee to completely envelop the tongue with its fl avor. 
By isolating the coff ee and the senses, measurements of body, 
sweetness, acidity, fl avor and aftertaste are much more prevalent. 
In most cases, tasters are even able to identify the origin of the 
coff ee due to its identifi able characteristics. For example, coff ee 
from Africa tends to be more fruity, while coff ee from Asia is 
recognized to be more dense and rich.

The Lutrinae was also fortunate enough to sit in on and participate 
in a “Brew Tang Clan” meeting, which is a company cupping 
that occurs twice a month in an eff ort to train employees on the 
dynamic aspects of a coff ee’s fl avor. This week’s exercise focused 
on sensations of acidity, sweetness and saltiness present in coff ee 
that contribute to the overall taste. Participants were provided with 
nine sample cups consisting of the three fl avors at three diff erent 
intensities (acidity one, acidity two, acidity three), and were then 
asked to organize them by their respective fl avor and increasing 
intensity levels. The following round consisted of combinations 
of at least two fl avors, requiring participants to determine the 
diff erent fl avors and their individual intensities. This proved to be 
a challenging task, as too much of one fl avor can easily overpower 
the others. Once it was realized that there was a tie, a winner was 
determined by an extremely intense thumb wrestle, though all of 
the employees won by broadening their knowledge of fl avors and 
ratios.

If there was one takeaway from The Lutrinae’s experience at Verve, 
it is that the company lives up to their mission statement of, “We 
believe the coff ee experience is our responsibility from seed to cup. 
Coff ee is our craft, our ritual, our passion. It drives us and inspires 
us. With this simple truth and responsibility, we are bridging the 
gap from farmlevel to streetlevel.”

The people of Verve are enthusiastic, knowledgeable and 
passionate about their work, which translates eff ortlessly through 
their products and services. The next time you enjoy a coff ee from 
Verve while studying in the library, The Lutrinae advises that 
you take some time to refl ect on the people and processes that 
contributed to providing you with the perfect cup of coff ee. 

We believe the coff ee 
experience is our responsibility 
from seed to cup. Coff ee is our 
craft, our ritual, our passion. 
It drives us and inspires us. 
With this simple truth and 

responsibility, we are bridging 
the gap from farmlevel to 

streetlevel.


